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 D an Ladd’s approach to making art is unique, inserting himself into 
plants’ natural growth processes. Although the artist is inspired by how plants 
adapt and grow in nature, he harnesses that growth and guides the plants into 
becoming something that would not exist without his intervention. The results 
of these “collaborations with nature” are both surprising and beautiful. 

Unlike bonsai, which stunts plant growth, or topiary, where leaves and 
stems are pruned away, Dan Ladd’s processes rely on the vigor of plant 
growth: fruit or roots filling a mold and stems growing together to form a graft 
union. This requires patience and time, from months to years. It is definitely 
not an art form for those desiring immediate gratification. In addition, not 
every project turns out as planned, so even after a full season of growth, a 
gourd may not have grown as expected or it may get damaged when removed 
from the mold. Until that moment when Dan takes it out of the mold, he 
doesn’t know how well it worked. 

It has taken Dan Ladd years of trial and error to perfect the techniques so 
that he gets the desired results. We are delighted to be benefiting from that 
expertise. This exhibit takes horticulture—the science and art of cultivating 
plants—to a new level. We think you will be amazed at what Dan Ladd has 
created. Shaping Plants: Fruits, Shoots, and Roots; Collaborations with 
Nature by Dan Ladd will be on view at the Church Exhibition Gallery in the 
Lyman Plant House through February 24, 2012.  

Madelaine Zadik 
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From the Director:  
Early Snow Crushes the 
Landscape 

A fter a lightning bolt destroyed our great cedar of Lebanon (see the 
Fall 2010 newsletter, p. 8), I thought we had seen the end of natural 
disasters. I never thought the electricity would be followed by a gigantic 
tornado that just missed our immediate area (see p. 13), the rumblings of the 
Virginia earthquake, and Tropical Storm Irene. We survived those fairly 
well, but this newsletter comes late to you because just as we were getting 
ready to go to press we had a heavy October snowstorm paralyze the region. 
In addition, Madelaine Zadik, who is normally responsible for the 
newsletter, had an accident and is on medical leave (see below). 

The winter storm came October 29, when fall was not over and many 
trees still had leaves. The crushing snow snapped limbs in record numbers. 
We are assessing the damage now. It is extensive. Approximately 300 trees 
were affected (see photographs on p. 10). Our first mission was to remove 
hazards to humans and to buildings, and to clear roadways. In conjunction 
with Facilities Management, a team of arborists, garden staff, and work-
study students is working steadily. We will not be able to assess the health 
of individual trees until much later in the process. I can tell you, however, 
that the giant dawn redwood, Metasequoia glyptostroboides, on Burton 
Lawn lost many limbs, and for the first time in its approximately 125-year-
old life the giant ginkgo near the Lyman Plant House lost a large limb. Both 
will survive but they are injured and less shapely. Many smaller trees were 
greatly affected as they bent as far as they could under the weight of over a 
foot of extremely heavy snow and then snapped. Other trees split enough to 
make them a concern for the future and they will need to be removed. 
Conifers, which shed snow more readily than flowering trees, fared well. 
Our website’s Landscape News link will give you more details and 
numerous images. This is by far the worst snow-related tree damage I have 
ever seen. Needless to say there will be an unusual number of memorial and 
honorial tree planting opportunities for those who want to be a part of the 
complete restoration of the landscape. 

Our staff is not immune to limb breaks either. Our dedicated Manager of 
Education and Outreach Madelaine Zadik, who normally compiles the 
newsletter, was set to take a well-deserved vacation. While preparing for 
her trip, she had a serious accident and broke her leg. Please send good 
wishes to her. With the assistance of the college I was able to add Connie 
Parks to our staff until Madelaine returns. Connie, Smith class of 1983, is a 
long-time volunteer and editorial assistant for the newsletter. She put 
together this edition and will soon begin to develop interpretational 
materials for our yet to be completed plant evolution mural. I am currently 
on academic sabbatical leave (I’m not teaching but I am still directing our 
living museum, otherwise known as the Botanic Garden) and at some point 
I will write a newsletter report on my research, which involves interviewing 
those who breed trees for urban landscapes. 

Our landscape is injured but in time will recover. We must all have 
patience. We will develop a replanting plan and nurture injured trees. In the 
meantime, we thank all of you for your support and hope that your favorite 
tree on campus was unaffected.  

Michael Marcotrigiano 
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Cronquist’s and Takhtajan’s systems. 
Today it still reflects Cronquist’s and 
Takhtajan’s classification systems, with  
44 plant families arranged in 34 beds.  

Plant systematics has since, however, 
evolved considerably. Prior to the mid 20th 
century, plant classification systems were 
subjective, largely based on the opinions of 
the botanical experts who devised the 
systems. In the mid 20th century, a shift 
occurred in systematics as scientists began 
to make classification systems more 
objective and less reliant on professional 
opinion. This made plant identification and 
classification more accessible, designed so 
that anyone could have devised the same 
system given the data. Willi Hennig, who 
developed the concept of shared derived 
traits, and Rolf Dahlgren, who articulated 
that the goal of classification systems is to 
capture evolutionary relationships at certain 
points in time, pioneered this shift in 
systematics.  

Even more objective was the use of DNA 
and molecular data in the 1990s to create 
phylogenies. Scientists do this by aligning 
certain sequences of DNA, such as 
chloroplast genes, from different plant 
species and determining the proportion of 
DNA base pairs that they share. It is 
assumed that the higher the proportion of 
base pairs the plant sequences have in 
common, the fewer mutations have 
occurred between them, so the more closely 
related the plants are to one another. 
Phylogenies are now created with computer 
programs that use alignment data and 

(Continued on page 4) 

F or thousands of years people have striven, and continue to strive, to 
make sense of the living world by classifying organisms, such as plants, in 
ways that help us understand how they are related to each other. But just as 
plants evolve over time, our understanding of the relationships among plants 
evolves as well. The first attempt at taxonomy, that is, organizing plants into 
logical categories, occurred around 400 B.C.E., when Theophrastus, a student 
of Aristotle, grouped plants together based on similarities in morphology, the 
external form and features of plants. Theophrastus first grouped plants by 
whether they were trees, shrubs, or herbs, and then further categorized them by 
other characters and by perennation (ability to live over one season to another). 
He published his classification system in Historia Plantarum, a work largely 
forgotten until the European Renaissance when it inspired several botanists to 
devise their own classification systems also based on morphological similarities 
among plants. Theophrastus was also the first scientist to have a garden 
devoted to science and education, which became the model for the first 
systematics gardens. Systematics gardens are gardens in which plants are 
arranged in ways that reflect their taxonomic relationships.  

After several botanists proposed more classification systems based on 
morphology, Carolus Linnaeus decided to try something different. In the 1730s, 
Linnaeus grouped plants based on similarities in numerical characters, such as 
the number of stamens in a plant’s flower. Several other numerical 
classification systems emerged in the following decades. In the late 18th 
century, scientists stopped grouping plants based on numerical characters and 
began instead to group them based on the presence of similar organs and organ 
systems. This was due to the progress in studies of plant physiology, made 
possible by the more widespread use of the microscope.  

In the 1860s, shortly after these shifts in plant systematics, Charles Darwin’s 
famous book On the Origin of Species created yet another shift. Instead of 
focusing only on similarities in morphology, numerical characters, and 
physiology, scientists began to infer similar ancestry of and evolutionary 
relationships among plants based on such information. They created 
phylogenies, which are diagrams resembling family trees that depict 
evolutionary relationships among plants. Adolf Engler, with Karl Prantl, 
created one of the first of the phylogenetic classification systems, assuming that 
simpler flowers were more primitive than complex flowers. The American 
botanist Charles Bessey, however, believed that the most primitive 
angiosperms, or flowering plants, had complex flowers, and thus devised his 
own system in 1915. Two botanists, Arthur Cronquist and Armen Takhtajan, 
expanded on Bessey’s ideas in the 1980s and created their own, similar 
classification systems. Cronquist’s system is generally more streamlined than 
Takhtajan’s, recognizing fewer plant families.  

At the Smith College Botanic Garden, the Systematics Garden, which has 
existed for 116 years, has always represented a classification system based on 
phylogeny. Originally landscaped as a wooded parkland according to the 
design of Olmsted, Olmsted and Eliot, the garden was redone in 1895 to 
become a systematics garden, reflecting Engler and Prantl’s plant classification 
system. It remained that way until it was rearranged in the 1980s to reflect 

Evolving Plants, Evolving Systems, Evolving 
Gardens:  How Our Understanding of Plant 
Relationships Has Changed and What It Means  
for the Smith College Systematics Garden 

 

Jenna Zukswert, Smith class of 2013 and a 
STRIDE (Student Research in Departments) 
fellow, worked with Manager of Living 
Collections Elaine Chittenden from fall 2009 
to spring 2011. Jenna wrote a major portion 
of the Botanic Garden’s Collections 
Procedures Manual and contributed greatly 
to preliminary work for the Systematics 
Collection revision. She was the Botanic 
Garden Smithsonian Intern this past summer.  

Jenna Zukswert ’13 
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statistics to create the most likely 
phylogeny. Scientists are then able to use 
the phylogenies to create classification 
systems based primarily on genetic 
information from the plants. In 1998, a 
group of scientists called the Angiosperm 
Phylogeny Group (APG) devised the first 
classification system based mostly on 
molecular data. As more DNA sequences 
and proteins were compared, the APG has 
since revised their classification system 
twice to reflect new information, once in 
2003 and most recently in 2009, with the 
establishment of the APG III system. 
Research continues to be conducted on 
plant phylogenies to reveal more about the 
relationships among plant groups. 

As plant classification systems evolve, 
systematics gardens around the world are 
beginning to evolve as well. Several 
botanical gardens in Europe and the United 
States have revised their systematics 
gardens to reflect the more objective APG 
classification systems. They have gone 
about this daunting task in different ways. 
Several gardens in Europe have chosen to 
cluster major groups of plants together in 
different shapes. The Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, in London recently updated 

(Continued from page 3) 

their Order Beds, in which each 
rectangular bed comprises plants of a 
specific plant order, to reflect the orders 
as dictated by the APG III system. 
Hortus Botanicus in Amsterdam, the 
first garden in the Netherlands to reflect 
the APG system, also clustered major 
plant groups, but it represents the 
groups as wedges in a semicircle rather 
than as rectangles. 

Other botanical gardens have chosen to have their garden resemble a 
phylogenetic tree. The University of Wisconsin recently completed a systematics 
garden in which visitors can walk the spiraling path so that they visit more 
primitive plant groups first and then pass by more recently evolved groups. The 
University of Bristol in Wales also designed a systematics garden to reflect the 
phylogenetic tree, enabling visitors to walk along paths as if they were walking  
on the phylogenetic tree. The Botanic Garden at Leiden laid out its garden to 
reflect the phylogenetic tree as well, but chose to represent it as a series of 
rectangular beds arranged in a way that corresponds with the phylogenetic tree. 

With the upcoming dredging of Lyman Pond adjacent to the Conservatory,  
the Smith College Botanic Garden plans to revise the Systematics Garden in the 
coming years. Although the design has not yet been confirmed, the revised 
Systematics Garden will reflect plant relationships as dictated by the APG III 
classification system. When selecting the plants to be incorporated into the 
garden, aesthetic considerations, such as flowering time and flower size, must be 
weighed in addition to scientific and educational value. The end result will be a 
garden that reflects our current knowledge of plant relationships, and a phase in 
the life of a garden that has evolved and continues to evolve as the knowledge it 
conveys evolves with the progress of science.  

Evolving Plants continued 

 M ajor steps were taken this 
summer to eradicate invasive plant species 
from the Smith campus. The New England 
Wild Flower Society (NEWFS) and 
Botanic Garden summer interns worked 
together under the leadership of Jay Girard, 
the new Botanic Garden landscape 
manager, to further the college’s long-term 
commitment to invasive species removal 
(see Spring 2010 issue, p. 11). Hand 
pulling was used in conjunction with 
isolated herbicide application and GIS 
mapping to battle the invasive species 
surrounding Paradise Pond. The chief 
exotic offenders were oriental bittersweet, 
Celastrus orbiculatus; porcelain-berry, 
Ampelopsis brevipedunculata; multiflora 
rose, Rosa multiflora; and Japanese 
barberry, Berberis thunbergii.  

Victories in Invasive Species Removal  
Ollie Schwartz ’13  

I headed a large removal project on the southern slope below the President’s 
Residence. With other Botanic Garden interns, I worked diligently to remove 
invasives that had completely taken over the region. Hours of vine pulling 
revealed trees and shrubs that had not seen the light of day in years. Over 250 
individual plants were recorded on Smith’s GIS database in order to keep 
efficient track of the eradication process. Now that the site is cleared there is an 
exciting opportunity to redesign the landscape of this scenic waterfront. 

The southern slope was not the only triumph. A few yards down the trail a 
concentrated effort occurred at the Japanese Garden for Reflection and 
Contemplation, which was constructed in 1986. Clearing away of groundcover 
from the rock formations symbolizing seven events in the life of Buddha was 
begun, along with cataloging and removal of Norway maple seedlings. A bit 
farther along the trail fellow intern Brittany Innis ’13 worked in conjunction 
with NEWFS to complete the final phase of removal of invasives along the 
pond’s bank (see the Fall 2010 newsletter, p. 10). In addition to the invasive 
species already listed, Brittany’s team also worked to eradicate Japanese 
knotweed, Fallopia japonica (formerly called Polygonum cuspidatum). Not only 
do the removals benefit the ecosystems on campus, they also lessen the spread 
of invasive species in habitats downstream.  

Magnolia ×soulangiana 



Page 5 Fall 2011 Botanic Garden News 

 

adult phase and finally flowering. A single 
long, pendant chain began to form and a 
sequential opening of flowers followed. These 
were 2½ inch starbursts of wiry white 
stamens with a pink center, delicate tropical 
denizens with a hint of vanilla in their scent. 
Despite our hand-pollinating, no fertilization 
took place, as this species may need to be 
cross-pollinated. 

As with stocks, so with blossoms: “Past 
performance is no guarantee of future 
results.” We can sometimes be at fault for 
lack of bloom in that we pull the plug on an 
investment too soon. This was nearly the case 
with Heliconia vellerigera (Smith BG# 
25793), a large tropical perennial that has 
been given the odd common name of the King 
Kong heliconia. The heliconia family, the 
Heliconiaceae, has a single genus within it but 
has 250 known species, many of which are 
among the most spectacular tropical blooms 
and are valued as garden ornamentals and 
also for the cut-flower trade. Our specimen is 

(Continued on page 6) 

U nlikely to get the instant gratification of annuals and container 
grown perennials, gardeners under glass have to learn patience. At the 
Lyman Conservatory we often start plants as seed received from other 
gardens or as small cuttings or divisions. Our time frame for dividends, 
flowers, is that of the proverbial long-term investor, and can take years or 
even decades. We have to be patient, let the plants mature into an adult 
phase, and hope the blooms are worth the wait.  

A number of notable blooms occurred recently, each very different from 
one another and each a fine addition to our collections. 

The Brazil nut family, the Lecythidaceae, is one that we have few 
representatives of, as it is, in the main, a family of huge tropical trees. Brazil 
nuts and a few exotic timbers are the only economic products traded 
internationally, but the family also has ornamental merit (if you can climb!), 
as many of the flowers are large and stunning, with a palette of red, pink, 
white, and yellow. These can often look mimosa-like as they feature a large 
boss of stamens. Fruits are usually large and have a woody inner layer and a 
lid, which allows dispersal of the seed. We acquired seed of Barringtonia 
acutangula ssp. spicata (Smith BG# 10698) via the index seminum of the 
Bogor Botanic Garden of Indonesia in May of 1997, and by August we had 
two seedlings starting their captivity. It is a small tree from seasonally 
inundated areas, freshwater swamps, or perennial watercourses. This 
ecological niche lends it one of its common names, freshwater mangrove, 
and its range is listed as Afghanistan to New Guinea. After we germinated 
the seed, the plant became a resident of the Palm House, our collection of 
species from the lowland tropics of the world. For 14 years we dutifully 
watered, pruned, and fertilized the plant as it passed from juvenile phase to 

Raceme of Barringtonia acutangula ssp. spicata in the Palm House 

The Long View  
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Heliconia vellerigera with work-study student  
Lawren Gamble ’14 
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growing outside, I’m sure it would have been 
the talk of the town, hummingbird-wise. 

A third notable bloom, Aspidistra grandiflora 
(Smith BG# 10909), is a plant we acquired from the now closed Asiatica Nursery, 
a noted purveyor of rare Asian plants. This was a plant traced back to a collection 
by D. Harder (DKH 812) at Van Mai at Highway 7, 300–350 m elevation, in 
Vietnam. This locale was a source of some frustration for me to learn about, as I 
had passed right by the spot on a past plant collecting trip. To quote the catalog, 
“Big bold aspidistra from northern Vietnam with medium green leaves covered 

with uniform light yellow spots. The 2.5" wide flowers bloom at the soil line and 
would look comfortably at home in the Little Shop of Horrors. USDA Zones 8 to 
11.” Beauty (or horror) is in the eye of the beholder as I found them fascinating, a 
sea anemone brought to the surface and attached to the base of a cluster of leaves. 
Out of a light green, red-speckled bulbous base, a dozen mahogany tenticular 
lobes spread in a starburst pattern, poised to protect a dark red, six-pointed star at 
the center. The lobes, once they wither, bend down to touch the soil, and these 
may form a pollination highway for the minute terrestrial crustaceans known as 
amphipods that have been identified as pollinators of some Aspidistra species. 
The number of Aspidistra species described has exploded in recent years due to 
new discoveries in China and Vietnam. We are currently swapping with a 
collector in South Carolina, so perhaps in future years we will have more novel 
blossoms on which to report.  

These three wildly different flowers highlight a curatorial maxim: The more 
diverse our portfolio of accessions, the more value we create as a research tool 
and source of wonder.  

The Long View continued 

one of six species I collected seed of in 
1992 in the rainforest understory on the 
banks of the Rio Napo of Ecuador, a 
tributary of the Rio Solimões and 
ultimately the Amazon River. The vivid 
blooms of heliconias have two basic forms, 
namely, pendant chains or upright, erect 
sequences of colorful bracts, from which 
emerge tubular, vividly colored flowers 
adapted for hummingbird pollination (see 
the Fall 2005 issue, pp. 5–6). 

Our H. vellerigera bloomed once, ten 
years ago, and the long gap to its second 
flowering is probably due to our tendency 
to prune the plants as they get too big. It 
seems the plant has to be allowed to 
develop a certain number of its banana-like 
leaves before it sets a flower bud. This July 
I was happy to spot the furry bud peeking 

between the leaf petioles, and in the 
months that followed a chain of furry red 
bracts kept extending downward adding 
bract after bract (it numbers 23 over a 66 
inch length as I write this in early 
October). From these bracts, small, canary 
yellow flowers peeked out, multiple 
blooms per bract, but always one at a time 
and over a considerable number of weeks. 
This perpetual flowering over many 
months is probably an adaptation that 
trains trap-lining pollinators, such as 
hummingbirds, to return multiple times 
much like the same hummingbird will 
return to a red sugar water dispenser hung 
on the back porch. Had our heliconia been 

(Continued from page 5) 

 

Tubular flower of H. vellerigera mostly hidden 
within fleecy bract 
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Ground-level flower of Aspidistra grandiflora 

Fruits of Barringtonia 
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drinking fountains seen throughout the 
gardens. 

Of the forty-seven acres, thirty-five are 
public gardens and the other twelve acres are 
agricultural, woodland, and service areas. 
Together with expansive lawn areas, the 
large trees, many planted by the 
Rosengartens, form the backbone of 
Chanticleer. The main path, about a mile 
long, takes the visitor through the distinctive 
garden areas. The Teacup Garden at the 
entrance sets the stage with its Italianate 
fountain and overflowing flora. The spring 
display is replanted with lush tropicals for 
the summer, both in ground and in all kinds 
of containers, creating a symphony of bold 
colors and textures out of unique floral and 
foliar combinations. 

Back on the path, a set of stone steps, 
with walls that also serve as planters, takes 
one down into a showcase of herbaceous 
plants that is the Tennis Court Garden. True 
to the form of the former tennis court, it is 
the most rectilinear and symmetrical of all 
the garden areas, featuring ribbons of color 
and texture, with a succession of blooms 
throughout the growing season. Again, 
everything is just a little beyond the 
ordinary. Past the arbor at the far end is the 
vegetable and cutting garden, and the newest 
area of the garden, Bell’s Woodland, 
featuring plants of eastern North America. 

(Continued on page 8) 

T he Delaware Valley region surrounding 
Philadelphia is rich with beautiful gardens and claims to 
have the highest concentration of public gardens in the 
world. One of my favorites—Chanticleer: A Pleasure 
Garden—is in the Philadelphia suburbs, just 15 miles 
from downtown, in Wayne, Pennsylvania. The garden is 
truly a treasure that lives up to its name. If you have never 
been there, it is definitely worth a visit. The garden is ever 
changing, from season to season and year to year. No 
matter how many times you’ve visited, there is always 
something you haven’t seen before. 

My most recent visit was this past June, while attending 
the annual conference of the American Public Gardens 
Association. Chanticleer was one of the featured gardens 
and I spent an afternoon meandering through the 
ingeniously designed showcase of horticultural wonders. 
Our group benefited from a friendly competition between 
Chanticleer and Longwood Gardens (one of the other 
garden sponsors of the conference). As we wandered 
through the garden, food stations taunted us with 
delectable treats and a hot air balloon offered short, 
tethered rides. Since I’d been in a hot air balloon before, I figured I could 
forego that, but I could kick myself now as I wasn’t thinking about what a 
different view of the garden I might have gotten from the air! It is unlikely I 
will have the opportunity again. 

In the early twentieth century, the area outside Philadelphia became a 
favorite country getaway. The Main Line of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
enabled wealthy businessmen to move their families to this rural paradise, 
from which they commuted to the city. Thus, Chanticleer began in 1913 as the 
country retreat for Christine and Adolph G. Rosengarten (Rosengarten & 
Sons, a pharmaceutical company, later became Merck). It was their son 
Adolph Jr. who had a great love for the property and to whom we should be 
grateful for having the foresight to arrange for the estate to be preserved and 
transformed into a public garden. The word chanticleer means “rooster,” and 
the rooster motif can be found throughout the garden. 

Chris Woods, who began working for Adolph Rosengarten, Jr., as a 
gardener in 1983, became the first executive director of Chanticleer in 1990 
on Rosengarten’s death. He oversaw the metamorphosis from private estate to 
public garden, which opened in 1993. It was Woods’ extraordinary vision that 
turned the garden into the place it is today: a stage for presenting horticultural 
feats as performance art. Yet, despite the extravagance in the horticultural arts, 
the garden is not gaudy. It is all done on a small, intimate scale. 

Seven horticulturists are each responsible for their own specific area (in 
addition to grounds and facilities staff). Every year they generate new ideas, 
and they are given the freedom to be creative and the encouragement to take 
risks. This is definitely not a conservative way of gardening, and it continues 
today under the direction of Bill Thomas. He admits that there is a lot of 
pressure to do everything extraordinarily well and not settle for 
anything less. This year a production greenhouse was constructed 
(it won’t be open to the public). This will be a tremendous help—
some observers have said that the garden has been operating 
“without a safety net.” Many of the staff also offer their 
considerable talents in other artistic arenas. They are responsible 
for the exquisite fences, bridges, gates, trellises, furniture, and 
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Splendor in the Garden—Chanticleer 
Madelaine Zadik 

Hot air balloon reflected in the large pond of the Pond Garden 
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Chanticleer cont’d 
Sitting atop a hill, the Chanticleer house 

has a viewing terrace that was added when the 
garden became public. It is a wonderful place 
to sit among the potted flora and take in the 
gardens below. The terrace is filled with 
extraordinary containers, over 150 of them, 
among which I spied a rare Wollemi pine, 
Wollemia nobilis. The Serpentine Garden 
below celebrates agricultural crops. The 
snaking beds create art out of the landscape. 
They have been planted in the past with 
sorghum, barley, cotton, wheat, oats, 
soybeans, and rapeseed. In the spring, the 
view features eighty thousand white and pale 

(Continued from page 7) 

yellow narcissus in The Orchard below, plus scilla, chionodoxa, and 
blooming cherries, crabs, and magnolias.  

Also in view of the terrace is the Pond Garden, consisting of a series of 
cascading ponds, bordered with lush vegetation. As in all areas of the garden, 
you won’t find any labels on the plants. The thinking is that it would detract 
from the aesthetic experience of the garden. Not to worry, however; there are 
extensive plant lists available in each area of the garden, and you can even 
download them from the Internet before your visit. You just have to know 
your plant material to know what is what! 

The Ruin, the brainchild of Chris Woods, is sited on the footprint of 
Minder House, which had been the home of Adolph Rosengarten, Jr. The 
Ruin was designed to look like the remains of an old house and was actually 
“built” atop the old foundation after the house was torn down in 1999. The 

A fabulous new book—Chanticleer: A Pleasure Garden by Adrian Higgins and 
photographs by Rob Cardillo—follows the garden through the seasons. More 
information about Chanticleer is online at chanticleergarden.org. 

Ruin Garden  

Sitting area in Asian Woods 
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The Stream Garden is quite different in the spring when it is 
awash with colorful flowering bulbs  

plantings give you a feeling of plants reclaiming an abandoned building. The 
stone sofa and chairs add to the atmosphere. 

Minder Woods, in the center of the garden, and 
Asian Woods, on the far end, are shaded garden areas. 
Both offer quiet and a palette of greens. In Asian 
Woods you’ll find meandering trails and secluded 
resting areas, including a wonderful teahouse restroom. 
The building fits perfectly in the woods, amid the 
bamboo and meandering stream. 

The garden is amazing considering it is only 
twenty-one years old. Throughout the different gardens 
and with the horticultural arts pushed to the limit, there 
is an aesthetic consciousness that creates a cohesive 
sense to the garden. It is a one-of-a-kind garden where 
everyone can experience beauty and even the 
sophisticated gardener is awed.  
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I t has long been a tradition for Smith Horticulture students to hybridize 
mums when the annual Fall Chrysanthemum Show reaches its peak. Given the 
spectacular display of jewel-colored mums of garnet and ruby red, amethyst, 
topaz, and diamond white, and the array of ray and disk florets, the outcome of a 
successful pollination may be serendipitous rather than intentional. Try as I 
might, I broke the neck of a Chrysanthemum × morifolium ‘Lili Gallon’ 
standard while attempting to breed her with a mate that seemed apt to produce a 
certain offspring. I’ve yet to hybridize a mum successfully, a feat every student 
of horticulture strives to accomplish. When Madelaine Zadik shared the story of 
Ruth Crossman Pratt (see box), I was intrigued by the irony of the story and the 
magical display of mums cascading behind the spot where Madelaine stood. I 
paused to consider that 
there was some secret to 
mum hybridizing that 
eluded me. 

Later I asked 
Madelaine about the 
woman who had created 
the extraordinary 
chrysanthemum. This 
mum is special to me 
because every autumn I 
am overwhelmed by the 
many choices of 
commercially grown 
mums, all of which saturate me after a fashion when their colors at last seem to 
bleed together in a haze of rust. If only I could find a pot of mums that had the 
fresh look of the oxeye daisy, Leucanthemum vulgare, the humble composite 
that makes my garden sparkle by moonlight and attracts bees and butterflies for 
weeks when gardens approach their zenith during the later weeks of July. Yet, I 
can find such a mum only at Smith College.  

Last summer I contacted Ruth Crossman Pratt, the Smith College alumna who 
in 1939, the year she graduated, successfully created the hybrid mum that 
mimics an oxeye daisy. I visited her one hot July afternoon at Applewood, her 
Amherst residence. Ruth, now 93 years old, humbly recalled hybridizing her 

A Smith Mum Alum: Ruth Crossman Pratt  
Sally Fisher AC ’12  

Ruth Crossman Pratt with tomato plant, July 2011 
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How I Met the Ruth Crossman Mum  
Madelaine Zadik 

 

In 1999, when I was teaching Horticulture, I was in the Physiology House with the 
students and discussing the Smith mum hybridizing tradition. The Mum Show was in full 
bloom, and at that time, before the Conservatory renovation, we were still growing all the 
hybrid “winners” of years past. As if on cue, a woman walked into the greenhouse and 
talked about how 60 years ago she hybridized a chrysanthemum in the Horticulture class, 
and she wondered if we were still growing “her” mum. I asked her name, since the 
hybrids usually had their creator’s name. I wasn’t familiar with all the mum hybrids, 
however, so I sought out Steve Sojkowski, who had intimate knowledge of all the Smith 
hybrids, as he had been growing them year after year since he began working in the 
greenhouses in 1990. When he heard the name Ruth Crossman, he knew right away that 
it was a white daisy form that was grown as a cascade, and which he said was particularly 
well suited to training in that manner. That made Ruth’s mum pretty easy to find—in fact 
we were standing right next to it. The current students’ jaws dropped. Here it was so 
many years later and we were still growing the alum’s hybrid mum. It certainly provided 
inspiration to them for their hybridizing experiment. If I had wanted to plan something 
like this for the students, I couldn’t have. Ruth’s timing was just perfect.  

mum at Smith. “I don’t know what they 
thought was so special about it,” she said. 
“It looked just like a common daisy.” I 
learned that Ruth majored in Botany at 
Smith when, in 1939, it was possible to do 
so. Ruth’s niece, Lucile Pingree Gatchell, 
Smith class of 1966, also majored in 
Botany and successfully bred a mum that is 
a solid golden yellow. After graduation, 
Lucy worked as a biologist at Harvard 
University specializing in the diverse 
sexuality of fungi. Today she uses her 
background in horticulture to maintain all 
of her gardens herself. 

After Ruth graduated from Smith 
College, her Botany major had a profound 
influence on her career path. She was 
interested in the “nitty gritty” of botany, 
especially the morphology of plants which 
was her concentration after graduation. She 
soon got a job at the Boston Children’s 
Hospital as an allergy specialist, comparing 
how cells similar to those in plants and 
animals develop. During World War II 
Ruth traveled overseas as a Red Cross 
worker. She worked with the injured as a 

(Continued on page 10) 

Ruth Crossman’s 1939 yearbook picture and her chrysanthemum 
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social worker, spending four years in 
Australia, the Philippines, and Japan during 
the occupation. When she returned to the 
United States she settled in Amherst where 
she married, had children, and taught botany 
at the University of Massachusetts. Her 
observations of vegetation indigenous to the 
diverse climates of the South Pacific, such as 
the cooler temperatures of Australia 
compared to the heat and humidity of the 
Philippines, reminded her of her work at 
Smith. She recalled being a student of 
horticulture at Smith, where she worked with 
plots near Lyman Plant House according to 
how dry or wet they were to study the habits 
of specific plants. 

Today, Ruth’s work as a horticulturist 
continues at Applewood, where she has 
served on the Applewood Garden & 
Arboretum Committee. Ruth gave me a tour 
of the Applewood Arboretum, with its 
Kentucky coffeetree, Gymnocladus dioicus, 
and Chinese lilac, Syringa × chinensis ‘Red 
Rothomagensis.’ She surmised that the lilac 
was most likely produced by root cuttings. 

After the tour of the Arboretum at 
Applewood, Ruth invited me to see her latest 
horticultural experiment. Hanging from the 
ceiling of her terrace was a large canvas 
cylinder, almost a yard long, from which 
grew a tomato plant. With its robust stems 
and emerald green foliage reaching for the 
sun, the plant seemed to all but dwarf Ruth. 
Though a revolutionary design, for Ruth her 
topsy-turvy tomato was another horticultural 
challenge, much like the chrysanthemum she 
hybridized in 1939.  

(Continued from page 9) 

Mum Alum cont’d 

Where are the Ruth Crossman Platt and 
Lucile Pingree Gatchell chrysanthemums 
today? Formerly, the tradition at Smith was 
to maintain the collection of mums bred by 
students in the Horticulture class, every 
year adding hybrids getting the most votes 
during the Fall Chrysanthemum Show. 
After finding that the collection also had 
acquired numerous viruses, via insects, we 
initiated a new tradition: We use disease-
free plants for the Mum Show and preserve 
the Smith chrysanthemums in a digital 
collection, the Mum Show Hall of Fame, 
where images of the mums are paired with 
the student’s graduation year photo.  
See smith.edu/garden/exhibits/
alummumexhibit/mumalumshall.html and 
also the Spring 2002 issue (pp. 1 and 4). 

October Snowstorm 
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Pin oak, Quercus palustris, south of Cutter and Ziskind on Elm Street, splits in two 

Sweet gum, Liquidambar styraciflua, at the northeast corner of Morris House as  
Jessa Finch ’12 assesses the percentage of damage as 100% 
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J ust 100 miles apart, the Smith College Botanic Garden and the Arnold 
Arboretum of Harvard University are connected by much more than the 
Massachusetts Turnpike. Both the Arnold Arboretum (founded in 1872) and 
the Smith College Botanic Garden (1895, see box) were created during a 
period marked by a great increase in the number of public botanical gardens, 
many affiliated with universities or other research centers.  

Established with a bequest from James Arnold to Harvard University in 
1872, the Arnold Arboretum was fundamentally conceived and shaped by its 
founding director, Charles Sprague Sargent. Although Sargent did not have 
botanical training as a Harvard undergraduate, he had managed the family 
estate in Brookline, Massachusetts, and worked as an understudy with Asa 
Gray, director of the Harvard Botanic Garden, assuming many of Gray’s 
administrative and teaching duties. Sargent served at the Arnold for over fifty 
years until his death in 1927. One of Sargent’s first and most formative 
decisions was to enlist Frederick Law Olmsted, already well known for his 
design of New York’s Central Park, in the planning and politicking 
surrounding the establishment of the Arnold, not just as an arboretum but as a 
vital component of the concurrently developed Emerald Necklace public park 
system in Boston. The novel plan, to donate the 265-acre portion of the 
Bussey estate to the city and lease it back for $1 per year in exchange for road 
construction and maintenance, abatement of taxes, police protection, and 
water, was approved in 1882 after what Sargent described as “five years of 
exceedingly disagreeable semipolitical work.”1 

Sargent and Olmsted developed the Arnold’s roads and pathways and 
organized the collection based on family and genus, following the then-
current and widely accepted classification system of George Bentham and 
Joseph Hooker as published in their Genera Plantarum (1862–1883). [Their 
morphological system was supplanted by the phylogenetic system of Engler 
and Prantl (see this issue, p. 3).] Olmsted’s design followed the existing 
contours of the land, and “laid out roads which snaked their way through 
valleys and up and down hills in a manner designed to provide a pleasing 
surprise around each curve.”2 Many drafts of the plan were created as the men 
plotted and revised the sequence of families, taking into account mature size 
as well as growth habit and site considerations for the various plant groups. 
The resultant design is considered one of Olmsted’s crowning achievements, 
and the Arnold has been recognized as a Frederick Law Olmsted National 
Historic Site and a National Historic Landmark. 

On the other side of the state, Laurenus Clark Seelye, the first president of 
Smith College, was patterning Smith after the great medieval universities of 
Europe when he determined that the entire campus should serve as a botanical 
garden dedicated to scientific study and research. Professor William Ganong, 
the Botanic Garden’s first director, hired in 1894, saw Smith as the first 
college to combine aesthetic beauty with a scientifically arranged botanic 
garden, a strategy successfully implemented in Europe in places like Pisa and 
Padua, Italy, but never before attempted in the United States.3 Recognizing 
the need to balance the aesthetic, educational, and scientific needs of the 
campus, President Seelye commissioned Olmsted’s landscape architecture 
firm, Olmsted, Olmsted and Eliot, of Brookline, to lay out a master plan for 
the campus. The design was marked by classic Olmstedian curved drives and 
walkways, open spaces with specimen trees, and long vistas to the Mill River 
and Paradise Pond. The pastoral, naturalistic landscapes interspersed with 
scientifically grouped plantings are hallmarks of both institutions. 

The trustees of James Arnold’s estate gave Charles Sargent a broad mission 
to grow at the proposed site in what is now Jamaica Plain “all the trees, 

Landscapes for Learning  

 

Gaby Immerman 

shrubs, and herbaceous plants, either 
indigenous or exotic, which can be raised in 
the open air.”4 From the start, Sargent 
established the Arnold Arboretum as the 
American center of plant introduction and 
distribution. It was Asa Gray who reminded 
Sargent of the climatic compatibility between 
eastern North America and East Asia. 
Through Sargent’s own travels and later 
those of E.H. Wilson and others, the Arnold 
introduced countless species and varieties to 
its own grounds and ultimately to gardens 
throughout North America. 

Smith’s new botanical garden benefited 
from the great interest in and new availability 
of species from Asia. Smith’s collection 
includes impressive specimens of ginkgo, 
Ginkgo biloba; katsura, Cercidiphyllum 
japonicum; paulownia, Paulownia 
tomentosa; amur cork, Phellodendron 
amurense; zelkova, Zelkova serrata; scholar 
tree, Sophora japonica; and umbrella pine, 
Sciadopitys verticillata; to name a few 
species whose North American introductions 
date to that time. Although individual plants 
cannot always be traced back to the Arnold, 
Smith’s collection includes a multitude of 
species that were introduced into cultivation 
in the United States by the Arnold: rare gems 
like dove tree, Davidia involucrata, and 
cedar of Lebanon, Cedrus libani, as well as 
garden staples such as Buddleja davidii, Acer 
griseum, Abies concolor, Liquidambar 
orientalis, Malus sargentii, and Pachysandra 
terminalis ‘Variegata.’  

Some sleuthing in the archival records at 
Smith and Harvard turned up tantalizing 
evidence of plant exchanges, though neither 
institution has detailed records going back to 
the founding years in the late 1800s. At 
Smith, Ganong faced the daunting challenge 

(Continued on page 12) 

When, exactly, was the botanical garden at 
Smith College established? The construction 
at Smith in 1895 of a conservatory, the 
structure that symbolizes the Smith College 
Botanic Garden, is loosely taken to mark the 
establishment of the garden. In fact, the 
landscape architecture firm of Olmsted, 
Olmsted and Eliot was engaged in 1890, a 
move approved by the Board of Trustees in 
1891. The firm’s final design, the Plan of 
Smith College, Northampton, Mass., was 
dated February 1893. William Francis 
Ganong was appointed director of the 
Botanic Garden of Smith College in 1894. 
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Landscapes for Learning continued 

stands as a memorial planting in Capen Garden. The weeping cherry Prunus × 
‘Hally Jolivette’ was bred by Karl Sax, who served as director of the Arnold in 
the 1950s; a plant provided to Smith in September 1992 graces the western 
entrance of Seelye Hall. Another example of the Arnold’s botanical impact is the 
pair of mature katsuras that dominate the interior courtyard of King and Scales 
houses at the Quadrangle; they were received as plants from the Arnold in 1972. 

Surely the most storied species with a shared Smith–Arnold pedigree is the 
dawn redwood, Metasequoia glyptostroboides. As recently as 30 million years 
ago, this species and its relative, the coastal redwood, Sequoia sempervirens, 
were distributed throughout the Northern Hemisphere. As the climate grew colder 
and drier, the Metasequoia was thought to have become extinct. In 1944, a 
collecting expedition from the Arnold confirmed healthy trees that had been 
observed in 1941 by Chinese botanists in the remote interior Shui-hsa Valley of 
China. A second Arnold expedition in 1947 brought back seeds that were 
distributed to several botanical institutions including Smith College. By the mid-
1960s, one of the seeds germinated in the Lyman Plant House had reached a 
height of 60 feet; the tree now towers over Neilson Library on Burton Lawn.  

The aesthetically pleasing yet scientifically planned grounds of the two 
institutions echo one another in design and execution. The "find and disperse" 
mission of C. S. Sargent and the Arnold Arboretum profoundly enriched the 
Smith College Botanic Garden in establishing its landscape for learning. As will 
be described in a future article, the Arnold and Smith have since mutually 
benefited from the exchange of human resources as well.  

of implementing the design for the campus 
laid out in 1893. President Seelye’s 
instructions were clear: The entire grounds 
should serve as botanical gardens, with 
plant materials selected and grouped to 
serve aesthetic and scientific purposes.  

Director Ganong kept a ledger book 
“Containing Records of Plants, Seeds, etc. 
received from other Institutions, and sent to 
them.”5 Sources included the Royal Botanic 
Garden in Buitenzorg, Java, and Tokyo 
Imperial University. Dominating the 
donations in number and quantity was the 
Arnold Arboretum. Ganong’s ledger 
indicated “the full list of species being 
contained in the official letter book”5; 
however, no such volume has been located 
in the archives of Smith College or the 
Botanic Garden. One noteworthy entry 
recorded the receipt of “24 specimens of 
Chrysanthemums—roots—a gift to the 
Garden from Mr. Jackson Dawson Jr. of the 
Bussey Institution.”5 Perhaps these were the 
original materials for Smith’s first 
Chrysanthemum Show in 1900. 

Archivists Lisa Pierson and Sheila 
Connor at the Arnold Arboretum turned up 
a ledger book kept by the same Jackson 
Dawson, who was the Arnold’s original 
propagator and whose skills in coaxing 
mysterious foreign seeds and cuttings to life 
were legendary. Dawson’s penciled notes 
from November 1895 listed 151 plants in 
86 species sent to Smith College, and 
featured Cornus kousa, the native species 
Betula nigra and Ilex glabra, as well as 
numerous Arnold introductions, among 
them Rhododendron obtusum var. 
kaempferi and Aesculus glabra. Despite the 
two parallel sources, matched by date, there 
is no way to confirm whether any of the 
plants shipped to Smith in the 1890s, and 
planted on campus, remain alive today, 
more than a century later. 

There are, however, many plants in the 
Smith collection whose origins can be 
traced to the Arnold. The Smith BG-BASE 
database currently lists 95 live specimens 
with Arnold provenance, including the 
magnificent Stewartia koreana behind 
Tyler House, grown from seed gathered at 
the Arnold in 1952. In 1994, Smith received 
three plants of Syringa vulgaris ‘Krasavitsa 
Moskvy,’ propagated from the Arnold’s 
renowned lilac collection; one of these 

(Continued from page 11) 

1. C. S. Sargent, The first fifty years of the Arnold Arboretum, J. Arnold Arboretum 3: 125–
171 (1922). 

2. S. B. Sutton, The Arnold Arboretum: The First Century. Arnold Arboretum (1971). 
3. W. F. Ganong, Smith College Monthly Dec. 1895. 
4. March 29, 1872, indenture signed by Harvard Trustees, cited by C. S. Sargent, The Arnold 

Arboretum—What it is and does, Garden Mag. 26: 122–125 (Nov. 1917). 
5. W. F. Ganong, ledger book, Smith College Archives (beginning date Sept. 1895). 

Pages from the 1895 ledger book of Mr. Jackson Dawson, plant propagator at the Arnold 
Arboretum, list species to be sent to Smith College in Northampton. 
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News in Brief 

 

Our Traveling Exhibitions 

Connie Parks  

In June the International Federation of Landscape Architects 
(IFLA) bestowed its highest honor, the 2011 Sir Geoffrey 
Jellicoe Award, to Smith alumna Cornelia Hahn Oberlander for 
her outstanding contribution to Landscape Architecture. By age 
11 Cornelia had just one goal—to become a landscape architect 
and design urban outdoor spaces that all people could enjoy—
and she excelled at all aspects of the art, including planning, 
research, design, and management, while holding utmost concern 
for the environment and people. Over her six-decade career first 
working with local low-income communities in the Vancouver 
area and then expanding nationally to Canada, continentally to 
North America, and globally to promote sustainability, Cornelia 
designed playgrounds, parks, and other public spaces. Notable projects include 
the Museum of Anthropology at the University of British Columbia (1976), 
Robson Square Law Courts in Vancouver (1983), the Yellowknife Legislative 
Assembly Building and Capital Site (1994), and the New York Times 
Building Courtyard (2007). Cornelia has served on the Advisory Committee of 
the Friends of the Botanic Garden of Smith College since its inception. With 
Shavaun Towers ’71 she developed the Landscape Master Plan for the 
Botanic Garden of Smith College, which was adopted by the College Board of 
Trustees in 1996. 

In making the award, the IFLA recognized Cornelia’s ability to work on 
interdisciplinary teams including architects and engineers. Cornelia’s motto 
for solving difficult tasks on each project is the five P’s: persistence, patience, 
politeness, professionalism, and passion. She regularly shares her knowledge 
through publications, exhibitions, and lectures. I recall one visit to Smith 
where Cornelia emphasized the importance of reaching young people, 
especially the very young; her passion is inspirational and keeps me, for one, 
coming back to the Botanic Garden to lead tours for schoolchildren. Please, 
Cornelia, never retire!  

Cornelia Hahn Oberlander ’44 wins  
2011 Jellicoe Award from IFLA  

The U.S. Forest Service coordinated an Urban Forest Strike Team, the 
first to be used in the Northeast, to assess damage after the June 1 
Springfield tornado, an EF3 twister with top winds of 160 mph that traveled 
39 miles from Westfield to Charlton, Massachusetts. Jay Girard, the Botanic 
Garden’s landscape manager, with the support of the college, donated 
several days of work in late August as a task specialist. (Jay previously 
aided the Worcester Asian longhorned beetle eradication; see the Spring 
2011 newsletter, p. 2.) The team, 21 arborists and urban foresters, went in 
after most of the cleanup was done; they assessed storm-damaged trees and 
stumps and inventoried over 2000 tree planting spaces in advance of 
replanting this fall. In addition to rating the quality of the cleanup and 
providing GPS points for any hazard trees, Jay helped identify what trees 
were lost, often Norway maples that had been placed streetside by citizens 
(Norway maple is often mistaken for sugar maple). Trees play a major role 
in cities in moderating climate and discouraging crime. The Springfield 
tornado of 2011 and the October 2011 snowstorm underscore the need to 
develop and train future generations of urban foresters.  

Springfield tornado damage assessed 
with Botanic Garden assistance  

In September Smith horticulturalists were 
honored by the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society (MHS). At the 2011 Honorary Medals 
Gala held to recognize superior achievements in 
horticulture, Lynden B. Miller ’60 received the 
prestigious George Robert White Medal of 
Honor for her work as a designer of urban 
parks. Lynden has served on the Advisory 
Committee of the Friends of the Smith College 
Botanic Garden since 1999 (see the profile of 
Lynden in the Spring 2010 issue, pp. 5–6). 
Smith’s Conservatory Manager Rob Nicholson 
accepted an MHS silver medal on behalf of the 
Lyman Plant House of the Botanic Garden of 
Smith College. This year marks Rob’s twentieth 
Bulb and Mum shows at Smith.  

MHS awards 

First year orientation 
The Friends of the Botanic Garden of 

Smith College greet each new Smithie with a 
card informing her that an ivy plant awaits her 
at Lyman Conservatory. A First Year 
Orientation event led this fall by Horticulture 
Lab Instructor Gaby Immerman was attended 
by 41 first years. The students learned to 
propagate plants by stem cuttings, producing 
little plants to grace their new dorm rooms. 
Many expressed interest in taking horticulture 
classes or otherwise connecting to the Botanic 
Garden during their time at Smith.  

Jay Girard assesses tree damage and recovery 
opportunities in Springfield after the June 1 tornado 

P
ho

to
gr

ap
h 

by
 J

oh
n 

Pa
rr

y,
 U

.S
. F

or
es

t S
er

vi
ce

 



Page 14 Fall 2011 Botanic Garden News 

 

In Memoriam: Betty Conway MFA ’50  
O n September 22, 2011, 

the Smith College Botanic 
Garden Volunteers lost Mae E. 
“Betty” Conway, a longtime 
member. Born February 25, 1921, 
Betty was artistically inclined 
from childhood. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in fine arts at 
the College of New Rochelle 
(1943) and taught in New York, 
Connecticut, and Fall River 
before moving to Northampton in 
1946. She studied Fine Arts at 
Smith College, receiving her 
master’s in 1950. In the words of 
her niece Jayne Conway, “Adept 
at many art forms, she painted for 
the sheer joy of it. She captured 
on canvas the essence of a mood, 
a personality, or the spirit of a place with 
exceptional vitality and exuberance.” At a 
memorial celebration of her life held 
October 22 at the Smith College Conference 
Center (formerly the Faculty Club), her 
family organized a retrospective exhibit of 
her paintings, which were seldom shown 
during her lifetime. 

“Miss Conway” lived her professional 
life as an art teacher in the Northampton 
public schools, retiring in 1984 after a 38-

year career. Betty loved learning and 
loved teaching, always ready to learn 
new skills to match the interests of her 
students. She recognized that all 
children are artists, equipped with the 
powerful tools of imagination, 
curiosity, and emotion. She taught 
nearly every child and teen-ager in 
town and mentored Smith student 
teachers. She also donated her 
expertise in graphic design, set and 
costume design, and calligraphy to 
many local organizations. Recalled her 
former student and fellow Botanic 
Garden volunteer Kingsley Sullivan, 
“She lived on Massasoit Street at the 
corner of Arlington. I would see her 
walking all over her neighborhood. 

She was happy to stop and chat with all who invited her onto their porch.”  
In her retirement Betty participated in many groups. Besides volunteering at the 

Botanic Garden, where she thoroughly enjoyed greeting visitors at the reception 
desk, she was an active member of the Monday Sketchers, the 
Smith College Alumnae Association, book clubs, the Fortnightly 
Club, and others. Said Botanic Garden volunteer Gail Gaustad, 
“Betty had a happy nature and will always be remembered as the 
most cheerful and willing member of a group.” As befits a playful, 
inquisitive spirit with an eye for fine art, including the fine art of 
landscape design, Betty had a secret love for the Smith Botanic 
Garden. She will be greatly missed.  

Connie Parks 

Betty Conway takes a hard hat tour of the Lyman Conservatory 
during renovations in 2002. Photograph by Madelaine Zadik 

The Year of Coning and Fruiting 
Heavily Connie Parks 

 

(especially woody plants) have large, erratic, and often 
synchronized variation in seed production, is an adaptation to seed 
predation. Overabundance of seed satiates predators so that some seed escapes 
predation. Masting is variable, however, and plants exhibit a continuum in the 
trait. Some ecologists offer an alternative explanation, namely, that masting can 
be explained as a result of wind pollination, which is more efficient as pollen 
densities increase. In any case, next year’s gardens are likely to be assaulted by a 
plague of maple seedlings.  

Cones of Pinus coulteri, P. lambertiana, P. palustris, and P. radiata 

W hat is going on with arbor vitae, 
sugar maple, and (fill in the blank) this 
year? Have you ever seen so many cones, 
fruits, or seeds? A reasonable expectation 
would be that last year’s growing 
conditions were quite favorable—lots of 
sun giving lots of sugars giving lots of 
plant growth. Jay Girard, landscape 
manager at the Smith Botanic Garden, 
offered another explanation: plant stress. 
Last summer’s drought may have induced a 
stress response in many woody plants, 
causing growing tips to turn from 
vegetative to reproductive apices. 

Conventional wisdom holds that the 
phenomenon of masting, where plants 

Sedum sieboldii 
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We regularly add to the holdings of the Smith 
College and Botanic Garden libraries using the 
Margaret D. Smock and Mina K. Curtiss Funds 
for book purchases. The gift of the 17th-century 
Ambonese Herbal by Rumphius detailing the 
natural history of Ambon Island, Indonesia, 
translated from the Dutch and annotated by the 
late E.M. Beekman of the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, was kindly donated by 
Kathy and John Scarborough in remembrance of 
their friend Monty Beekman. (See Lynn 
Margulis’ interview with Monty at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hQGk31uW78.) 
Here’s a sampling of titles received since 2007: 
 
Chalker-Scott, Linda. 2008. The Informed Gardener. 

Seattle: University of Washington Press. 
Hohn, Timothy C. 2007. Curatorial Practices for 

Botanical Gardens. Lanham, MD: AltaMira Press. 
Kress, W. John & Shirley Sherwood. 2010. The Art of 

Plant Evolution. Richmond, UK: Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew. 

Manning, John C., Peter Goldblatt, & Dee Snijman. 
2002. The Color Encyclopedia of Cape Bulbs. 
Portland, OR: Timber Press 

Miller, Lynden B. 2009. Parks, Plants, and People: 
Beautifying the Urban Landscape. New York: 
W.W. Norton & Company. 

Ohwi, Jisaburo, Frederick Meyer & Egbert Walker. 
1984. Flora of Japan. Washington, DC: 
Smithsonian Institution Scholarly Press. 

Oldfield, Sara. 2007. Great Botanic Gardens of the 
World. London: New Holland Publishers Ltd. 

Rumphius, Georgius Everhardus. 1991. Volumes 1–6  
   of The Ambonese Herbal: Being a  
   Description of the Most  
   Noteworthy Trees, Shrubs, Herbs,  
   Land- and Water-plants which are  
   Found in Amboina and the  
   Surrounding Islands According to  
   Their Shape, Various Names,  
   Cultivation, and Use: Together  
   with Several Insects and Animals:  
   for the Most Part with the Figures  
   Pertaining to Them: All Gathered  
   with Much Trouble and Diligence  
   Over Many  Years and Described  
   in Twelve Books (E. M. Beekman,  
   transl.). New Haven: Yale  
   University Press. Copublished  
   with the National Tropical   
   Botanical Garden, Kalaheo, HI. 
Thacker, Christopher. 1985. The  
   History of Gardens. Ewing, NJ: 
   University of California Press. 
Wells, Diana. 2010. Lives of the  
   Trees: An Uncommon History.  
 Chapel Hill, NC: Algonquin  

 Books.  

Student Updates 
Emily Barbour ’14, former Horticulture student, writes about her program 
last summer with the School for Field Studies, 

 

Costa Rica is great. We just finished a research project today in which we 
counted epiphytes on campus. I’m the only one who remembered what 
bromeliads are. My knowledge of bananas also came in handy when we went 
to a Dole plantation, and we’re going to a coffee plantation tomorrow. I’ve 
been giving lectures at lunchtime on correct classification of fruits, so 
Horticulture class has definitely stuck with me.  

 

Kathryn Ryan ’11, former Horticulture student, writes about her summer at 
the Smithsonian, 

 

I am a grounds intern at the Victory and Heirloom gardens, both at the 
American History Museum. I’m learning a lot of horticulture basics. I’m a pro 
at deadheading and I’m beginning to be able to tell when a plant needs a 
particular nutrient. A few weeks ago I used the word “node” and my 
supervisor was impressed. I have the Botanic Garden to thank for that!  

 

Landon Newton ’11J, former Botanic Garden summer intern, writes about  
her new job with Lynden B. Miller ’60, 

 

I am working for Lynden Miller as an office assistant, organizing her archival 
papers. Lynden is teaching a 7 week course at New York University and I will 
be her teaching assistant. But the most exciting thing now is that I am going to 
start going on site visits with her, which I am really looking forward to. I am 
also going to take a few classes at the New York Botanical Garden on soil 
science and horticulture to keep me sharp.  
 

Elise Simons ’09, former Botanic Garden summer intern, writes,  
 

I’m absolutely loving Peace Corps Zambia. My major program these days is 
centered on agroforestry. I have a demonstration plot dug with “conservation 
farming basins” (so called because they are both labor-saving and 
environmentally friendly, preventing soil erosion and breaking the hardpan so 
crop roots can grow deeper, allowing more crops to be planted in one field) 
and will soon be planting it with a mixture of maize, soybeans, sunflowers 
(used for cooking oil), and trees, many of which have been preplanted in a  
tree nursery nearby in my garden. The best part is 
that I’ve been getting the local farmers to do most 
of the digging and planting with/for me, so I’m not 
just showing them, I’m teaching them. They should 
have some healthy, sustainable tree-integrated crop 
systems going in a few years. I miss Smith very 
much, and still feel very connected to the physical 
campus, thanks to the time I spent on it as a 
Botanic Garden intern.  

Library Additions 

Rob Nicholson and Nate Saxe install faux stone planter boxes during renovations of the Succulent House, summer 
2011; boxes in October after planting with succulents. Photographs by Pamela Dods ’08; Constance Parks ’83 
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Memorial Gifts  
continued 

Memorial Gifts  
continued 

In memory of Doris V. Steenstrup ’42 
 Paul Steenstrup 
In memory of Caroline Blanton 

Thayer ’29 
 Helen T. Chapell 
In memory of Evelyn Van Dyk 

Townsend ’36 
 Family & Nursing Care 
 Jean M. Hitchcock 
 Gale Townsend 
In memory of Mary Mattison van 

Schaik ’31 
 Jacoba van Schaik 
In memory of Raye Simon  

Weenick ’59 
 Myra G. Wrubel 
In memory of Sophia Burnham 

Wescott, Class of 1904 & Sarah 
Wescott Drew ’34 

 Sarah Drew Reeves 
In memory of Ruth Kimberly  

Young ’37 
 David Young 
 Priscilla Young 
 

Memorial Gifts 

The Botanic Garden of Smith College is grateful to our supporters who help make our work possible. We 
wish to express our sincerest thanks to the following contributors who have given so generously in the last 
fiscal year, from July 1, 2010, through June 30, 2011.  Donors 

In honor of Teresa De Riso 
Barton ’63 

 Alison Taylor 
In honor of Katherine  

Borland ’00 
 Dr. Lawrence M. Borland 

Honorial Gifts  

Bequests 

Jane Gilmore Lukens  
Muriel Kohn Pokross 
Marion B. Rhodes 
 

Marcia Schofield ’65 
Conservatory 
Maintenance Fund 

Marcia Schofield 
 

In memory of Georgiana Jackson 
Allen, Class of 1907 

 Kate Bunker-Neto 
In memory of Erna Berndt 
 Joanne Foster 
In memory of Helen Bourque 
 Rachael M. Bartels &  

Anne-Marie Thiel 
In memory of Eleanor Brosius 
 Joan E. Corbett 
In memory of Lois Burrill ’59 
 Nancy Deffeyes 
In memory of Elizabeth Lewis  

Calmer ’33 
 Mary Ellen Birkett 
In memory of William & Alice 

Campbell 
 Deb Brown 
In memory of William Campbell 
 Edith A. Sisson 
In memory of Helene Cantarella 
 Arthur Apostolou & Margaret 

Groesbeck 
In memory of Ruth Pierson Churchill, 

Class of 1919 
 Martha Wood Subber 
In memory of Lyn Judge Corbett ’74 
 Barbara E. Judge 
 Barbara Judge Townsend 
In memory of Edith Donahoe  

Dinneen ’27 
 Edith Dinneen 
In memory of Amy Sue Doppelt ’81 
 Stephen Scheier 
In memory of Patricia Pearsall 

Dutcher ’35 
 Deborah D. Bump 
In memory of Melissa C. Fong ’01 
 Liv Coleman 
 Stephen & Barbara Coleman 
 Gordon Fong & Laurel  

Howard-Fong 
 Gway Yook Fong 
 Madeline Fong 
 Stanley & Josie Fong 
 Adia Hoag 
 Helen C. Howard 
 Jennie Jow 
 Teri S. Knox 
 Vanessa Larson 
 Sarah Macdonald 
 Emma Mulvaney-Stanak 
 Lois & Tak Tsukuda 
 Christina Wang 
In memory of Marjorie Wellman 

Freeman, Class of 1916 &  
Fentress Kerlin Park 

 E. Hope Freeman Hudner 
In memory of William Ganong 
 Ann Ganong Seidler 
In memory of Ora Gillies  

Gerhard ’37 
 Caroline Riggs 

In memory of Marion Post Hidden, 
Class of 1919 

 Mary L. Hidden 
In memory of Roselle Hoffmaster ’98 
 Annette Zaytoun & Rick Reynolds 
In memory of Roselle Hoffmaster ’98 

& Allison Ihm Schwartz ’98 
 Laura L. Zaytoun 
In memory of B. Elizabeth Horner ’40 
 Mary H. Laprade 
In memory of M. Louise Keller Horton, 

Class of 1896 
 Rosamond H. Lownes 
In memory of Eleonora Keshishian 
 Vladimir & Karina Gersht 
In memory of Lucia Krompart ’81 
 Karen Collins 
In memory of Eunice Lilly, Class  

of 1919 
 Elvin M. Fowell 
In memory of Frances Chambers 

Mancusi-Ungaro ’26 
 Diana Mancusi-Ungaro Saltarelli 
In memory of Eleanor Lindabury 

Marston ’32 
 Laurie MacKenzie 
In memory of Cary MacRae  

McDaniel ’69 
 Ann Coulter Wiss 
 Catherine J. Wiss 
 Barbara Burgess Wolfe 
In memory of Alice Houston 

McWhinney, Class of 1916 
 Madeline M. Dale 
In memory of Virginia Maddock 

O’Brien ’38 & Kate Greene 
Stephenson ’33 

 Jane Stephenson 
In memory of Elliot Offner 
 Susan Cohen 
 Helen Bryan Smith 
In memory of Gordon Reid,  

Edward Charon & Gertrude 
Charon 

 Bootie Charon 
In memory of Marion B. Rhodes 
 Eugene G. Rhodes 
 Kingsley Sullivan 
In memory of E. Ann Scroggie 

Robinson ’22 
 Mrs. Jack B. Joyce 
In memory of Carolyn &  

Marshall Rowe 
 Brenda R. McGovern 
In memory of Kerry Santry ’76 
 Anne B. Terhune 
In memory of Patricia Clark  

Smith ’64 
 Carol Christ 
 Ruth Ames Solie 
In memory of Elizabeth A.  

Spetnagel ’28 
 Pamelia P. Tisza 

Cary MacRae McDaniel ’69 
Internship Fund 

Ann Coulter Wiss 
Catherine J. Wiss 
Barbara Burgess Wolfe 
 

Stacey Bell 
Joan Feinberg Berns 
Milan Chheda 
Robert & Jane Cummings 
Joan Pokross Curhan 
Syrel & Michael Dawson 
Edwards Angell Palmer & 

Dodge 
Federal Street Advisors 
Bernice Godine 
Paul & Patricia Hogan 
Immune Disease Institute, Inc. 
William D. Kirchick 

Muriel Kohn Pokross ’34 
Fellowship in Botanical 
& Horticultural Studies 

Mary Mattison van 
Schaik ’31 Fund 

Jacoba van Schaik 
 

Muriel Kohn Pokross ’34 
Fellowship in Botanical 
& Horticultural Studies 
continued 

Diane Knopf 
Edward Knopf 
Elyse Knopf 
Sheila Lane 
Sheila Holst Ledeboer 
Shirley G. Libby 
Deborah Wolfe Lievens 
Ruth S. Malenka 
David & Alison McCabe 
Pamela Metz 
Peter Miller 
Nixon Peabody 
Old North Advisors, LLC 
Katherine Osterman 
Ethel Pokross Miller Family Fund 
Muriel Kohn Pokross 
Lia J. Poorvu 
Joy B. Rabinowitz 
Shirley Stein Raymer &  

Robert M. Raymer 
Thomas Riley 
Peter J. Rosemark 
Dorothy B. Rudman 
Claire & Edward Saxe 
Constance R. Schnoll 
Dr. Joan E. Schuman 
Arthur I. Segel & Patti B. Saris 
Vijay J. Shah 
Margaret Segel Shapiro 
Joel & Sue Sherman 
Smith College Club of Belmont 
Sherman H. Starr 
Joe & Susan Stone 
Nelson & Joan Stone 
 

Danforth Botanic  
Garden Internship Fund 

Dr. William H. Danforth II 
 

Elizabeth A. Spetnagel ’28 
Endowment Fund  

Jane Gilmore Lukens 
 

Louise de Bevers 
Spetnagel ’29  
Endowment Fund  

Jane Gilmore Lukens 
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Contributors  
continued 

Champions 

Deanna Bates 
Molly Shaw Beard 
Carol Christ 
Dr. William H. Danforth II 
Gordon Fong &  
 Laurel Howard-Fong 
E. Hope Freeman Hudner 
Nancy Booth Kelly 
Jane Spivy Keough 
Elisabeth Mason 
Eugene G. Rhodes 
Stephen Scheier 
Marcia Schofield 
Ruth Ames Solie 
David Young 
Priscilla Young 
 

Donors (continued) 

Members of the Friends of the Botanic Garden 

Anne B. Brown 
Sue Andreae Brown 
Laurel McCain Haarlow 
William B. Hurd, Jr. 
Carolyn Lattin 
Cornelia Hahn Oberlander 
 

Patrons 

Sustainers 

Julia W. Frick 
Ann Frothingham 
Priscilla B. Hansen 
Alison Corning Jones 
Pamela S. Niner 
Lisa L. Novick 
Elizabeth Rajam 
Rita Seplowitz Saltz 
Sarah Chase Shaw 
Jocelyn Arundel Sladen 
D. Rebecca Snow 
Nancy R. Turner 
Katherine Hill Udall 

Paul Alpers 
Jacqueline Anderson 
Daryl D. Andrews 
Lisa Baird 
Sarah E. Bellrichard 
Nancy Bissell 
Joseph & Barbara B. Blumenthal 
Andrea Bonn 
Laura Brown Booth 
Nancy Mason Bradbury 
Andrew & Linda Brenner 
Anne C. Brower, M.D. 
Kathrin S. Brown 
John & Lale Burk 
Jane H. Carroll 
Judith Carroll 
Niecy A. Chambers 
Dr. Phylliss M. Chappell 
Mary Clemesha 
Bonnie R. Clendenning 
Martha Clute 
Paula Cortes 
Hilary H. Creighton 
Elizabeth Carroll Cryer 
Deborah H. Cushman 
Joan D’Aoust 
Margaret Flanders Darby 
Porter & Lisa Dawson 
David & Donna De Sousa 
Donna K. Donaghy 
Susan V. Donovan 
Nancy R. Duck 
Christina J. Eldridge 
Elizabeth S. Eustis 
Bernice Fierman 

Contributors 

Susan Ohaus Flint 
Dana Rees Folley 
Patricia G. Foulkrod 
Florence Bryan Fowlkes 
C.L. Frank & Company 
Linle J. Froeb 
Eileen G. Gold 
Gail Hill Gordon 
Anne E. Grape 
Anne Haley 
Ann W. Hilliard 
Anna Craig Hogan 
Robin H. Howell 
Robin F. Hudnut 
Catherine Jenkins 
Lydia Jenner 
Jill Johnson 
Belinda Kaye 
Kristin L. Kinsella 
Josefa M. Kolodzieczyk 
Lianne Lazetera 
Mary Liz Lewis 
Christopher B. Loring 
Marilyn Graves Lummis 
Dr. Patricia D. Mail 
Karen B. Maloney 
Susan Maltz 
Ann S. Mandel 
Elizabeth Marr 
Martha Martin 
Eileen Marum 
Jean & Paul McAuliffe 
Lynden B. Miller 
Jane Ross Moore 
Paula Deitz Morgan 
Joanne Dunne Murphy 
Priscilla J. Murphy 
Maureen Hayes O’Brien 
Janice Oresman 
Marcia L. Osborn 
Alison Overseth 
Elisabeth Morgan Pendleton 

Smith College Clubs 
and Classes 

Smith College Class of 1986 
Smith College Club of Belmont 
 

Elisabeth Wolf 
Marcia Zweig 
 

Contributors  
continued 
Jeannine A. Perrot 
Susanne LaC. Phippen 
May Pierce 
Mary D. Pinney 
Andrea O. Ray, M.D. 
Mary Raynard 
Barbara F. Reynolds 
Jane Ridgley 
Cathleen Dugan Riley 
Robin A. Rinaca &  
    Nicholas J. Covatta 
Nancy Ross 
Dr. Katherine & Dr. Stephen Rostand 
Judith Schwartz 
Susan Seamans 
Henry & Deborah Seay 
Jane L. S. Shackelford 
Eliza Phillipa Shulman 
Diana Simplair 
Helen Bryan Smith 
Emma-Marie Snedeker 
Morton & Estelle Sosland 
Elizabeth Soyster 
Barbara Palmer Stern 
Joanna Sternberg 
Nancy C. Stevenson 
Lucille Anderson Streeter 
Mary Daley Sullivan 
Joan Thompson 
Lee Traub 
Anne B. Vernon 
Deborah S. Vernon 
Anne Van Vleck Webb 
Kalle G. Weeks 
C. Ann Rowland Welsh 
Patricia C. Williams 
Bruce & Kathryn Wood 
Dorothy M. Woodcock 
Elizabeth Wuori 
Jennifer Chin Yen 
 

Many thanks to the many anonymous donors and all those who placed their contributions in 
the donations box. 

Foundation, Corporate, and Organization Donors 

B & H Company 
Beard Family Charitable Trust 
BF Foundation 
Bob & Barbara Wolfe Charitable 

Foundation 
C.L. Frank & Company 
Community Foundation of 

Louisville Depository, Inc. 
Haarlow Family Charitable 

Foundation 
Hawksglen Foundation 
Keough Fund 
Leo Wasserman Foundation 
Mezitt Horticultural Foundation 
The Marjorie Sale Arundel Fund 

Tilia Foundation 
Triple T Foundation 
 

Matching Gifts 

Bank of America Foundation 
Ernst and Young Foundation 
ExxonMobil Foundation 
Intuit Foundation 
Jackson National Life Insurance 
 Company 
The Meredith Corporation  
 Foundation 
Monsanto Fund 
United Technologies Corporation 
 

Gift-in-Kind Donations 

Dr. Fritz Schomburg 
 

Botanic Garden News 

Honorial Gifts  
continued 

In honor of Class of 1986 25th 
reunion 

 Smith College Class of 1986 
In honor of Elizabeth Jacobson 

’10 & Beck Jacobson ’10 
 Deborah J. Lightner, M.D. 
In honor of Samantha  

Liberman ’14 
 Jeanne Costello 
In honor of James & Miriam 

Camp Niederman ’48 
 Nancy V. Ahern 
In honor of Susan Bulfinch  

Ritger ’41 
 Lee Ritger Pushkin 

Sustainers 
continued 

Honorial Gifts  
continued 

In honor of Sarah A. Sanchez ’06 
 Andrea L. Marth 
In honor of Emily Churchill  

Wood ’46 
 Martha Wood Subber 
 

Bellis perennis 
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Individual & Dual Members 

Jacqueline Abair 
Lucy Abisalih 
Andy Adams 
Kimberly Albright 
Shadee Ardalan 
Ann D. Arthur 
Patricia A. Atkins 
Lucy Baldwin 
Pamela Scavotto Barber 
Barrington Community School 
Linda Ward Beech 
Justine E. Bertram 
Ann Atwood Biggs 
Edith S. Bingham 
Col. Nancy B. Black, M.D. 
Paul & Sheree Bloomberg 
Sarah S. Boasberg 
Jean G. Bodine 
Sarah Murdock Bolster 
Ann B. Borelli 
Lee Sullivan Born 
Carrie C. Brown 
Evelyn G. Brown 
Nancy Bryant 
Susan C. Bunnell 
Penelope Burke 
Esta S. Busi 
Elinor K. Butt 
Anne G. Cann 
Jeanne Canteen 
Caroline Carbaugh 
Kathleen H. Carr 
Kate Carson 
Barbara J. Case 
Madeline Catania 
Addison Cate 
Elizabeth Walker Catelli 
Clara-Mae Chittum 
Rebecca R. Clapp 
Susan Coakley 
Susan A. Cole 
Jennifer S. Collins 
Elisabeth Colt 
Eileen Conder 
Alethea Cono 
Mae Elizabeth Conway 
Ann F. Coxe 
Catherine Crane 
Ruth C. Crocker 
Christine A. Curylo 
Linda J. Cysz 
Sidonia Dalby 
Jeffrey Dan 
Susan Daniel-Dreyfus 
Nancy R. David 
Jo Ann W. Davidson 
John H. Davis 
Sarah de Besche 
Margaret De Mott 
David & Jean Dempsey 
Nancy W. Denig 
Deborah Diemand 

Members of the Friends of the Botanic Garden continued 

Daniel L. & Anna J. Dindal 
Katherine Weiss Di Sabito 
Eileen Donelan 
Karen Dorhamer-Fadden 
Sandra Doucett 
Dr. Nancy R. Douzinas 
Ann M. Doyle 
Brian & Marlene Doyle 
Martha C. Drake 
Mary R. Dryfoos 
Beverly K. Duncan 
Anne M. Duzinski 
Sydney Eddison 
Ellen S. Eddy 
Donna Eden 
Arline Boyer Epstein 
Georgianna B. Erskine 
Marilyn London Ewing 
Lorena Faerber 
Mollie C. Fair 
Laraine Fergenson 
Louisa Ferree 
Bernard Fine 
Natalie W. Fisher 
Maureen Flannery 
Bill Fleming & Ann Colangelo 
Charlotte M. Frieze 
Stephanie Larkin Frost 
Leslie Fuller 
Susanne Funchion 
Katherine Hashmall Gavzy 
Hannah M. Gilligan, M.D. 
Myron & Penina Glazer 
Susan Hastings Glendon 
Gayle Golden 
Nancy Goldstein 
Susan Goodall 
Robin Gottlieb 
Frances K. Grace 
Elysa Greenblatt 
Judith A. Greene 
Francesca Grifo 
Linda L. Griggs 
Jennifer Edwards Groce 
Valerie V. Groeneveld 
Judith A. Gronim 
Isabel C. Gutierrez 
H. Jane Gwyn 
Ann W. Hackl 
Helen Hall 
Katherine T. Hall 
Erin Harris 
Mary Harvey 
Lois Hatch 
Helen H. Heinrich 
Brenda S. Helleberg 
Nicole P. Hepburn 
Dianna V. Herschend 
Joan Hershey 
Marian Herz 
Ingrid H. Hetfield 
Jean Hiersteiner 

Allison Hindman-Harvey 
Eileen Hodge 
James & Kathleen Hoffmaster 
Marjorie M. Holland 
Nicholas J. Horton 
Karen Howat 
Lynne Hoxie 
Diane Hummelbrunner 
Marcia Hunkins 
Amanda E. Hunsaker 
Sharon Hyde 
Marcia Hylan 
Int’l Travel Professionals 
Mary L. Jack 
Kellie L. Jacobs, M.D. 
Linda M. Jaegers 
Sheila W. Johnson 
Mrs. Christopher P. Jones 
Mrs. Jack B. Joyce 
Susan E. Joyce 
Patricia Judice 
Janice A. Julian 
Karen S. Kaplan 
Georgia Karapanos 
Jacki-Sue Katzman 
Elaine Kersten 
Elizabeth H. Kinney 
Carolyn Grinnell Kirkpatrick 
Donna Eteson Kishibay 
Dr. Irwin & Sue S. Klau 
Diane Kleber 
Gillian Kohler 
Geraldine Kraus 
Valerie Lafleur 
Mrs. Robert A. La Macchia 
Sara K. Lapuk 
Carolyn Lattinville 
Marian D. Lauterbach 
Cecilia Lee 
James Leheny 
Joan H. Lehmann 
Jaroslaw & Alla Leshko 
Jennifer E. Levy 
Cheryl Winter Lewy 
Michele Lindsay 
Timothy & Eileen Lively 
Mira Locher 
Cathy Longinotti 
Kathleen Lovell 
Katy McColl Lukens 
Ann Lundy 
Tinka Lunt 
Susette Lyons 
Lindsay V. Mack 
Ruth MacNaughton 
Jane Malarkey 
Barbara B. Mann 
Marion S. Marcucelli 
Marilyn Martin 
Sherry Martin 
Janice L. Mathews 
Elizabeth J. Maxim 

Donors (continued) Please accept our apologies for any errors or omissions 
and advise us so that we may make corrections. 

Kathryn McArthur 
James Ricci &  
    Margaret McCarthy 
Kristin McLane 
Donna Meehan 
Judith P. Melick 
Craig & Carol Melin 
Sarah Metcalf 
Gail Michael 
Faith Sutton Miller 
Paul & Ellen Mintzer 
Augusta Molnar 
Hannah Morehouse 
Marianne Morrell-Schumann 
Anna Morrison 
George & Mirla Morrison 
Sheldon Mossberg 
Nancy B. Mott 
Sharilyn T. Mount-Essex 
Joanne Moyler 
Susan H. Munger 
Richard Munson 
Sybil G. Nadel 
Harriet B. Naughton 
Megan E. Neumeister 
Nancy A. Nicholson 
Julia Nims 
Gary & Dee Dee Niswonger 
Roland Normand 
Kathleen P. O’Beirne 
John O’Brien 
Elise W. Olson 
Kathleen O’Neill 
Debra Orgera & George Kohout 
Barbara F. Ostberg 
Ruth W. Pardoe 
Elsa P. Pauley 
Elizabeth Payton 
Leila P. Peck 
Sherry Peck 
Frances Pekala 
Barbara Pelissier 
Nancy Pendleton 
Harriet F. Phillips 
Dwight & Connie Pogue 
Arlene H. Pollack 
Wendy Porterfield 
Susan E. Porth 
Darcie Price-Wallace 
Denise P. Quittmeyer 
Rea Rabinowitz 
Catha Grace Rambusch 
Judith L. Rameior 
Sally W. Rand 
Diane D. Rees 
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Donors (continued) 

Elizabeth Adams 
Hazel Adolphson 
Jeanne Ammon 
Renea Anderson 
Susan Bagnall 
Terry Barton 
Maryjane Beach 
Janet Bissell 
Cliff Borgeson 
Diane Bowman 
Marti Catuogno 
Kim Clark 
Susan Cooper 
David Dann 
Anne Deggendorf 
Kathryn Drake 
Laura DuPont 
Louisa Ferree 
Leslie Fisette 
Daniel Fitzgerald 

Sarah Freedberg 
Ceilidh Galloway-Kane 
Gail Gaustad 
Barbara Gelling 
Sue Gerstle 
Donna Gochinski 
Linda Golash 
Mina Harrison 
Carol Jachym 
Carol Jolly 
Edie King 
Anne Marie Konieczny 
Mary Laprade 
Michelle Lee 
Myra Lenburg 
Ina Luadtke 
Susette Lyons 
Marian Macdonald 
Sigi Marrocco 
Peg McFarland 

Cheryl Mellis 
Ellie Messner 
Diane Moriarty 
Judy Morrissette 
Michael Morton 
Mary Jo Moses 
Jan Nettler 
Andrea O’Brien 
Debra Orgera 
Connie Parks 
Deanna Pearlstein 
Janet Price 
Diana Souza 
Mary Lou Splain 
Tizzy Sprecker 
Eva Weber 
Anne Wellington 
Gregory Wilson 
Athleen Zimmermann 
 

Volunteers 
We are fortunate to receive support in the form of 

volunteer service from many individuals. Their generous 
donations of time and energy allow the Botanic Garden of 
Smith College to offer enhanced visitor services (especially 
on weekends and during the Bulb and Chrysanthemum 
shows) as well as guided tours of the Lyman Conservatory 
and outdoor gardens. Our outreach is extended by our 
volunteers—master gardeners, educators, and others—who 
reach in from the local community to bring the Botanic 
Garden to an ever greater audience. The following people 
donated over 1800 hours of their time over the past year and 
gave tours to over 1200 visitors, mostly schoolchildren in 
grades K–12. We can’t say thank you enough!  

 

Members of the Friends of the Botanic Garden continued 

Miriam Cady 
Ann E. Cameron 
Caroline Carr 
Chestnut Knoll Resident Fund 
Jill Cody 
Connecticut Herb Association 

Inc. 
Bettie Minette Cooper 
Carolyn Dashef 
Barbara Drollette 
Donna Gates 
Caroline Gifford 
Michele Girard 
M. Jenny Hall 
Carrie Notari Harlan 
Sarah Hartman 
John Kurty 
Jennifer Luk 
Jennifer L. Meyer 
Lisa Moline 
Anne Mundsinger 
John Penford 
Sarah Pritchard 
Linda J. Rainville 
Wendy Raymont 
Lisa Redmond 
Jessica Ricci 
Jenna Roberts 
Carol M. Rosenbaum 
Donna Vidal Svirsky 
Agnes Temesvari 
Francesca Tronchin 
Debora W. Tuck 
White Oak School 
Marion Bierwirth Woolam 
 

Other Donations 

Individual & Dual Members continued 

Barbara Rejniak 
Wenda Restall 
Alice Robbins 
Penelope A. Roberts 
Dr. Susanne F. Roberts 
Diantha C. Robinson 
Katharine H. Robinson 
Karen M. Rohan 
Elisabeth Tobey Roos 
David Rundle & Catherine Huntley 
Cynthia L. Rup 
Beverly H. Ryburn 
Dorothy Sachs 
Alice L. Saidel 
Katherine Salamone 
Yoelene Schaefer 
Talia Schenkel 
Peter Schlessinger & Forest 
Julie Schroeder 
Dr. Joan E. Schuman 
Suzanne Scutt 
Diana F. Seacord 
Sharon Seelig 
Kathryn Service 
Carole P.R. Settle 
Susan B. Shanks 
Alice M. Shearer 
William Sheehan 
Vera Shevzov 
Carolyn Shiel 
Judy L. Shindel 
Robin Silva 
Faith S. Simmons 
Rebecca Sinos 
Evelyn Slater 
Karen W. Slater 
Jane Smith 
Linda Fisher Smith 
Sarah C. Smith 
Stacey Song 
Jayne Spielman &  
    Stephen Baumgarten 
Dr. Sandra-Leigh Sprecker 
Lee Sproull 
Susan J. Steenstrup 
Carol A. Stern 
Jonathan Stone 
Priscilla Strain 
Marie Robinson Strauss 
Kristina Streed 
Katharine T. Svenson 
Edith K. Templin 
Marianne Thomas 
Travel Group Inc. 
Ann M. Turnberg 
Lucy Van Atta 
Marta B. van Dam 
Margaret A. Waggoner 
Phebe Wallace 
Janet B. Wallstein 
Norman & Deborah Walsh 

Alex Julius 
Mary K. O’Neal 
Barrett Phillips 
Abigail Strauss 
Shannon Struble 
Alexandra von Mering 
Carolyn Whiting 
 

Student Members & Recent Alumnae 

Rachel Besserman 
Lisa Bomba 
Victoria Bram 
Anna Burhoe 
Whitney Dorer 
Shannon Fitzpatrick 
Emily Frontiere 
Chelsea Gauci 

Carolyn Waterman 
Patricia Weed 
Barbara Weeks 
Samantha Weiss 
Karen Wendell 
Jennifer Werner 
Joan Wick-Pelletier 
Ann B. Williams 
Margaret P. Williams 
Staunton Williams, Jr. 
Adela S. Wilmerding 
Lisa Wilsher 
Sherry Wilson 
Eleanor Winston 
Carol Wirtschafter 
Tad & Michele Witowski 
Jack Wright & Susan Garrett 
Dr. Lawrence H. Zingesser 
Robin Zitter 
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ALL MEMBERS RECEIVE 
 

 A complimentary copy of Celebrating a Century: The Botanic Garden of Smith College, by C. John Burk 
 Botanic Garden News, our newsletter and calendar of events, twice a year 
 Members-only hours at the Bulb and Chrysanthemum Shows — 9:00 to 10:00 am daily  

Show dates: Fall Chrysanthemum Show: November 5 – November 20, Spring Bulb Show: March 3 – March 18, 2012  
 Free admission and discounts at over 200 other gardens around the country 
 A 10% discount on Botanic Garden merchandise  
 Free audio tours of the Lyman Conservatory 
 Invitations to show previews and receptions 
 

Contributors and above receive: A screensaver with images of the Botanic Garden and our collections 

BGNS 

Membership Categories 

You are invited to join 

The Friends of the Botanic Garden of Smith College 

Botanic Garden News 

 

 Champion 
 Patron 
 Sustainer 
 Contributor  

 $2000+ 
 $1000      
 $500   
 $150   

 Household/Family 
 Individual 
 Student/Recent Alum 
   graduated in the past 5 years 

 $75 
 $50 
 $20 

Name:   
 

Class Year (alumnae):          
 
 

Address:   
 
 
 
 

City, State, Zip:   
 
 
 

E-mail:   

Enclosed is my check payable to Smith College  
in the amount of $      .  

Send to:  FRIENDS OF THE BOTANIC GARDEN 
   SMITH COLLEGE ADVANCEMENT OFFICE 
   P.O. Box 340029, Boston, MA 02241-0429 

Or you may join or renew online with a credit card at www.smith.edu/friends 
All contributions are tax-deductible.   

     YES, I WANT TO BECOME A FRIEND OF THE BOTANIC GARDEN OF SMITH COLLEGE! 


