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Lyman Renovation:
Step Two

Rob Nicholson

T he long-anticipated and much-needed renovation of the Lyman
Conservatory took a major step forward this July at the Trustees’ Retreat
in New York City. After months of analysis and lively debate, the
Architect Screening Committee put forth to the Trustees a
recommendation of the firm they felt had assembled the most capable
and experienced team of building professionals. Six firms were
originally invited to submit proposals for the restoration and
development of the Conservatory. The Committee narrowed the field to
three, which the Trustees then reduced to two. After further review and
site visits to each firm’s work in the New York and Boston areas, the
Architect Screening Committee met for a final weighing of data and
perceptions. The unanimous decision of the Committee to contract the
Boston-based firm of Perry Dean Rogers & Partners was put forward to
the Trustees and approved.
This firm has a long and diverse list
of college and university clients, who
account for 85% of its total work. Perry
Dean Rogers & Partners also has a long
tradition of preservation work,
including “timepieces” such as the John
D. Rockefeller, Jr., Library at Colonial
Williamsburg, and Alvar Aalto’s Baker
House at M.I.T. Bryan Irwin, the
Project Manager, has designed and
overseen construction of a new
conservatory, the massive Tropical
Rainforest Greenhouse of the Taichung
Botanical Gardens in Taiwan. The
structural engineering firm on the team,
Ove Arup & Partners, has completed
conservatory restorations at several
gardens including the New York
Botanical Garden and Glasnevin in
Dublin, Ireland. Liam O’Hanlon, the
Conservatory Specialist for this firm,

captured the Committee’s attention with his apt
phrase, “A conservatory is an elegant machine for
growing plants.”
Our “elegant machine” is creaking more than just
a bit, and we hope to keep it operational and the
plants within safe and warm. But it helps to know
that such a skilled group of rescuers is on the way.
Restoration of the Lyman Conservatory is a key
initiative of the $250 million capital campaign now
in progress. On the weekend of October 22–24, as
the College approaches its 125th year, Smith is
holding a gala all-college celebration, including
many events highlighting the Botanic Garden. 

1981 Lyman Conservatory expansion, photo courtesy of Smith College Archives, Smith College
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Rob Nicholson

n the rollicking novel by E. Annie Proulx, the protagonist Quoyle writes a
column for a maritime newspaper, detailing the comings and goings of ships in the
harbor of Killick-Claw, Nova Scotia. I thought we would offer our own version of
The Shipping News to give the Friends a sense of what a busy harbor we tend.
Unlike zoos or art museums, botanical gardens have collections that are readily
distributed to scholars, scientists, and gardeners around the world. We can easily
collect and ship seed and spores, cuttings or scionwood, or seedlings or bulbs.
Botanical gardens exchange lists of seed called indices semina (singular: index
seminum), and there is a constant flow of germplasm through the mail between
gardens. Seed may come from plants within the gardens’ collections or be
harvested from nearby wild areas. In the past year we have ordered hundreds of
seed packets from climates ranging from tropical to alpine, and from countries
such as China, Iran, Sweden, Indonesia, and Chile. In this way we expand the
genetic diversity of the collections in the Conservatory and gardens, providing a
research tool to our students and staff. Our own Index Seminum, sent to 300
botanical gardens around the world, brings in orders for thousands of seed packets
each year.
Our work with endangered species gives students opportunities to propagate
cuttings of some of the rarest plants in the world. The Sahara cypress (Cupressus
dupreziana), one of the world’s twelve rarest trees, was the subject of a
propagation experiment conducted by Bibiana Garcia-Baio ’00 and Conservatory
staff. Our successful experiment resulted in a soon-to-be-published report and a
fine crop of 18 inch plants. These 40 plants were mailed to the Huntington
Botanical Garden in California, which has a climate more suitable to this Saharan
tree, and will be distributed for planting in the Los Angeles area.
Another rare and endangered conifer, Torreya taxifolia, is in severe decline in
its wild habitat in Florida and Georgia due to an undetermined cause. To help
protect it from extinction, we collected cuttings in the wild, which were then
propagated by Smith students. We shipped over 3,000 rooted cuttings to our
collaborator, the Atlanta Botanical Garden, for distribution in the southern states
where this beautiful evergreen might flourish.
During the 1990s, an explosion of research has been conducted on the genus
Taxus (yew) and taxol, a powerful anticancer compound found within yew leaves
and bark. With sponsorship from the National Cancer Institute, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, and private industry, Smith students and Botanic
Garden staff collected species from wild populations around the world, and our
Conservatory now houses the world’s most diverse collection of yews. We have
supplied samples to scientists at universities such as Michigan and North Carolina
State. We have also entered into collaborative agreements with a number of
pharmaceutical and biotechnology firms seeking to screen plants for new
medicinal compounds. Hundreds of samples have been collected from wild plants,
or from the plants within our gardens, and shipped to firms such as Pfizer, Inc.,
and Phyton, Inc.
Other scientists seek plant material from our collections for academic research.
New techniques in genetic analysis allow scientists to measure “relatedness”
among species, genera, and families and have caused considerable rethinking of
plant evolution and taxonomy. We supplied two dozen primitive angiosperms to
Sarah Mathews at Harvard University for her work on angiosperms. To our
longtime friend and collaborator Dr. Shu-Miaw Chaw of the Academia Sinica of
Taiwan, we shipped over fifty cycads and conifers for her work on gymnosperms.
As scientific research becomes more genetics-based, collections in botanical
gardens can become an amazing palette of research material for scientists. The
collections of the Botanic Garden of Smith College are not only a wonderful place
to visit and soothe the soul, but also a powerful set of research tools. 
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Mum’s the Word!

O

Paula Panich

n an overcast early August morning, rubber-booted Steve
Sojkowski toils in the middle of month number 8 of his annual 10month project—preparing for the opening night of the Annual
Fall Chrysanthemum Show. The affable Sojkowski excuses
himself for a moment to assist a helper operating a power
hose. The visitor is surrounded by hundreds of
chrysanthemum plants in 5-inch pots, in the greenhouse
once used for the Plant Physiology classes.
In addition to the pots, there are chrysanthemum plants
growing in eight rectangular boxes, five of which are
trained up a curving trellis made of chicken wire.
Three of the boxes are fitted with conventional
wooden trellises. Small wooden stakes in these boxes
read: ‘Jane Harte’ Daisy Yellow, ‘Ann Canfield,’ and
‘Ann Jones’ Bronze Spoon.
Most of the plants are the products of plant breeding
experiments by generations of horticulture students at Smith
College. “We look for those that are fast growing and
vigorous,” says Sojkowski. Smith Biology Professor
John Burk estimates the tradition of Smith’s Mum
Show began sometime in the 1920s. “Someone from
the class of ’40 was here recently,” Sojkowski says, “and
asked if her chrysanthemum was still here. I got a kick out of
that.”
Sojkowski and other members of the Botanic Garden’s staff
are part of a 2,500-year-old chrysanthemum gardening tradition. The
plant was first cultivated in China, and the first written mention of
ornamental chrysanthemum growing was at the time of Confucius, in the
sixth century B.C.E. The unusual thing about the annual show at Smith
College is what is going on with the chicken wire—a painstaking process
to train the flowers into cascades, which resemble, according to Botanic
Garden staff, “hanging waterfalls of flowers.” Because of the labor- and
time-intensive process, this chrysanthemum training takes place at
perhaps only two or three other botanical gardens in this country. In
Japan, however, where the chrysanthemum has flourished since it was
brought there from China 1,700 years ago, the show tradition still
flourishes, and a number of Japanese cities hold spectacular annual
exhibitions.
Sojkowski begins preparation for the cascades each January. (This is
his seventh year at work in the greenhouse, his thirteenth at Smith
College.) “We take divisions of mother plants,” he says, “and place the 6inch pots under lights—they would go to bud otherwise.” They are then
put in 8-inch pots, and trained on bamboo poles. In June, two divisions
are put into the rectangular troughs, with wire supports that are set at a 45
-degree angle to the sun. Six leaders are pinned to the chicken wire and
are carefully pinched to encourage branching and to increase the number
of buds. The tips of these leaders are not pinched at all; the rest of the
plant will be pinched repeatedly until the second week in September.
“Every pinch,” says Sojkowski, “means another flower bud.” Also in
September, the troughs are placed on barrels, and the cascades are slowly
lowered each week until they are hanging vertically. The plants trained on
conventional trellises will become “walls” of flowers.
The chrysanthemum is a member of the Compositae, or composite

family. Each flower head is
actually a cluster of many
flowers, composed of a
central group of short disk
flowers surrounded by rings
of longer ray flowers.
Chrysanthemums, unknown
to the West until the
seventeenth century, are
classified into nine categories
according to the type and
arrangement of disk and ray
flowers. For example, the
“reflexed” chrysanthemum
consists of ray flowers that
curve downward into an
umbrella shape; the “quill”
has tubular ray flowers that
radiate from the center of the
head.
Each year at the
Chrysanthemum Show, new
hybrids produced by the
previous year’s horticulture class are exhibited,
and visitors are asked to vote for their favorite.
The winning hybrid becomes a part of the
permanent collection at the Lyman Conservatory.


The 1999 Fall Chrysanthemum Show will run
from Saturday, November 6, through Sunday,
November 21. On Friday evening, November 5, a
special opening lecture and reception is planned.
Cheryl Lowe, Horticulture Director of the New
England Wild Flower Society, will speak on
“Plant Conservation in Botanic Gardens: A Case
Study” at 6:30 pm in room 106, Seelye Hall (see
page 10 for more information about our lecture
series). Refreshments will be served afterward in
the Lyman Conservatory, which will be specially
illuminated to show off those cascading
chrysanthemums.

Paula Panich is the publisher and editor of
DIRT: A Garden Journal from the Connecticut River
Valley. This article also appears in the Autumn 1999
issue of DIRT. Contact her at 413-586-8642.
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We wish to express our sincere
thanks to the following volunteers
for the many hours they have
given on behalf of the Botanic
Garden this past year:

Meg Armstrong
Hut Beall
Janet S. Bissell
Diane Bowman
Kathy Bredin
Deb Brown
Eleanor Brown
Anne Cann
Robert Carey
Genevieve L. Casey
Betty Conway
D. Elizabeth Cunningham
Kathryn Drake
Jean Duncan
Pearl Edwards
Lisa Ferree
Stephen Fleury
Jay Girard
Nancy Gluek
Ellice Gonzalez
Mina M. Harrison
Freda Houpt
Mary Ann Hoyt
Cheryl Jones
Anne Keppler
Joyce Ketcham
Carolyn Lawry
Frances Lewis
Susette Lyons
Sigi Marrocco
Joan Martin
Irene Montague
Louis Musante
Fran Nichols
Dee Dee Niswonger
Connie Parks
Carol V. Paul
Virginia Rechtschaffen
Samantha Rothman
Robin Silva
Barbara Smith
Ginny Sullivan
Elizabeth Terp
Kester Warlow-Harry
Claudia Zimmerman
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Madelaine Zadik

olunteers have once again made a tremendous contribution to the
Botanic Garden. It is hard to express how valuable they are to us. We
could not have run such a successful Plant Sale without their help, and we
certainly would not be able to offer the number of guided tours that we
give to school groups. This spring alone, 50 different groups were ably led
through the Conservatory and gardens by this enthusiastic crew. Their
help in counting visitors also enabled us to determine the attendance at our
Bulb and Mum Shows. This year they also served as hosts at Capen
Garden when it was featured on the Annual Friends of Forbes Library
Garden Tour. Our regular Wednesday group has been diligently filling
orders from our Index Seminum. So far this year over 160 gardens from
all over the world have placed orders, and thousands of seed packets have
been sent out.
We hope to offer another volunteer training session in January. We’d
love for you to join us if you can. Please call the office for an application
(413-585-2742). 

Plant Sale Report
Madelaine Zadik

T

his year’s Plant Sale attracted over three hundred interested
gardeners who eagerly descended upon our plant-filled tables at 9:00 am.
Members of the Friends of the Botanic Garden were admitted an hour
before the general public—a significant benefit if you were interested in
Jeffersonia, Helleborus, or Dodecatheon, perennials that disappeared very
quickly. We were quite delighted by the interest in our orchid
offerings. Not a single one was left at the end of the day.
The rains cooperated and held out until the afternoon. We were well
protected under the two tents in the courtyard between McConnell
and Burton Halls, our tables filled with a total of 142 different
kinds of plants. Our raffle of a Stewartia pseudocamellia was
won by Bill Manning of Amherst, a new member of the Friends
of the Botanic Garden who joined in March of this year. The
event brought in over $6,000, including sales of our attractive
aprons, T-shirts, tote bags, and mugs, which are all once again
available for sale in the Conservatory (or you can order them by
mail using the form on page 14).
One of the items earmarked for purchase with the proceeds of
the sale is a digital camera for the Botanic Garden.
Not only will this enable us to document the collections, but it
will also make it easy for us to put images on our website. It
will be an extremely useful tool for students working on
projects at the Botanic Garden.
We want to thank all the volunteers who put in many
many hours potting, labeling, organizing, carting,
arranging, counting, and selling. It all went remarkably
smoothly, despite the hectic time of year. We’ve decided to
move the Plant Sale to the fall in the future, as May is an
extremely busy time at the Botanic Garden. We’ll let you know
as soon as we have selected a date for next year. 
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Magnolia Dreams

O

John Berryhill and Rob Nicholson

ne of the most satisfying moments for us at the Botanic Garden
is when a tree that we have grown from seed flowers for the first time.
Often this takes years or even decades. This spring, we happily observed
the first flower of Magnolia macrophylla, a plant that was started from
seed in 1991 by then-propagator Tracey Putnam. This is a tree with
dramatic, even flamboyant, appeal. Its leaves are among the largest of
any temperate tree, and can grow to three feet long by one foot wide.
The ivory white flowers are equally oversized, the largest of any North
American tree, and have been measured at 14 inches across! With such
tropical luxuriance, it is hard to believe such a tree is found growing in
native populations as far north as Ohio.
During the past few years we have expanded and improved our
collection of this genus of hardy flowering trees. We collected cuttings
from other arboreta (such as the Scott Foundation at Swarthmore
College and Harvard’s Arnold Arboretum), purchased new cultivars
from commercial sources, and received seed collected from eastern
Asia. Some of our magnolia collection suffered in the heavy snow of
April 1, 1997. New growth and corrective pruning have helped restore
the shape to venerable specimens of Magnolia stellata and M. ×
loebneri, whose brittle branches were hit hard in the storm. But we have
also decided to start adding and testing some new blood.
One rare species, Magnolia cylindrica, was planted near the
President’s Residence this past spring. This plant was grown from seed
received from the Hangzhou Botanic Garden in China and is one of a
few growing in New England. The flowers, three small papery sepals
and six petals, creamy-white splotched with purple at the base, are about
4 inches by 1½ inches and are held in an upright tuliplike shape. In bud
the tree appears bedecked with ivory candles. Although only 6 feet now,
it should be spectacular when it reaches its full size of 25 feet. Other
recent plantings on campus include Magnolia ‘Susan,’ a small tree (10
to 15 feet) with reddish purple blossoms, and M. × loebneri ‘Neil
McEacharn,’ an English hybrid with pink flushed flowers.
Perhaps the rarest magnolia of the temperate regions is Magnolia
amoena, the charming magnolia. Found in 1933 by Professor W.C.
Cheng, in the Tienmu Mountains of Chekiang Province in China, it
grows to 40 feet and has rose pink sepals and petals that form a cup. We
obtained seed in 1996 from the Hangzhou Botanic Garden and now
have three plants growing in the Conservatory. We have been fortunate
to find many sheltered, warm spots on campus where we can
successfully grow plants that prefer a hardiness zone a few zones
warmer than ours. However, we plan to increase our numbers of this
rare specimen prior to setting it out for hardiness testing. This way, if
we fail with a plant outside, we can pass along others to gardens further
south.
On a recent trip to the Arnold Arboretum, we collected cuttings of
both old and new magnolias. Magnolia biondii is a rare species that was
only recently brought out of China. Another rare Chinese species,
Magnolia sinensis, is a large shrub with downward facing flowers. The
intense red stamens at the center contrast beautifully with the saucershaped white petals. While we try to grow plants that are of wild origin,
or are rare and endangered, we also grow select cultivars. At the Arnold
we collected tried and true cultivars of Magnolia × soulangiana:
‘Alexandrina,’ ‘Brozzonii,’ ‘Candolleana,’ and ‘Verbanica.’ Magnolia

‘Brozzonii’ is known as the aristocrat of the
soulangianas, with elongated upright white flowers.
The last 20 years have seen an explosion of
exceptional new hybrids and selections. A major
breakthrough was the development of yellow-flowered
cultivars using the genes of Magnolia acuminata, our
native cucumber magnolia, which has greenish-yellow
flowers. ‘Elizabeth,’ developed at the Brooklyn
Botanic Garden, forms a broad dome, and when spring
appears, the plant signals its approval by cloaking its
branches with soft-yellow tuliplike blossoms. Our
other new yellow cultivar, ‘Butterflies,’ has 3 to 4 inch
flowers that are an even darker yellow. Both are hardy,
so our greatest problem will be finding a stage on
campus equal to their drama.
Other recent additions have come from the Gossler
Farms Nursery of Springfield, Oregon, the most
complete commercial source of magnolias in the U.S.
(call 541-746-3922 for their catalog). Magnolia
‘Caerhays Belle’ is a cross of two superb Chinese
magnolias, M. sprengeri and M. sargentiana. The
seedlings of this pairing took 14 years to bloom. This
cultivar has huge, heavily textured, light salmon pink
blossoms of 12 petals. While neither of its parents is
dependably hardy here, we hope to sneak this diva past
winter’s grasp with careful siting. Another stellar
selection from Gossler’s is Magnolia ‘Vulcan,’ with
12 inch blossoms of incredible glowing red-purple.
Great collections grow by increments, with much
sifting and testing of both plants of the natural world
and those developed by the breeders’ art. With these
luscious new magnolias our collection is moving
closer to the greatness we strive for in growing our
Garden.
A great source of information on magnolias is
The Magnolia Society. Check out their website at
http://www.tallahassee.net/~magnolia. 
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Bulb and Chrysanthemum Show
Attendance
Madelaine Zadik

T

his year, 15,579 people attended the
annual Spring Bulb Show during the two weeks
that the show was officially open. This is over
2,000 more than attended last year! We have
actual counts for the past two years thanks to the
efforts of our dedicated volunteers, who spent
many hours, clickers in hand, keeping track of all
our visitors. We charted the daily attendance
figures and found that weekend attendance on fair
-weather days topped 1,800. Rain or snow,
however, cut that down to less than half. Average
weekday attendance this year was 840 (up from
last year’s 649), and visitation on two weekdays
topped 1,000. Since the show continued beyond
the official two weeks, the number of people
viewing the show was actually higher.
We are, of course, very proud of this special
spring display and are glad to see that the
community is enjoying it. This year, for the first
time, we hosted two special evenings in the
Conservatory in addition to the opening reception.
One evening we were open especially for the

Smith community. On another evening open to the public we featured
internationally renowned flamenco guitarist Phillip de Fremery. Since these
additional hours and programs were so well received and the response was
so positive, we will be doing more in the future. Phillip de Fremery will
undoubtedly be back to fill the greenhouses with the beautiful sounds of his
guitar.
Last year we also counted visitors at the Chrysanthemum Show, which
has a much lower attendance. Clearly, some of that is due to the very
different state of mind of our visiting public in March versus November. By
the time March rolls around everyone is hungry for spring flowers and color,
but in November there is not that driving desire to come and view a floral
exhibition. If only everyone knew how spectacular it is! Training the
cascade mums is a very labor-intensive endeavor, and the Botanic Garden of
Smith College is one of the few sites where one can find such an exhibition
outside of Japan. We are looking at different ways to get the word out that
outstanding floral displays also happen at the Botanic Garden in November.
Please be sure to put the dates, November 6 through November 21, on your
calendar now. You are also invited to a lecture by Cheryl Lowe, Horticulture
Director at the New England Wild Flower Society, on November 5. The
lecture begins at 6:30 pm in Seelye 106 and is followed by a reception in the
illuminated Conservatory to preview the Mum Show. (See page 10 for more
information about our lecture series.) 
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An Illustrated History:
The Treasures of the Mortimer
Rare Book Room Lissa E. Harris ’98

T

he history of science contains much that is curiously beautiful, and
nowhere more so than in the botanical sciences. A glance through the
major botanical works of the past few centuries reveals the history of a
discipline where technical knowledge and artistic expressiveness have
frequently served a common purpose.
The Smith College community is fortunate to possess an archive where
such histories are not only preserved, but also made freely available to the
scholarly and the curious. The Mortimer Rare Book Room in Smith’s
Neilson Library is a treasure trove of botanical science and lore. The
collections, which include the great herbals of the Renaissance as well as
nineteenth-century floral illustrations and contemporary botanically
inspired art books, represent European botanical science and illustration
from the time of the earliest printed material through recent history.
The oldest of the Rare Book Room’s botanical holdings, dating back a
venerable five centuries, is a small printed book with woodcut illustrations.
Herbarius latinus, an herbal compiled from various sources by Peter
Schoeffer, was published in 1484. As Elizabeth Kates, Bibliographical
Specialist of the Rare Book Room, points out, this was only a few decades
after Gutenberg had invented the printing press. The first printed books
resembled the painstakingly hand-lettered manuscripts that preceded them,
and often drew on their predecessors’ highly stylized illustrations. “When
type was invented, it was based on manuscript hands,” says Kates, and
from the appearance of the Schoeffer, this seems to be true. The closely set
letters appear inscrutably medieval, and bear a greater resemblance to the
careful hand of a scholarly monk than to latter-day typefaces.
The book in the Rare Book
Room’s collection was owned
by a physician, who made
careful notes in the margins
on the diseases treatable by
each plant. Beside each of
Schoeffer’s Latin plant
names, another owner wrote
more familiar common
names: “Radysh,” in tiny,
precise handwriting, makes
clear the meaning of the Latin
Radix. Interestingly, many of
Schoeffer’s Latin names are
still in use five hundred years
later.
The woodcuts illustrating
Schoeffer’s Herbarius were
copied from illustrations in
manuscripts, which
themselves had been copied
from other manuscripts, so
that each woodcut was many
generations removed from the
Rose from Schoeffer’s 1484 Herbarius latinus original image. As a result, the

Periwinkle from Brunfels’ 1534
Herbarum vivae eicones ad naturae imitationem

Schoeffer woodcuts are highly stylized and
contain few identifying details. Although they are
simple and easy to reproduce (an advantage in a
world in which books were frequently copied),
they would be nearly useless as guides to field
identification. Soon to follow, however, was a
generation of herbalists who would draw their
vivid and lifelike images from plants in the field.
In the sixty years following the publication of
Schoeffer’s Herbarius, botanical illustration
changed dramatically with the publication of three
German classics: voluminous herbals by Leonhart
Fuchs, Otto Brunfels, and Hieronymus Bock (not
to be confused with the phantasmagoric painter
Hieronymous Bosch, of the same period). The
horticulturally minded may recognize from these
names the plant genera Fuchsia and Brunfelsia,
named in honor of the German herbalists.
The life drawings of the German herbals
ushered in a new, Renaissance period of botanical
illustration, at a time in which all of Europe
seemed infused with a new vitality. The spirit of
the age is exemplified in Fuchs’ New
Kreüterbuch, in which an entire page is illustrated
with portraits of the illustrator, the copyist, and
the block-cutter at work producing a woodcut.
The quality of Albrecht Meyer’s illustrations for
the Kreüterbuch was good enough that they could
be used to identify plants in the field, and field
editions containing only the illustrations and a
(Continued on page 8)
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continued

(Continued from page 7)

small amount of text in the margins became
popular. The Rare Book Room has two of
these reduced-size, or “octavo,” editions in the
collections. One, a French translation, was
hand-colored by a previous owner; the
color is still surprisingly fresh.
An encyclopedic tome of botanical lore
and medicine published a century later is
particularly delightful, as it is in modern, if
dated, English. John Gerard, author of The
herball, or Generall historie of plantes,
published in 1633, writes in a note to the
reader,

the 1600s were fantastically diverse. Looking up the familiar
garden Crocus, I found that “it is recommended against the
stoppings of the liver and gall and against the yellow
jaundise.”
Among the more contemporary holdings of the Rare Book
Room is a beautiful set of color floral lithographs by
George Smith, dated 1828. Designed to illustrate the
principles of Linnaean floral classification, the
prints were published for a charitable ladies’
society. Although Linnaeus’s binomial system of
naming organisms is still very much in use today,
his method of classifying plants by floral structure
was rejected with the advent of modern genetics and
evolutionary theory. Aside from providing insight into
For the general differences, affections, &c. of
the ideas of the time, documents such as the Linnaean floral
Plants, I hold it not so fitting nor necessarie for
lithographs show how science becomes incorporated into everme to insist upon them; neither doe I intend in
any large discourse to set forth their many and
wider circles, eventually becoming a pastime for
great uses and vertues: give me leave onely to tell
hobbyists.
you, That God of His infinit goodnesse and
Curator Martin Antonetti exhorts us to think of
bountie hath by the medium of Plants, bestowed
collections like those of the Rare Book Room not as
almost all food, clothing, and medicine upon man.
repositories of ancient ideas and dead languages, but as
Despite this unassuming declaration, Gerard
sources of real and vital knowledge. “There’s nothing
Orchid from Gerard’s
1633 Herball
proceeds, in several hundred pages, to describe
mysterious or ineffable or sacred about it…. This is the
in minute detail the known members of the
raw stuff of research.”
plant kingdom with all their “many and great uses and
I often think of the Botanic Garden of Smith College as a kind of
vertues”—including a few with no apparent virtues at
living museum, a museum not only of the natural history of evolution
all. The monumental scope of the Gerard is made
and taxonomic relationships among plants, but also of the relationships
somewhat less impressive, however, by the fact that
between plants and people, and the ways in which plants have been
Gerard “borrowed” many of his illustrations from
significant to human cultures. As a first-hand account of these histories,
earlier work. Gerard’s Herball contains elaborate
the collections of the Rare Book Room are a perfect counterpart to the
descriptions of the medicinal uses of plants, which in
living collections at the Botanic Garden. 

A Parting Note

M

Lissa E. Harris ’98

y career at the Botanic Garden began in
1997, in the fall of my senior year. As part of a student
internship, I worked with Curator Susan McGlew on
keeping accession records and inventories of the plant
collections. When Susan left the Botanic Garden in the
spring of 1998 to work at the publishing firm of
Sinauer Associates, I joined the ranks of the staff as
Interim Curatorial Assistant, taking charge of the plant
database and the Friends membership records. Over the
past two years, I have learned a great deal about what
goes on “behind the scenes” to ensure that an
institution like the Botanic Garden remains a valuable
resource for both public enjoyment and academic
research. I have also become aware of how lucky we
alums (and students) are to have such a resource in our

midst. Not until I began working here did I realize that not every small
liberal arts college has such outstanding botanical collections, or that
plant material from our Conservatory supplies the raw materials for
taxonomic and biotechnological research around the world.
These are days of great transition for the Botanic Garden, and it has
been quite a job for us all keeping everything running smoothly here.
Yet, the Botanic Garden remains a place of vision and purpose. I am
continually amazed at the dedication and professionalism of the
Botanic Garden staff. They not only kept the campus and
Conservatory looking wonderful through a year made difficult by staff
shortages and one of the worst droughts on record, but they increased
the number of wild-collected species offered to fellow gardens in the
annual seed list, put on extraordinarily successful Bulb and Mum
Shows, and hosted an exceptional series of lectures and events. It has
been a pleasure and an honor to work with my colleagues here, and I
will continue to keep in touch with the Botanic Garden as I pursue
other opportunities. 
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An Unpinely Pine
Rob Nicholson

W hen is a pine not a pine, or an oak not an oak? These
seemingly simple questions could involve a lifetime of study for
the plant systematist. The concepts of genus and species
have been with us for more than two centuries, and even
today, scientists wrestle with whether they are valid.
The boundaries that separate one species from another
can be unclear, and it is often the plants at the edges of
a definition—whether a genus or a species—that present
the greatest challenges to the taxonomist. Does an aberrant
or highly distinct population of plants warrant a new species
designation? Is it so unusual that it represents a new genus,
or even a new family?
The group of gymnosperms we know by the common
name of pine belongs to the genus Pinus, which includes
over 100 accepted and described species. Occurring primarily in the
Northern Hemisphere, the genus has one of the widest natural
distributions of any group of trees on the planet. Pines can be found
growing from 70 degrees north latitude in Siberia to below the equator on
Sumatra. Pinus rigida is bathed by ocean spray on the coast of New
England, while pines in Mexico and the Himalayas grow 10,000 feet
above sea level. Experts on the genus Pinus put all pines into one of two
subgenera. Strobus (Haploxylon) contains the soft or white pines, while
Pinus (Diploxylon) are the hard pines. In 1966, Critchfield and Little
proposed a third subgenus, Ducampopinus, containing only the species
Pinus krempfii.
A tall pine native to the tropical forests of Vietnam, Pinus krempfii is
probably the most poorly known and least understood in terms of its
taxonomic placement. It is a highly unusual pine, as its leaves are broad
and flattened rather than being needlelike. In its native forests, where it
can only be found with some difficulty, it grows to a colossal height,
towering over the surrounding flora. Described in 1921 by French botanist
Henri Lecomte and named for the discoverer M. Krempf, it has never
been widely collected, and as far as I could determine, no specimens are in
cultivation outside of Vietnam. Recent taxonomic research suggests that
the species is closely related to the bristlecone and pinyon pines, but there
is still a lack of consensus about this rarity. It was decided that collecting
live material for genetic analysis would give researchers the DNA needed
to solve this puzzle.
In the autumn of 1998 I teamed with Dr. Shu-Miaw Chaw of the
Academy of Sciences in Taipei, Taiwan, to collect rare conifers of Taiwan
and Vietnam. We wished to bring into cultivation many rare and
endangered species for future research purposes, and Dr. Chaw was to
collect DNA samples of conifers for her work on the evolution and
phylogeny of gymnosperms. Our research team was to have an
extraordinarily successful trip, and the Lyman Conservatory now houses
such rarities as A mentotaxus formosana, Cephalotaxus wilsoniana,
Cephalotaxus mannii, Calocedrus macrolepis, Taxus wallichiana,
Keteleeria evelyniana, Podocarpus neriifolius, and the only known plants
of Pinus krempfii in North America.
We began our journey with a visit to Dr. Le Thi Xuan, the head of the
Biotechnology Institute, whom we knew from prior collecting trips. She
had been instrumental in linking us to Dr. Tran Ngoc Ninh, a capable field
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Pinus krempfii, from Buchholz,
J. T., “A flat-leaved pine from
Annam, Indo-China,” 1951, in
American Journal of Botany 38:
245–252

botanist who accompanied us on
our expedition. As we were
leaving, she pulled us aside and
said, “Be careful in the Dalat
Forest, it is full of danger.”
“What kind of danger,” I replied,
“two-legged or four-legged?”
“Danger of every kind,” was her parting
comment.
After two flights we landed at Dalat airport,
then drove upward into the hills. On the town’s
outskirts lay the Biological Institute, located in a
former Catholic monastery. It was built by
Catholic monks in 1950 but lost to the
Communist takeover in 1954. Despite the
apparent low budget, the institute has a tissue
culture lab and is involved in conserving the
many endemic plant and animal species of the
region. In the small nursery outside grew a
number of conifer species we had sought,
including Taxus wallichiana, Dacrydium elatum,
Fokienia hodginsii, and Podocarpus neriifolius.
The former Director of the Arnold Arboretum,
Dr. Peter Ashton, had been to Dalat and related
to me that a specimen of the rare Pinus krempfii
grew in a park at the outskirts of town. We first
checked the Valle d’Amour Park with no
success. But at Cong Ty Park we found a
Keteleeria evelyniana in cone and then 50 feet
away the prize, a specimen of Krempf’s pine. It
looked like a broad-leaved Podocarpus from
only 10 feet away, but on close examination it
held its new “candles” like a pine and did indeed
smell like a pine when crushed. We happily
collected needles and herbarium specimens.
A hard rain threatened our scheduled
departure, but the dawn broke clear as we began
to pack our war-vintage Russian jeep. We piled
in, and as we drove out of town, armies of
schoolchildren trudged down the road toward the
morning’s classes. Nine kilometers out from the
institute we halted beside a roadside grove of
Keteleeria evelyniana. Belonging to the pine
family, keteleerias grow well in our southern
states but are poorly known horticulturally and
taxonomically. We continued on the muddy redorange road, passing a small reservoir and
hydroelectric plant and crossing a very suspect
bridge into an unpopulated and relatively
undisturbed geography. Shouldering our packs,
we marched out, over the crest of a small hill.
Rising above a primeval evergreen forest was
(Continued on page 10)
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Biological diversity must be treated more
seriously as a global resource, to be
indexed, used, and above all, preserved.

Fall 1999

Biodiversity Speaker Series

T hose words were delivered by one of this
century’s great biologists, E.O. Wilson, at the
National Forum on Biodiversity in 1986. Since that
time, the term biodiversity has entered into the
public lexicon, even though it translates to most
people as “all that stuff in the rainforest.” In our
increasingly technological age, the stewardship of
the world’s life-forms seems a remote concern.
At the Botanic Garden we are acutely aware of the
problems and issues concerning the cultivation and
conservation of plant life. We propagate and
distribute thousands of rare and endangered plants,
and our extensive collections are regularly used as a
source of research material for scientists worldwide.
The biologists of the future are trained within our
walls, and the growth of their imagination and skills
is as important as the growth of our favorite plants.
This fall, the Botanic Garden of Smith College is
proud to present a slate of speakers to address the
topic of biodiversity, all bringing different
perspectives from their personal work experiences.
On November 1 the Garden is pleased to bring Dr.
Peter Ashton of Harvard University to our lectern.
Dr. Ashton is one of the world’s foremost authorities
on tropical forest ecology and the family
Dipterocarpaceae, and is the former Director of the
Arnold Arboretum. His extensive research on the
dynamics of tropical forests of Southeast Asia makes

Rob Nicholson
him particularly well grounded in his
lecture topic, “How Can Research Save
the Rainforest?” This lecture by one of
the world’s great tropical biologists is not to be missed. We begin with a
reception at 4:00 pm, and the lecture is at 4:30 pm.
On November 5 Cheryl Lowe, Horticulture Director at the New
England Wild Flower Society, speaks on “Plant Conservation in Botanic
Gardens: A Case Study.” This lecture promises a mix of practical and
cutting edge horticultural techniques, and an insider’s look at one of New
England’s most spectacular gardens. Ms. Lowe is one of the most
respected botanical garden professionals in New England. Her lecture
begins at 6:30 pm. Immediately afterward, the Lyman Conservatory will
debut the last Chrysanthemum Show of the millennium!
A graduate of the class of 1981, Dr. Francesca Grifo returns to campus
on December 6. She earned a doctorate in systematic botany from Cornell
University, researching the Myrtaceae of neotropical cloudforests. Her
interests are broadly centered on the conservation of biodiversity and the
integration of research into public policy. She is the former Director of the
Center for Biodiversity and Conservation of the American Museum of
Natural History, and is now teaching at Columbia University. She has
helped to shape policy regarding the Convention on Biodiversity and
biological prospecting, and her lecture is titled “Biodiversity and Human
Health.” Welcome back one of Smith’s own and do a little networking.
Mark your calendar for the 4:30 pm starting time.
Check our Events Calendar on page 15 for all the times and locations.
We thank the Department of Biological Sciences for cosponsoring the
lectures by Dr. Peter Ashton and Dr. Francesca Grifo. 

An Unpinely Pine
(Continued from page 9)

the pine we had come so far to see and collect, Pinus
krempfii. Rather than having a spirelike habit, this
forest giant had a broad crown, more like an oak than
any pine I could remember having seen. We started
down the slope. The forest floor was a soft, spongy,
humusy soil, dotted with ferns and seedlings of the
evergreen trees around us. Many primitive flowering
plants were present. It seemed a forest undisturbed
since the Cretaceous period. Orchids were common,
having fallen from the branches above. We made our
way to the large pine we had seen from the hilltop. It
was a tree of mythic proportions, about 130 feet
high, with a trunk girth of 18 feet and the first branch
at a height of 80 feet. Climbing the tree to harvest
cones was unreasonably risky without proper
equipment, so we had to forage for what we could
find on the ground.
Our party of five took to combing the forest floor,
looking for fallen cones from prior years that might
still harbor a seed or two, and for seedlings and

saplings we might dig up. At one point I searched farther away from the
party only to be cautioned by Dr. Tran to come back into the fold. “There
are tigers,” he warned. We found 4 younger trees and about 20 seedlings
to bring to our respective institutes. The leaves were unlike any pine
needles I had ever seen, curving blades a quarter inch wide by four
inches long, in pairs. Each individual Pinus krempfii leaf has a greater
surface area and more photosynthetic area than the typical pine needle.
The Dalat habitat may be one of the most humid environments in which
pines are found, and the increased leaf area may be necessary simply to
move enough water through the plant to draw up nutrients from the soil.
In contrast, the cones we found were easily recognizable as pine cones.
Our Vietnamese colleagues were intent on getting out of the forest as
quickly as possible, and counseled against crossing the valley to look for
more. But I had collected a cache of rarities for our Conservatory, and we
had the precious DNA samples for the genetic work. We hiked out of the
ravine, up the grassy slopes, and down to our vehicle. Our success fueled
our good mood, and we sat on the side of the road, talking about our
various plant specialties and favorite species. I glanced down at my feet,
and in the gutter saw a spent bullet casing, American made, a relic from a
war that tore both nations apart. It was my final collection of the day. 
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The Botanic Garden of Smith College is grateful to our supporters who help make our work
possible. We wish to express our sincerest thanks to the following contributors who have given
so generously in the last year, from July 1, 1998, through June 30, 1999.

Corporate, Foundation and
Government Grants

Memorial Gifts

Institute of Museum and Library
Services
Phyton, Inc.
Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust


In memory of Margaret Addis ’46
Mrs. Kathleen Hilfinger
In memory of Eleanor Alexander ’19
Mrs. Lois Kelley Stout
In memory of Carolyn Beck ’57
Mary L. Schaffner
Washington D. C. Smith
College Club
In memory of Carol Brown ’11
Mrs. H. Newcomb Eldredge
Jules & Julianne Hirsh
In memory of Kathy Christman
Mrs. Ariel J. Langseth
In memory of Lyn Corbett ’74
Mrs. Martin P. Judge
In memory of
Ruth Dunlap Coughlin ’33
Mrs. Russell E. Whitmyer
In memory of Alice Norma Davis ’30
Mr. Paul D. Davis
In memory of Susheela De Silva ’56
Mrs. Antonia Shoham
In memory of Helen Jones Duff ’18
Molly Duff Woehrlin
In memory of Louise Eames ’28
Nancy W. Smith
In memory of Harold Faulkner
Dr. Frank T. Mansure
In memory of Virginia Glover ’43
Carolyn S. Dejanikus
In memory of Edith Bramwell
Reilly Hand ’52
B. R. Hand
In memory of Frances Smith Hood ’23
Family of Frances Smith Hood
In memory of Marie L’Heureux
Christine Barbuto
Chrissie Bell
Judith Biardi
Cynthia Button
Michele Cotnoir
Kathleen J. Curry
Sally C. Donohue
Rachel V. Farley
Anita F. Hickey
Deborah A. Johnson
Gerard L’Heureux
Nicole A. L’Heureux
Joyce A. Leamy
Dorothy A. Nagle
Patricia A. O'Neil
David E. Osepowicz
Mary J. Philpott
Audrey J. Pomeroy
Eleanor Rothman
Miss Cynthia L. Rucci
William Sheehan
& Katherine Robertson

Foundation, Corporate
and Organization Donors

The Arthur and Alice Kramer
Foundation
Baystate Perennial Farm
Berkshire Botanical Garden
BF Foundation
C. L. Frank & Co.
Converse Middle School PTO
Cortes Associates
Dayton Foundation Depository
From The Ground Up
Gardens By Design, Inc.
The Garden Group, Inc.
Green Gardeners of West Hartford
Harriet Ford Dickenson
Foundation
Harriet Marple Plehn Trust
John and Ann Coleman Fund
Lenox Garden Club
Leo Wasserman Foundation
Maren D. Moore Trust
Marvin and Ann K. Collier Fund
The New Greenfield Garden Club
Niner Foundation
Reeve Garden Holidays, Inc.
Saltbox
Susan R. Deland Charitable Fund
Unique Gardens


Matching Gifts

Comsat
GE Fund
General Re Corporation
J. P. Morgan & Company, Inc.
Johnson & Johnson
New England Electric Systems
Provident Mutual
Tilia Foundation


Bequests

Martha Ely Marquis
Elizabeth Power Richardson
Elizabeth A. Spetnagel
Louise de Bevers Spetnagel
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In memory of Marie L’Heureux
(continued)
Myra B. Smith
Kathleen M. Yarnell
Maryann Ziomek
In memory of
Elizabeth A. McBeath ’82
Joanne Corey
Laila M. Ellias
Jillian Fenton & Blake Billings
Lucia Krompart
Meredith A. Morris
Amy Northcutt
Julie W. Priest
Jennifer Server
Ms. Mary H. Wallace
In memory of
Kathleen McCarthy ’74
Ms. Catherine Winifred Brown
Ms. Paulette Steinberg Kessler
Martha Morse
In memory of Ruth W. Miller ’35
Cornelia A. Miller
In memory of
Kathleen O’Connell ’74
Ms. Catherine Winifred
Brown
Ms. Paulette Steinberg Kessler
Martha Morse
In memory of Frances Powers ’23
Alice Q. Osborne
In memory of
Ruth Brown Richardson ’13
Janet L. Watlington
In memory of Jennifer Spencer ’99
Nancy Brownfield
Marilyn R. Schuster
In memory of
Elizabeth A. Spetnagel ’28
Mrs. Jaywood Lukens
Pamelia P. Tisza
In memory of
Louise de Bevers Spetnagel ’29
Mrs. Jaywood Lukens
In memory of
Mary Mattison van Schaik ’31
William T. Fleming and Ann
Colangelo
Pamela S. Mayer
Mary L. Schaffner
Ernestine van Schaik
Jacoba van Schaik
In memory of
Raye Ann Simon Weenick ’59
Myra Gold Wrubel


In honor of JoAnne Brown
Jessica A. Brown
In honor of William Campbell
Edith Arnold Sisson
In honor of
Susan Komroff Cohen ’62
Ruth and Albert Sims
In honor of Daniel &
Joanna Melone
Mrs. Stewart H. Steffey
In honor of Helen Searing
Lila Fendrick
In honor of Rabbi & Mrs.
Yechiael Lander
Lynn Schlesinger
In honor of Jean Woodhull
Alice L. Saidel

Lyman Renovation
Fund

Paula Deitz
Mrs. Thomas J. Hubbard
Martha Ely Marquis

Smith College Clubs

Belmont Smith College Club
Franklin County Smith
College Club
Washington, D.C., Smith
College Club


Beverly Duncan
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Gift-in-Kind Donations

Contributing Members

Individual & Dual Members

Kathleen Carr
Mrs. Pearl H. Edwards
Estate of Elizabeth Power
Richardson


Adrienne Auerswald
Julia Gibson Axtell
Lucy Wilson Benson
Ann Boermeester Borelli
Betty Butzer Brown
Kathryn L. Campbell
Alison Duff Cannon
Elfrida L. Chappell
Mrs. Chris H. Cowperthwait
Liebe Sokol Diamond, M.D.
Ms. Donna K. Donaghy
Mrs. Arthur B. Du Bois
Mrs. Richard B. Dunn
Mrs. Paul A. Erskine
Lisa Ferree
Barbara N. Findlay
Dana Rees Folley
Florence Bryan Fowlkes
Eileen Gisser Gold
Mary Anne Guitar
Mrs. Alma I. Hix
Belinda Keyser Kaye
Susan Booth Keeton
Jane Keough
Wendy V. Mallory
Ms. Maren D. Moore
Mrs. Ann Leslie Moore
Nancy B. Mott
Ms. Joanne Dunne Murphy
Margaret A. Myers
Mrs. Anne Noble
Ann Colton Nussbaum
Janice Carlson Oresman
Marcia Lontz Osborn
Barbara Palmer
Jayme Parent and Jay Talbot
Anna M. Pearce
Nancy Pendleton
Deborah Stevenson Peterson
Suzanne M. Pilskaln
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley W. Pinney
Kathleen Pitney
Mrs. V. B. A. Rambusch
Nancy Ross
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Russell, Jr.
Rita Seplowitz Saltz
Kathleen C. Sherrerd
Jocelyn Arundel Sladen
Susan E. Smalley
Mrs. Ronald M. Smith
Mary Daley Sullivan
Joan Thompson
Lucy Keith Tittmann
Nancy R. Turner
Mrs. Jack H. Vernon
Elizabeth G. Vestner
Louise Eastman Weed
Mary Partridge Wells
Dorothy M. Woodcock
Ella May T. Wulff
Melanie P. Yang


Stacey J. Ackerman
Mr. Frank R. Adamski
Mary D. Albro
Patricia M. Allen
Jeane W. Anastas
Patricia A. Atkins
Kate Baxter
Barbara Beccio
Heather L. Beveridge
Virginia B. Birkby
Mary Ellen Birkett
Suzanne Rinehart Bishop
Janet S. Bissell
Ms. Carolyn Bitetti
Lorna R. Blake
Barbara B. Blumenthal
Mrs. James F. Bodine
Lee Sullivan Born
Mrs. John H. Boyer
Mrs. John A. Boynton
Carroll W. Brentano
Joy Daniels Brower
Katie Brown
Jane G. Bryden
Ida Mahoney Bucher
Ms. Christine Buchholz
Ann and Bob Burger
Cynthia Ross Burmeister
Robin A. Burton
Marie Stella Byrnes
Carrie S. Cadwell
Ms. Colleen R. Callahan
Caroline S. Carbaugh
Kathleen Carr
Elizabeth Walter Catelli
Ms. Joan Cenedella
Katharine D. Chalmers
Pam Chamberlain
A. Clark-Heider
Carol R. Collier
Mae Elizabeth Conway
Minette Switzer Cooper
H. William Copeland
Mr. Thomas C. Corbett
Mrs. John A. Corry
Ms. Paula V. Cortes
Katherine E. Cowles
Mrs. Albert M. Creighton, Jr.
Michele Critelli
Jacqueline Bowers Cross
Mrs. James P. Crutcher
Libby Cryer
Mrs. Margaret Flanders Darby
Joanna B. Dean
Nancy S. Deffeyes
Jean and David Dempsey
Mrs. Robert L. Demuth, Jr
Rosemary Dickerson
Luba Djurdjinovic
Ruth Dodds
Karen D. Doherty

Members of the Friends of
the Botanic Garden
Patrons

Joan Pokross Curhan
Mrs. Bruce M. Forrester
Marguerite P. Foster
Mrs. Thomas J. Hubbard
Mrs. Jaywood Lukens
Betsy S. Michel
Lynden Breed Miller
Mrs. Richard T. Niner
Mr. & Mrs. David R. Pokross
Mrs. Virginia S. Risley
Mrs. Russell E. Whitmyer

Benefactors

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Coleman
Marvin and Ann Collier
Paula Deitz
Mrs. F. Stanton Deland, Jr.
Alice Blumenfeld Kramer
Rosamond Horton Lownes
Elizabeth Cooley Pinto
Sarah Chase Shaw
Marcia McMinn Zweig

Sustaining Members

Alice Marsh Abbott
Susan Komroff Cohen
Alexandra M. Daugherty
Nancy Watkins Denig
Elizabeth Scott Eustis
Mr. Christopher L. Frank
Helen C. Gabriel
Mrs. Lile R. Gibbons
Priscilla Hansen
Mrs. Thomas R. Shepard, Jr.
Carlyn Joan Steiner
Elizabeth A. Straus
Anne Van Vleck Webb


Cynthia B. Driscoll
Eileen Rooney Driscoll
Barbara Drollette
Ellen S. Eddy
Mrs. Pearl H. Edwards
Christina J. Eldridge
Ms. Milly Ellis
Professor Frank H. Ellis
Jean Ely
Polly A. Estes
Lorena B. Faerber
Mrs. Irving L. Fass
Joan A. Faust
Linda Fisher
Professor Dean Flower
Peter Flynn
Nan B. Freeman
Marjorie C. Freer
Charlotte M. Frieze and Peter
C. Jones
Mrs. James B. Fullman
Alex Ghiselin and Diane Welter
Copper Giloth
Katherine K. Gilson
Ms. Martha K. Glover
Ms. Nancy Goldstein
Ellice Gonzalez
Dorothy R. Gorra
Rebecca Gorra
Molly Grabowski
Mrs. J. Barrett Grant
Elizabeth McLean Grant
Judith A. Greene
Jane Guiliano
Ms. Jane Gwyn
Mrs. John B. Hall
Mrs. Gabrielle Hack Hall
Mrs. William F. Hartfiel, Jr.
Mary E. Harvey
Mary Lou Heiss
Mrs. Jean S. Henning
Ms. Marian Linda Herz
Susan Hickenlooper
Dawn M. Hill
Ann W. Hilliard
Ellen C. Holch
Sally A. Hulsman
Miss Marcia J. Hunkins
Anne L. Hunscher
Mrs. Walter J. Hunziker, Jr.
Kim N. Inaba Hurley
Dianne Foster Igleheart
Judith Jacobson
Mrs. Robert O. Jennings
Mrs. Emily Ostheimer Jones
Bobette Reed Kahn
Dr. Alfred J. Kaiser
Julia Quarles Keggi
Anne F. Keppler
Robin Kinder
Maribeth and Jack Klobuchar
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Please accept our sincere apologies for any accidental
omissions or misspellings and advise us of any errors so
we may record and publish corrections.

Members of the Friends of
the Botanic Garden
Individual & Dual Members

continued
Elaine D. Knowles
Ms. Luanne B. Knox
Ms. Anna M. Korn
Mark L. Kramer
Mrs. Marvin H. Kraus
Pamela J. Kukucka
Michelle LaBorde and Jason Faucher
Ruth-Alice Laliberte
John Lancaster & Daria D’Arienzo
Mary H. Laprade
Constance T. Latson
Mrs. Kenneth E. Laubshire
Ellen F. Leahy-Pile
Ann Leone
Mr. Arnold G. Levinson
Cheryl Winter Lewy
Margaret Lieb
Lila Lieberman
Ms. Wendy J. Lindquist
Anne W. Linville
L. Philip Lizotte
Mira A. Locher
Allison Lockwood
Cathy Ann Longinotti
Mrs. Rolf T. Lundberg
Ann Lundy
Jennifer Lussier
Nancy Macy
Mrs. David J. Maitland
Mrs. Helen J. Majercik
Mrs. John T. Malarkey
Mr. William J. Manning
Renata S. Manomaitis
Mr. and Mrs. David E. March
Natalie Ann Mariano, M.D.
Marla A. Markowski
Ms. Harriet B. Marple
Laura Martineau
Lisa A. Martinez
Amanda A. Mayo
Patricia P. McCarter
Ms. Kathleen M. McDonald
Harriet A. McKissock
Anne G. McNeill
Donna L. Meehan
Carol and Craig Melin
Mrs. Marion Mendelson
Mrs. Lawrence J. Merson
Gail Margaret Michael
Rhoda M. Micocci
Mrs. John T. Middaugh
Nessa E. Moll
April F. Mongillo
Jane Ross Moore
Mr. Mark Morford

Phyllis Susan Mount
Ms. Susan M. Mulgrew
Ms. Susan H. Munger
Mrs. Katharine T. Murray
Mrs. George A. Nicholson III
Sara A. Niles
David and Claire Norton
John D. O’Brien
Barbara O’Brien
Anne O’Donnell
Mrs. Philip T. O’Sullivan
Mrs. Richard S. Ostberg
Miss Hazel Palmer
Mary Parker
Frances W. Parker
Constance A. Parks and Brian S. Rose
Ellen and Steve Paul
Mrs. Elizabeth B. Payton
Elisabeth Morgan Pendleton
Elizabeth L. Pettit
Susanne Phippen
Oakes Plimpton
Dr. Susan H. Pollack
Mrs. Arlene H. Pollack
Martha Potyrala
Esther Pullman
Ms. Paula A. Pursley
Ms. Amy Wing Quigley
Tara Rahkola
Judith Reeve
Sarah Drew Reeves
Ms. Marion B. Rhodes
Caroline C. Riggs
Alice E. Robbins
Mrs. Algernon Roberts
Cathy Roberts
Alfreda Robertson
Sally S. Roth, M.D.
Eleanor Rothman
Dr. Lincoln Russin
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin G. Saphar
Ms. Barbara G. Schlein
Elizabeth Schmitt
Marianne M. Schumann
Diana F. Seacord
Ms. Elizabeth N. Shapiro
Virginia A. Sharpe, Ph.D.
Mary S. Shaub
Theodora and William Shepherd
Elizabeth K. Sheppard
Judy L. Shindel
Robin Silva
Mr. Paul Slater
Mrs. Catharine C. Smith
Josephine B. Smith

Mrs. William H. Smith
Miss Emma-Marie Snedeker
Patrick Sofarelli
Ms. Elizabeth B. Soper
Mr. Edward J. Sourdiffe
Jayne M. Spielman
Ms. Jocelyn Spragg
Sandra-Leigh Sprecker
Ruth S. Sproull
Mrs. Paul V. Steenstrup
Ms. Susan J. Steenstrup
Mrs. James D. Stevenson
Lusia C. Stewart
Marcella Loveless Stilwell
Lee Stookey
Joseph G. Strauch, Jr.
Joanne M. Stuart
Martha and Ronald Subber
Heather and Patrick Sullivan
Mrs. Jere N. Sullivan
Donna Vidal Svirsky
Ms. Sara Leslie Swain
Ms. Sally S. Taylor
Hilah Bryan Thomas
Shavaun R. Towers
Kasey L. Treadwell
Mrs. Jean E. Trocme
Mary Truslow
Robin M. Ulanow, M.D.
Ladda Upatham
Mrs. Winifred C. Valens
Mrs. M. Theodore Van Leer
Miss Margaret A. Waggoner
Mrs. Phebe Wallace
Laura E. Wallenstein
Mrs. William B. Warner
Susan B. Wasch
Mrs. Willard T. Weeks
Janice P. Weiner
Mrs. Hilda Kugel Weinstein
Mr. Raymond A. Werbe
Mrs. Robert K. Wickware
Lisa Ann Wilsher
Dorian Rogers Winslow
Mrs. Norman F. Wiss, Jr.
Helen A. Woynar
Mrs. Ruth Kimberly Young
Frank Zabawa
Ms. Rosalyn S. Zakheim
Dr. Ann S. Zartler
Ms. Annette M. Zaytoun
Laura L. Zaytoun
Robin Lee Zitter


Student Members

Lucy K. Baldwin
Caroline W. Batson
Luke Hall-Jordan
Elizabeth Land
Jennifer M. Lee
Susan Lerner
Tracy Levin
Linda Phelps
Satya V. Rhodes-Conway
Cynthia D. Stern
Marion Bierwirth Woolam

Other Donations

Nancy A. Cheevers
Kimberly Farrick
Laura H. Gray
Tracey L. John
Catherine Rodgers Perez
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Kew Internships

J ennifer Chin ’00 and Katherine

Madelaine Zadik

Borland ’00 are the two most recent
participants in an internship program for
Smith College students at the Royal Botanic
Garden, Kew, England. Now in its sixth year,
this program, the only undergraduate
internship offered at Kew, offers the students
a unique opportunity to learn state-of-the-art
scientific techniques in molecular biology and
conservation genetics. The interns work under
the guidance of Drs. Mark Chase and Michael
Faye in Kew’s Jodrell Laboratory, a worldclass research laboratory, alongside graduate
students and postdoctoral fellows. Interns use
DNA sequencing and DNA fingerprinting to
address issues in plant systematics and plant
conservation. Jennifer and Kate conducted
research on the genera Tulipa and Iris.

There are many people whose efforts have made it possible for the
Friends of the Botanic Garden to offer this exceptional internship. We
wish to thank Paula Deitz ’59, who was instrumental in establishing the
internship. Muriel Kohn Pokross ’34 and her family have established an
endowment that provides funding for student travel and stipends. This
year, the students’ stipends were supported by a generous donation from
Pamela Sheeley Niner ’63, as well as by the Howard Hughes Medical
Institute. Lisa Morrison Baird ’76 has been acting as the liaison between
Kew and the Botanic Garden of Smith College, and she has been
instrumental in making all the necessary arrangements to ensure that the
internships run smoothly. We also wish to thank the Smith College Club
of Great Britain, which always gives the students a warm welcome.
Since this internship has been so successful, we are pursuing other
potential internship sites for our budding botanists and horticulturists. We
are hoping that with your help we will be able to establish similar
internships at other gardens around the world. 

Botanic Garden Gifts Order Form

Botanic Garden Logo
© 1999 Margaret P. Holden







All styles and colors are
now back in stock and
the Centennial “Topsoil”
T-shirts are back by
popular demand!

Botanic Garden T-Shirts with Logo—$15

Sweatshirts with Logo

Teal
Natural
S
M
L
XL

@$25

$

@$10
@$15

$
$

@$15

$

@$15

$

Botanic Prints

@$25

$

Mugs with Logo

@$ 5

$

Open Tote(s)
Zippered Tote(s)

Gold, Willow Green, Royal, Teal or Natural
100% Cotton, S, M, L, XL

Aprons with Logo

Botanic Garden Sweatshirts with Logo—$25

Topsoil T-Shirts

Teal or Natural
100% Cotton, S, M, L, XL

Brown
S
M

Botanic Garden Canvas Tote Bags with Logo



Botanic Garden Aprons with Logo—$15



Centennial T-Shirts—$15
“A Century of Women on Topsoil”



Gold
Willow
Royal
Natural
S
M
L
XL
@$15
$

Tote Bags with Logo

Open Tote—18"19"4½" Natural—$10
Zippered Tote—22"15"5" Teal—$15



T-Shirts with Logo

Forest Green
L
XL

TOTAL ENCLOSED $

24"×28" with two pockets, Forest Green

Back in Stock!

Brown or Forest Green, 100% cotton, S, M, L, XL

Name:

Botanic Print—$25

Address:

Theobroma cacao (chocolate tree)
from Lyman Plant House, 7" × 10"
Limited signed edition by Pamela See '73

Botanic Garden Mugs—$5

White ceramic with black logo

City/State:

Zip:

Checks payable to The Friends of the Botanic Garden
Send to: The Botanic Garden of Smith College
Northampton, MA 01063
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Calendar of Events — Fall 1999
September 2
through
September 20
Tuesday
November 2
9:00 am
McConnell
B-05

Distribution of ivy plants to incoming
students
An annual gift from the Friends of the
Botanic Garden.
History of Landscape Design
A lecture for the Horticulture class that is
open to the public.
Susan Komroff Cohen ’62, ASLA, RLA,
Principal, Susan Cohen Landscape
Architecture, and Coordinator, Landscape
Design Program, New York Botanical Garden.

Saturday
November 6
through
Sunday
November 21
10:00 am–
4:00 pm

Fall Chrysanthemum Show
Outstanding display of chrysanthemums
featuring a variety of flowers and training
techniques including cascades, standards, and
student hybrids.
An opening lecture and reception will be held
on Friday, November 5.

Monday
November 15
6:00–9:00 pm

Special Evening at the Chrysanthemum
Show. The Smith College community is
invited to attend a special evening illumination
of the Mum Show. Open to all students and
employees, their partners and children, and
members of the Friends of the Botanic Garden.

Biodiversity Lecture Series
Monday
November 1
4:30 pm
McConnell
B-05

How Can Research Save the Rainforest?
Peter Ashton, Ph.D., Harvard University.
Refreshments at 4:00 pm in McConnell
Foyer. Cosponsored by the Department of
Biological Sciences.

Friday
November 5
6:30 pm
Seelye 106

Plant Conservation in Botanical Gardens:
A Case Study
Cheryl Lowe, M.S., Horticulture Director,
New England Wild Flower Society.
Followed by a reception in the
Lyman Conservatory and the opening of
the Fall Chrysanthemum Show. The
Conservatory will be illuminated.

Monday
December 6
4:30 pm
McConnell
B-05

Biodiversity and Human Health
Francesca Grifo ’81, Ph.D., Columbia
University Center for Environmental
Research and Conservation.
Refreshments at 4:00 pm in McConnell
Foyer. Cosponsored by the Department of
Biological Sciences.

Friends Membership

W

Madelaine Zadik

e are now keeping track of the membership of the Friends of
the Botanic Garden of Smith College alongside our plant records.
Owing to the tireless efforts of Lissa Harris and Diane Bowman, we
are fully up and running on our new system. All the Friends
membership records are being maintained here at the Botanic Garden,
and all renewal notices are being sent directly from our office. Our
efforts toward improving communications with our members has
already led to an improved renewal rate, and current memberships
number over 500. Records of all contributions will, however, still be
maintained by the Office of Advancement.
All memberships will be on an annual renewal schedule with
renewal notices being mailed in the fall. Please let us know if you do
not get a renewal notice by the end of October. If you would like to
renew early, just use the form on the back cover, or you can help us
increase our membership by passing along the form to someone you
know who might be interested in joining.
If you have any questions about your membership or need to inform
us of any changes, please give us a call at 413-585-2742. Thanks. 

Meghna Prasad ’99
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The Botanic Garden of Smith College
Northampton, MA 01063

You are invited to join

The Friends of the Botanic Garden of Smith College
ALL MEMBERS RECEIVE:
A copy of Celebrating a Century: The Botanic Garden of Smith College
Botanic Garden News, including a calendar of events, twice a year
 Invitations to plant show preview parties and receptions
 Invitations to members-only hours at the annual Plant Sale
 Invitations to Botanic Garden symposia
 Invitations to Botanic Garden travel/study programs



YES, I WANT TO BECOME A FRIEND OF THE BOTANIC GARDEN OF SMITH COLLEGE!
Membership Categories
€Patron $1,000
€Benefactor $500
€Sustaining $250
€Contributing $100

Name:
€Family/Dual
€Individual $25
€Student $10

$50

Class Year (alumnae):

Address:
City/State:

Zip:

E-mail:

Enclosed is my check to The Friends of the Botanic Garden of Smith College in the amount of $
.
All contributions are tax-deductible. Send to: Friends of the Botanic Garden of Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063.
BGNS

