
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Stop 141 Kid’s Tour – Rubber Tree, Palm House 

Looking at this big sturdy tree it’s hard to believe that underneath its’ bark is something 
that can be turned into bendable, moldable, completely foldable rubber!  Rubber trees 
are natives of the Amazon rainforest in Brazil.  They have a special sap inside them that 
defends the tree against insect predators, but it also does something else.  For over a 
hundred years, the sap’s been used to make things like rubber boots, balls, medical 
supplies and automobile tires. So how do they get the rubber out of the tree?  Each 
night, a thin diagonal layer of bark is cut from the tree to get at the sticky white sap that 
flows just underneath the tree’s inner bark. When the sap oozes out, it’s collected in a 
cup – just like the one on this tree.  But it’s not rubber yet!  The sap, which kind of looks 
like Elmer’s glue, gets mixed with water and acid and put into a metal pan so it can 
thicken up into a rubber “cake.” Then comes the fun part!  It gets rinsed and flattened 
out with a big roller just like a Play-dough pancake!  After the sheet of raw rubber dries 
out over a wood fire, it’s ready to be sent to the factory to made into all kinds of stretchy, 
bouncy things! 

It’s hard to try and get all our sap from the wild rubber trees in South America. And it’s 
not good for the environment either! There just aren’t enough trees there.  That’s why 
most of the natural rubber comes from tree farms in Southeast Asia.  But because 
rubber is used in so many of the products we use, scientists have also found a way to 
make synthetic rubber to help meet the demand. Hmmm… I wonder if they use it for 
rubber baby buggy bumpers? 
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