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Bamboo, Chrysanthemums, 
and Poetry 

B amboos are members of the highly evolved grass family, Poaceae, some of 
which are among the fastest growing plants on Earth. There are 1000 different species 
in over 90 genera, which range from under 1 foot to over 100 feet tall, and grow in 
different climates, from jungles to high on mountainsides. Having great economic and 
cultural significance in Asia, bamboo provides housing and food for over 2 billion 
people. Its many uses include soil conservation, medicine, ornamental and landscape 
plantings, construction material, basketry, paper, boats, bridges, clothing, cooking 
utensils, fencing, furniture, tools, musical instruments, paper, flooring, and roofing. 

This fall Sujane Wu, Assistant Professor of East Asian Languages and Literature, 
participated in the Botanic Garden’s Curricular Enhancement Program, which 
provides support to faculty in utilizing the Botanic Garden in their teaching. Professor 
Wu redesigned her course, The Culture of the Lyric in Traditional China: Plants 
and Poetry ( that her students would develop a deeper understanding 
of the plants that are so integral to the literature. As we were working with her, the 
idea for the theme for this year’s Chrysanthemum Show began to emerge. It was a 

natural outgrowth for us to incorporate 
bamboo and poetry into the Show. 

Through readings of folk songs, lyric 
poems, prose, and excerpts from a novel 
and a drama, students in the class explored 
the historical development of images and 
symbolism of three plants in Chinese 
literature: chrysanthemum, bamboo, and 
lotus. The students selected Chinese poems 
about chrysanthemums to display with the 
mums in the Show, and they presented the 
poetry in a public reading. 

We invited Nancy Moore Bess,  
master basket maker and internationally 
known bamboo expert, and artist Harry 
Bower, to create bamboo sculptures to 
complement the chrysanthemum displays. 
The sculptures were installed in the 
Chrysanthemum Show, the Church 
Exhibition Gallery, and just outside the 
Lyman Plant House.  

Bamboo sculpture by Nancy Moore Bess 

Madelaine Zadik 

The House of Sarah,  
outdoor bamboo sculpture by Harry Bower 
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Harry Bower working on Whirling Dervish #3, 
bamboo sculpture at the Lyman Plant House. 
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 March of the Clones 
N onprofit institutions with curated collections have varying ways 

to make these collections available for public consumption. Art museums do 
a profitable business in posters and reproductions of both two- and three-
dimensional pieces of their collections. Zoos might sell stuffed plush 
approximations of the animals. Only botanical gardens can readily make 
large numbers of their holdings available by means of sexual or asexual 
propagation. The idea of slicing a Monet or Gauguin into smaller pieces and 
selling them off is unimaginable, but this concept is hardly a scary one to us. 

The Smith College Botanic Garden occasionally holds plant sales, 
although they are not a high priority within our mission. Many other 
botanical gardens do count heavily on revenues from plant sales, and annual 
events can generate income in the five to six figure range. 

Our orchid collection has had substantial expansion in the last decade in 
terms of quality and numbers of specimens. But the plants themselves 
expand, getting bigger and demanding more bench space as the years add 
up. So this year, in an effort to supplement contracting budgets, we decided 
to divide our specimens down to a more manageable size, and then divide 
(clone) and pot up the leftovers for a sale. Proceeds from the sale will be 
used to buy new plants for our indoor and outdoor collections.  

Student interns Rachel Rock-Blake ’09 and Caitlin Bumpas ’10 were 
immersed in a monthlong process of dividing, potting, labeling, and 
producing a catalog. All their work came to fruition in May when 1300 
orchid plants were offered for sale during commencement and reunion 
weekends, on May 30 at 9–11:00 am to Friends of the Botanic Garden, and 
lastly to the general public from 11:00 onward. 

The results were as good as we could have hoped, with 250 people 
scouring over 1300 plants of 150 different species and cultivars and leaving 
only 75 behind. Many people joined the Friends group just 
to gain early entry. Two volunteers in particular weathered 
the Saturday morning crush, Diana Souza and Mary Lou 
Splain, while the more sane afternoon sales tables were 
managed by Sue Gerstle and Leslie Fisette. One of our 
summer interns, Dana Egan-Sherry, also helped out. 

The majority of our new orchid material were donations 
from Dr. Wilford Neptune of Newton, Massachusetts, and 
the estate of Pamela Copeland of Greenville, Delaware. 
While we always keep one fine specimen of each plant they 
gave us, the divisions we sold allow us a small degree of 
budgetary flexibility. These plants quite literally have 
become the gift that keeps on giving.  

Rob Nicholson 
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Corrections 
A couple of corrections of items that appeared in the Spring 2009 issue of 
Botanic Garden News: 
 

The article about The Huntington (page 11) stated that it is now owned 
by the state of California, when in fact the garden is owned by a private 
foundation. Also, to clarify, the original size of the estate was 600 acres, of 
which 207 now remain. 

 
In the article on daylilies (page 9), we incorrectly labeled the photo of 

Hemerocallis ‘Venus Fly Trap’ as an unusual form daylily. This cultivar 
is, in fact, a standard tetraploid with teeth and is not classified in the 
unusual form category.  

www.smith.edu/garden
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to us, a literature search showed 
that other species of agave send 
up flowering spikes 9–10 meters 
(29–33 feet) above the ground, 
treelike spires from a rosette of 
leaves. 

Flowers began to open and be 
“ready for business” on August 
1, and it was a matter of some 
speculation about what pollinator 
this non-native honeypot on a 
stick would attract in North 
America. In their native range, 
Arizona and Texas to Costa Rica, 
approximately 200 different 
species of agaves are known to 
attract a variety of pollinators, 

primarily nectar-lapping and pollen-feeding 
bats but also hummingbirds, flickers, doves, 
pigeons, wrens, ravens, parrots, bees, wasps, 
flies, and beetles. New England bats seem 
wholly adapted to insect hunting rather than 
nectar lapping so we did not anticipate any 
nocturnal visits. 

In late August, by which time the flower 
stalk had reached 16.5 feet, two different 
species of wasps were observed foraging for 
nectar within the tubular blossoms, but no bees 
or birds were seen visiting the foreign flowers. 
As we were not certain pollination was being 
consummated, the tricky operation of climbing 
out to the flowers and hand-pollinating became 
necessary. If the species is self-compatible 
(able to pollinate itself), then this would allow 
us to spread the seed of this species to other 
botanical gardens worldwide by means of our 

(Continued on page 4) 

P lants have to be continually pruned 
and shaped to fit the confines of the glass 
boxes we call the Lyman Conservatory. But 
once in a great while you have to bend the 
rules and alter the box to fit the plant. This 
summer brought yet another flowering first 
and one that was remarkable to watch.  

Our specimen of Agave potatorum was 
planted in the newly renovated Succulent 
House in 2001. In the center bed we 
constructed a series of rock outcrops and 
planted within this naturalistic landscape a 
number of interesting succulents and cacti. 
The bed was divided into New World and 
Old World halves, and the agave was planted 
at the base of a huge ponytail palm, 
Beaucarnea recurvata, which we maintained 
in a box during renovation. All the new 
plantings settled in nicely and seemed to demonstrate clearly that desert plants 
love their roots to be able to dive deep, as all the inground plantings seemed 
more vigorous than our potted plants. 

Agave potatorum has had a long association with humans. The Aztecs knew 
the plant by the name of papalometl or butterfly agave. Whether this refers to 
a pollinator or some other meaning is long lost but does leave us with an 
attractive common name. The species is native to the states of Puebla and 
Oaxaca in Mexico, and is found in dry pine/oak forests at 4,000 to 7,500 feet 
in elevation. In the wild, flowering stalks are usually seen in the autumn 
season; they can reach 18 feet tall, with up to 30 flower clusters. 

A number of years have passed since the renovation, and the plant must 
have longed for a little chaos as it now demanded some building changes. 
Beginning in May the central rosette of spiny azure leaves began to shift as a 
flowering stalk started growing from the middle. To say it grew fast is an 
understatement as it was one of the fastest growth spurts of any plant we have 
ever cultivated. By July 4 the stalk had stretched to 13 feet above the foliage. 
The speed at which it grew was startling and it quickly reached the peak of the 
roof, necessitating the removal of one pane of glass so the stalk could continue 
onward and upward. After it topped out, it began to send out branched clusters 
of flowers forming a paniculate flowering stalk. As impressive as the plant is 
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Raising the Roof for the Butterfly Agave  
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Rob Nicholson 

Agave potatorum in the Succulent House 
Photograph by Madelaine Zadik 
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The flowering stalk coming through the roof of the Succulent House and beginning to flower.  
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Agave continued 
Index Seminum. However, despite our efforts, 
in the end it did not produce any seeds. 

As the weather began to get cooler, we 
needed to replace the pane of glass we had 
removed from the roof of the Succulent 
House. On October 14, we cut down the stalk 
and took a picture of it. Kate Glossner, one of 
our work-study students, agreed to provide a 
sense of scale for the photograph of the 
flowering stalk.  

The plant holds a particularly vivid 
memory for me as I collected a small division 
from its mother plant in the pine and oak 
forests in the mountains above Oaxaca City, 
Oaxaca, Mexico. Along with my son Charles, 
my collecting partner Dr. Melvin Shemluck, 

(Continued from page 3) 
and our guide Concepcion Gomez, 
I was navigating our way up to 
high elevations in search of 
Chiranthodendron pentadactylon, 
the curious monkey hand flower 
tree (at right). It grows more in the 
cloud forest zone, and Concepcion 
knew right where to bring us. As a 
heavy thunderstorm rumbled 
down the mountain ridge toward 
us I scrambled up the 80 foot trees 
in search of seed pods. A branch 
snapped beneath my foot and I spun through the air 20 feet and landed hard. 
After I regained consciousness we limped back the 10 miles to town, empty-
handed but for a few agaves and salvias. That the tree species carries an Aztec 
curse against those who gather seed, and that it was the only tree I have fallen 

from in 35 years of plant collecting, gave me a good 
yarn to go along with myriad bruises.  

That night I dulled the pain with some fine mezcal, 
a strong spirit made with agave species such as Agave 
potatorum, rather than the species A. tequilana, used for 
making tequila. Both spirits use the stem and leaf base 
of agave species as the base material for fermentation 
and distillation. Once plants are mature enough, the 
spiny leaves are pruned off, the resulting short broad 
stem or “cabeza,” weighing up to 120 pounds, is 
harvested. This is then steamed, breaking down the 
starches into sugars, then macerated, fermented, and 
distilled. Tequila production is centered in the state of 
Jalisco and is a worldwide product. Mezcal is made 
from about ten different species of agave, depending 
upon the state and range of species, and is much more 
poorly known outside of Mexico. In Oaxaca, many 
small farmers collect plant material such as Agave 
potatorum from the wild and distill their own in 
primitive set-ups. The few common commercial brands 
of mezcal available in the United States are generally 
less interesting and complex than some of the small 
distillers’ runs, which can rival a fine single-malt 
Scotch whiskey in impact and complexity. Mezcal is 
finally catching on in the United States in connoisseur 
circles, and bottles can now be had online from such 
vendors as Del Maguey Limited Company 
(www.mezcal.com). 

One remarkable feature of flowering agaves is that 
so much of the stored carbohydrates within the stem and 
leaves get used up during the development of this 
flowering edifice, that the giant rosette of leaves withers 
and dies after the formation of seeds. As the plant had 
outgrown its space in the greenhouse, it is, in effect, 
self-regulating for us and we will start again from seed. 

First flowerings of our specimens are always nice 
but in the case of the butterfly agave it is a bit 
melancholic: a first and last flowering.  

Botanic Garden News 

Monkey hand flower from:  
Larréategui, José Dionisio, Description Botanique 
du Chiranthodendron, A Paris : De l'imprimerie 
impériale, an 13, 1805.  
www.sil.si.edu/DigitalCollections/NHRareBooks/
Larreategui/larreategui.htm  
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Kate Glossner class of 2010, holding the cut flower stalk in October 2009 

 

www.sil.si.edu/DigitalCollections/NHRareBooks/Larreategui/larreategui.htm
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As a Ph.D. student you quickly learn that 
you need to specialize. What triggered your 
specialization in plant ecology? 

 

Well, given my long-running interest in 
plant ecology and natural history, it was 
really the case that I was just waiting to 
specialize once I got through the 
introductory level biology courses in 
college! So, I think the interest was always 
there—I always knew that I wanted to work 
on plants—but the undergraduate and 
graduate-level training helped me to see 
what bigger picture questions or larger 
conceptual issues in ecology and evolution 
might be profitably addressed with plants or 
plant-related study systems. 

 
Some plant researchers are not plant 

geeks. If you like plants outside of your 
career what kinds do you like and do you 
own or plan to collect any particular plant 
groups? 

 

My family’s property in Whately has a 
fairly wide range of environmental 
conditions, from wetland to meadow to 
wooded areas, so I’ve been growing and 
propagating native plants in these different 
habitats for many years. In particular 
though, I am a big fan of woodland 
perennials, including species native to New 
England, but also species that are restricted 
in their natural distributions to the forests of 
the southern Appalachians Mountains or 
other parts of the Southeast. My gardening 
interests often complement or spill over 
into the questions I investigate in my 

(Continued on page 6) 

Michael: Most students interested in life sciences are unaware of the career 
opportunities with plants. What made you decide to concentrate your studies 
and career on the plant kingdom? 

 

Jesse: I have really always been interested in natural history—plants, 
animals, and exploring different types of habitats. My parents are both avid 
birders and gardeners, plus they live in an area that is surrounded by protected 
natural lands, making access to the outdoors as easy as walking out the back 
door! At some point my general interest in natural history shifted more strongly 
toward plants, probably through interactions with a friend of my family who 
was involved with the New England Wild Flower Society (NEWFS). One vivid 
memory I have is of coming to the Lyman Conservatory with a family friend. It 
was during the Bulb Show, but I think I was most interested in the orchids! In 
any case, I joined NEWFS while I was still in junior high school and started 
taking part in their intro botany classes and field trips around New England. By 
the time I reached college, I was already looking to focus my studies on plants 
and plant ecology. In reality, I think the recognition that my interest and 
fascination with plants could be a career came many years after I was already 
hooked! 

 
Tell us about your educational background prior to coming to Smith.  
 

A large part of my education actually took place locally—I was a biology 
major at UMass Amherst and then went on to do a master’s at Harvard 
University’s Harvard Forest in Petersham, in central Massachusetts. I’ve been 
out of the area for the last several years working on my Ph.D. at Cornell 
University in Ithaca, NY, but I am really excited to be back now and teaching at 
Smith College. 

 
Were you born and raised on the east coast? 
 

I’m actually from right here in western Massachusetts—I grew up in West 
Whately, about 10-15 minutes north of Smith. So, I’ve already spent many years 
exploring and “botanizing” in the Berkshires and Connecticut River Valley. I 
am really looking forward to incorporating this local perspective on plants and 
plant communities into my teaching and field trips associated with my classes. 

 
When you saw the position open up at Smith what was your reaction? 
 

I was really amazed. In fact, it seemed a bit too good to be true. Most of my 
graduate student colleagues from Cornell have scattered across the country 
depending on where teaching or research positions were available. I expected to 
do the same, even though my wife Sarah and I were really hoping to settle back 
in New England. I feel very fortunate to have found such an exceptional position 
at a great college in exactly the location that I would have hoped to be. 

Smith’s New Plant Ecologist: Jesse Bellemare 

 

In 2007, after 36 years as Smith’s plant ecologist, John Burk announced his 
retirement. John is an ardent supporter of the Botanic Garden and our unofficial 
historian. He also used our facilities more than any other professor. John authored 
our wonderful exhibit, The World in a Garden, which taught us much about the 
domestication and global trade in plants. The exhibit was also very personal for him, 
having been inspired by National Geographic articles that influenced him in youth. 

 

After searching long and far, sorting through dozens of applications and 
interviewing five talented finalists, Smith made an offer to Jesse Bellemare to 
become the new faculty member. We are excited to have a new supporter and 
someone who will act as a liaison between the Botanic Garden and the students in 
biological sciences. Before Jesse had enough seniority to say “No,” I decided I’d 
jump on the opportunity to interview him.  

Michael Marcotrigiano 

Jesse Bellamare  
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research, for example, I’ve grown 
umbrella leaf, Diphylleia cymosa, 
in my garden for a number of 
years, but have now launched a 
large-scale research project 
investigating why this species’ 
natural distribution is so limited 
in the Southeast. It only grows at 
high elevations in the southern 
Appalachians, but co-occurs there 
with many plant species that are 
much more widespread in the 
eastern United States. 

The other plants that I am 
really fond of are the disjunct 
congeners or relatives of eastern North 
American plants that occur in eastern Asia 
or Europe. I think these plants are pretty 
spectacular from a gardening perspective, 
but also embody a whole range of 
fascinating questions in ecology, 
biogeography, and evolution. Many of these 
disjunct species have been separated on 
opposite sides of the world for millions of 
years and yet still often retain extremely 
similar morphological appearances and 
ecological traits. This pattern raises some 
striking questions about evolution and the 
role that other organisms in an ecological 
community might play in constraining or 
limiting evolutionary change. 

 
In simple terms what kinds of research do 

you do? 
 

In general, I am interested in a range of 
questions that fall at the interface of 
ecology, biogeography, and evolution. For 
example, one topic that I’ve investigated 
concerns the factors that determine plant 
species’ geographic range edges. 
Traditionally, most ecologists have 
presumed that plant species’ ranges were in 
“equilibrium” with climate and the biotic 
environment; in other words, if you moved a 
species beyond its range edge it would fail 
due to some limiting factor in the 
environment, such as cold temperatures or 
attack by insects or pathogens. While this is 
undoubtedly accurate for many species, 
there is increasing evidence that some 
species may not disperse “fast” enough to 
attain this type of distributional equilibrium 
with the environment, given that the 
environment is always changing, as with 
long-term changes in climate. For example, 

(Continued from page 5) 
might there be “slow” or poorly dispersed plant species 
whose geographic ranges still reflect the impacts of colder 
climatic conditions and glaciations of the last Ice Age? 
Although earlier approaches to these types of questions 
have typically been theoretical or descriptive in nature, 
I’ve employed some simple experimental techniques to 
directly test the nature of plant species’ range edges in the 
eastern United States. For example, I’ve sown seeds of 
forest plant species at sites within and beyond their 
natural range edges to test whether we see declines in 
survival and growth outside their geographic range, as 
would be predicted by standard ecological theories of 
range edges. Surprisingly, for some species there is no 
evidence of a decline in performance and, in fact, the 
plants appear to be doing quite well outside their natural 

distribution. This suggests that there may be areas of suitable, but uncolonized 
habitat, for these species in the north. One plausible explanation for this pattern 
is that the species are still migrating into the region from the south but have yet 
to fully colonize all the potential habitat that is available. 

Overall, I think this type of research has fascinating implications for 
thinking about species’ responses to modern climate change. It raises the 
possibility that some species may be too slow to track rapid climate change on 
their own. Should we intervene and “assist” such vulnerable species in 
migrating north? Obviously this opens up a whole range of questions about 
appropriate conservation strategies, risk management, and ethical 
considerations, but I think that we need to start working on these types of 
questions now so that we have good empirical data in hand when we make 
these types of important decisions in the future. 

 
Suddenly the relevance of ecology is becoming known by everyone. 

Overpopulation, global warming, and the threat of extinction are all in the 
news. Of course, it is polar bears rather than orchids that we see on the news. 
Do you feel that you have a responsibility to be an authority who provides 
sound arguments for decisions made at a political level?  

 

I think ecologists have a very important role to play in helping policy 
makers make sound decisions regarding the environmental crisis and in helping 
the public to understand the scope and relevance of environmental issues. 
Interestingly, this role might be split between developing the best 
understanding and predictive capabilities that current ecological science 
permits, but also acknowledging that the complexity of many biological and 
ecological systems makes predicting their responses to novel conditions or new 
threats quite difficult. Ideally, this perspective might encourage both 
thoughtfulness and caution when confronting these environmental challenges. 

 
Finally, if you had to tell a student why they should study plants what would 

you say? 
 

Plants are fascinating organisms and there is still an incredible array of 
things waiting to be discovered about their ecological interactions and 
evolution. For students starting out in plant ecology, there are a whole range of 
opportunities for conducting new and exciting research—research that will 
have great relevance for our basic understanding of ecological systems as well 
as direct applications in solving the key environmental challenges confronting 
our society today. In my teaching and research at Smith, I will be sharing my 
enthusiasm for plants with students and hopefully encouraging or inspiring 
many of them to pursue their own interests in plant ecology or botany.  

Diphylleia cymosa 

Illustration from USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database / Britton, N.L., 
and A. Brown. 1913. An illustrated flora of the northern United 
States, Canada and the British Possessions. Vol. 2: 129  Jesse Bellemare 
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Janet S. Bissell 
“T here’s one!” A cry goes up and we rush over to marvel at a 

diminutive, hot pink pleione orchid, Pleione yunnanensis. We snap pictures 
before scouting for other botanical treasures. The early spring hillsides are 
covered with rhododendrons in red, pink, white, yellow, and purple, many 
with long streamers of lichen, Usnea longissima, which swirl in a misty 
breeze. This is Laojun Mountain, one of fifteen conservation zones in the 
Three Parallel Rivers Protected Area in Yunnan Province, China. 

It is easy to see why the New England Wild Flower Society (NEWFS) 
picked this province for their April 2008 tour. Yunnan is one of the most 
biodiverse regions of the world. Located in the most southwestern region of 
China, Yunnan is bordered by Myanmar, Tibet, Laos, and Vietnam. Massive 
forces that slammed the Indian subcontinent into Asia millions of years ago 
formed not only the Himalayas but also the Hengduan Mountains extending 
from northern Yunnan into the south of the province.  

Towering, snow-covered mountain ranges and deep river gorges watered 
by monsoons from the Indian and Pacific oceans create geographical 
diversity that is home to a staggering number of plant species. The province 
has 15,000 species of higher plants. The northern mountains are home to 200 
species of Rhododendron, 100 species of Primula, 110 species of Gentiana, 
90 species of Corydalis, and the list goes on. The southern tropics of Yunnan 
boast 1500 flowering plants and over 500 indigenous plants important in 
Chinese medicine. Many of these plants as well as their habitats are 
endangered and Yunnan is home to numerous endangered animals as well. 
The Yunnan golden monkey, red panda, snow leopard, Asian elephant, and 
black neck crane are just a few examples.  

Yunnan is known for its ethnic and cultural diversity. Of the 54 registered 
minorities in China, 24 reside in Yunnan. The most well known of these 
ethnic groups are the Yi, Bai, Naxi, Tibetan, and Dai peoples, all with their 
own language, music, dress, customs, and in some cases religion and writing. 
All of this biological, geological, and ethnic diversity is contained in an area 
the size of Montana.  

The Three Parallel Rivers Protected Area is named for the Yangtze, 
Mekong, and Salween rivers, which run parallel from north to south in an 

area about the size of West Virginia. Set aside 
by the Chinese government starting in the 
1980s, the area is a UNESCO World Heritage 
site. With the help of several nongovernmental 
organizations, most notably the Nature 
Conservancy, there are ongoing efforts to 
protect this biodiversity epicenter while 
helping the local people maintain their cultures 
and livelihoods. 

After the cloud forests at Laojun Mountain 
we visited the alpine slopes around Jade 
Dragon Snow Mountain. At over 18,000 feet, 
this mountain range dominates the landscape. 
We walked in the high yak meadows near Jade 
Dragon. A cable car took us through forests of 
spruce, pine, and hemlock up meadows where 
we discovered tiny gentians, edelweiss not yet 
in bloom, and purple primulas poking through 
a late spring snow. The rhododendrons here 
were of a type with small leaves and flowers 
that hugged the ground.  

Further north near the Tibetan town of 
Zhongdian (renamed Shangri-La by the 
Chinese government) we spent an afternoon in 
a wet meadow at Napi Hai Lake. Here our 
plant list included Iris ruthenica var. nana, 
Daphne aurantiaca, Stellara, Euphorbia 
yunnanensis, and more gentians. The treat of 
the afternoon was seeing thirteen black neck 
cranes that had not yet left for their breeding 
grounds in Tibet. 

Our last stop in this region of Yunnan was 
Pudacuo National Park, China’s first national 

(Continued on page 8) 
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The rugged and beautiful Yunnan landscape 

Rhododendron yunnanensis 
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Exploring Yunnan, China 
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park. At elevations of 12,000 feet, the alpine 
meadows here literally and figuratively took 
our breath away. Raised boardwalks were in 
place to help us see the plants without 
trampling them as we moved along the 
shoreline of Bita Hai Lake and through old-
growth forests, where a few huge Linzhi 
spruce, Picea likiangensis var. linzhiensis, 
still remain. The forest floor was covered 
with mats of small blue primulas, and 
rhododendrons again dotted the hillsides. 
Words cannot describe the beauty and 
tranquility of the area. 

This area of the world was the epicenter 
for plant exploration and collecting since the 
late nineteenth century. Father Jean Marie 
Delavay, George Forrest, Joseph Rock, and 
Frank Kingdon Ward are just a few of the 
intrepid explorers who collected in Yunnan. 
Their discoveries still grace our gardens and 
include the dove tree (Davidia involucrata), 
the blue poppy (Meconopsis sp.), Ginkgo, 
Pieris, Buddleia, Primula, and dozens of 
rhododendrons. 

After spending ten days in the Three 
Parallel Rivers Area we flew south to 
Xishuangbanna County. Although going 
from what felt like the roof of the world to 
monsoon weather in the tropical rainforest 
was a bit jarring, none of us seemed to have 
trouble acclimating to a tropical paradise. We 
visited China’s premiere botanical garden, 
the 2800-acre Xishuangbanna Tropical 
Botanic Garden (XTBG), situated on a 
peninsula in the Luosuo River, a tributary of 

(Continued from page 7) 

the Mekong. The largest part of the garden, the eastern area, is dedicated to 
fieldwork and research and is not open to the public. The western part of the 
garden houses research facilities, offices, labs, and visitor services. The display 
gardens here comprise plant collections that include gardens for palms, 
bamboo, shade plants, and orchids, an ethnobotanical and cultural garden, 
arboretum, and rare and endangered plants. Founded in 1959 by Professor Cai 
Xitao, XTBG emphasizes plant conservation, ethnobotany, agroforestry, and 
economic plant development. The garden includes a wide range of natural 
vegetation types such as rainforest, tropical monsoon forest, and south 
subtropical evergreen broad-leafed forest. More than 3000 plant species are 
cultivated. 

We spent three nights in a guest hotel situated in the heart of the XTBG 
display gardens. This made it possible for us to bird-watch or just enjoy the 
gardens in the early morning hours before the general public was admitted. 
One morning was spent on a tour led by one of the garden’s guides. All of the 
guides were young Dai women who wore their native dress of colorful sarongs 
and used parasols to keep off the sun or rain. Even though our guide spoke 
very little English we communicated in the time-honored way of smiles and 
pantomime. When in-depth explanation was needed our NEWFS guide Ted 
Elliman was able to translate.  

For me, as a volunteer guide for Smith’s Botanic Garden, it was wonderful 
to see the plants that we talk about in the “Jungle Room” here at Smith. We try 
hard to convey to visitors the grandeur and importance of rainforest habitats. 
At the XTBG I did not have to “imagine” strangler figs, aerial roots, and the 
huge buttresses produced by emergent trees. All of the trees could grow to 
their expected heights and were often festooned with orchids, ferns, and other 
epiphytes. Interspersed among the various gardens were open-air pavilions that 
act as classrooms and places for reflection. The abundance of plant life was at 
times overwhelming. Our visit in tropical Yunnan was all too short and after 
three days we were on our way back to New England. 

I came away from this trip with much more of an appreciation for the 
abundance and diversity of plant life. I am also struck by the important role 
botanic gardens play in conservation, research, and education.  

China continued 

Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden 

Cycas panzhihuaensis, displaying a large cone 

Janet S.Bissell lives in Northampton with her husband Bob. Aside from volunteering 
at the Botanic Garden, she is a Plant Conservation Volunteer with the New England 
Wild Flower Society and a long-time volunteer for Mass Audubon at Arcadia. 
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W e were so pleased that Professor Susan 
Etheredge used the Botanic Garden’s Curricular 
Enhancement Program to redesign her class, EDC 231 
Foundations and Issues of Early Childhood Education. 

In this course Smith students explored how young 
children think and learn. They also examined the 
teaching/learning relationship in the early childhood 
classroom. Using the Lyman Conservatory as a 
laboratory for a semester-long investigation of leaves 
and bulbs, students pursued an understanding of inquiry-
based teaching and learning contexts for young children. They engaged with the Campus School 
kindergartners in this inquiry-based leaf study. Together they looked closely at leaves with hand 
lenses and microscopes, described them using scientific language, sketched them, traced them, painted 
them, made rubbings of them, photographed them, and generated metaphoric language to describe 
what they saw. They also read poetry and books about leaves and kept journals and field notebooks.  

Additionally, 
inspired by their close 
observation of the 
Spring Bulb Show, the 
kindergartners created 
some extraordinary 
watercolors. You can 
see the entire exhibition 
in full color online at  
www.smith.edu/ 
garden/exhibits/edc231. 
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New Online Exhibitions 

S tudents in the studio class ARS 285, Introduction to 
Architecture: Language and Craft, taught by Jim Middlebrook, 
were asked to reinterpret the spatial language of a flower. Each 
student started by choosing one flower from the Botanic 

Garden during the first week of 
March. She photographed the flower 
and analyzed its spatial character in 
terms of certain organizational 
principles. The student then built a 
model to abstractly re-present the 
flower according to this visual 
“language.” Finally, these forms were 
integrated by the student into the 
design of a pavilion that would be 
used to display flowers next to 
Paradise Pond. 

The projects were on display in the 
Church Exhibition Gallery from June 
15 to October 11, 2009, but you can 
still see them online at www.smith.edu/garden/exhibits/architecture.  

Botanical Architecture 

Frittilaria 
meleagris  

by  
Sylvia Yu ’10 

Narcissus  
by Yvette Elfawal ’10 

Kindergarten Leaf Study and Bulb Show Paintings 

 

Madelaine Zadik 
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www.smith.edu/ garden/exhibits/edc231
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A s a Landscape Studies minor, I’m 
interested in creative and ecologically sound 
solutions to controversial landscape issues. 
So when I discovered Terra Vita Grazing 
and Consulting, an alternative weed 
management company based in Wyoming, I 
inquired about a summer internship with the 
owners, Brandon and Brandy Dalton. They 
were receptive to the idea, but funding was 
an issue. I applied for funding with Smith’s 
Praxis program, and one month later headed 
to Two Dot, Montana, where I began my job 
helping herd more than 900 doe and kid 
goats on a 20,000-acre ranch. 

It’s hard to convince people that weeds 
aren’t necessarily bad. They are a natural 
part of biodiversity, after all, and completely 
eradicating them would be harmful. 
However, when invasive species compete 
with native species the landscape can be 
drastically altered, changing habitat and 
upsetting delicate ecosystems. In many parts 
of Wyoming and Montana, the constant 
drought and subsequent brittle conditions 
provide the exact environment that gives the 

Goats Controlling Invasives 

hardier invasive plants—such as many weeds—an advantage. 
Fortunately, goats are perfect for managing weeds in these conditions. 

Plants such as death camas, Zigadenus nuttallii, which is fatal to domestic 
stock, and invasive species such as leafy spurge, Euphorbia esula, are no 
match for goats. Goats are able to tolerate toxic alkaloids and digest weed 
seeds so completely that the seeds are no longer able to germinate, halting 
weed spread. Goats also strip the bark of invasive shrubs and devour leaves, 
plant stalks, and flower heads, severely stressing undesirable plants. 

There are several ways to maximize weed grazing. Loose grazing is best 
for large areas with low to moderate weed infestation. A working dog is 
essential for this method. From experience I learned it is impossible to direct 
a scattered herd of goats on foot without a dog’s help. After a day of loose 
grazing the herd is penned in a temporary electric fence for the night. 

In addition to keeping the goats safe from predators, penning is also a 
grazing tool. Areas of dense weed infestation need more impact than loose 

grazing can provide. Concentrating the goats in a small 
area ensures that manure and organic material (such as 
trampled grass and weeds) get thoroughly worked into the 
soil. Over time, this changes the composition of the soil 
itself, allowing native species to compete with invasive 
weeds. 

Every aspect of this job, from having to bottle-feed 
“bums” (orphaned kids) to troubleshooting job sites, has 
helped me appreciate the process that healthy, balanced 
land requires. Through the course of my job, I’ve changed 
my emphasis from focusing on weeds to focusing on soil. 
It’s most satisfying to see the weeds disappear, but 
building healthy soil is the critical contribution to 
renewing native biodiversity. 

Herding goats taught me that healthy, weed-free land 
is possible. And it all starts from the ground up.  

Laura Jean Schneider ’10 

A goat herd under Schneider’s charge selects knapweed  
over grass on a Montana hillside. 

Laura Jean, an English major and Landscape 
Studies minor, is in her senior year at Smith and 
her second year of work study at the Botanic 
Garden. She was inspired to pursue her unusual 
Praxis idea by several influences, including, but 
not limited to, her horticulture class (taught in 
the Lyman Plant House), her love of the 
outdoors, and her belief that the word 
“internship” doesn’t have to mean Dow Jones 
and/or business casual. 

This article first appeared online in the GrecourtGate News: 
www.smith.edu/news 

Goats building soil 

www.smith.edu/news
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A s a final project in our 
horticulture class, my classmates and 
I were each given a topic related to 
what we had studied. I was assigned 
Marianne North, a botanical 
illustrator, about whom I had no 
previous knowledge. By the end of 
the project, I had developed a deep 
appreciation for the work she did and 
for the work of botanical illustration 
and botany in general. Studying this 
woman and her life was an 
inspiration as to what women can 
accomplish despite all obstacles. 

Marianne North (1830–1890) was 
an oddity in the upper-class Victorian 
English society she was born into. 
Few women of her time were 
educated and even fewer were able to 
work professionally. Had she been 
content with a traditional life, Marianne North would have found herself 
educated in the so-called feminine arts: music, art, and sufficient botany to tend 
a garden but only enough to enjoy as a hobby. She would have married early 
and dedicated herself to tending her husband’s affairs. Fate and family, 
however, provided her an opportunity to expand beyond these assumptions. 
Marianne North never married, and never felt the desire to do so. Instead, the 
confirmed bachelorette committed herself to caring for her aging father who 
was in failing health after the death of her mother. Her relationship with her 
father not only provided Marianne North a socially acceptable reason to remain 
single, it also allowed her to enter a professional world, using her father’s 
contacts to train herself as a painter and to plan trips to far-off countries, both 
invaluable opportunities throughout her life. 

It is no surprise then that upon the death of her father, ten years after they 
entered into their arrangement, Marianne North would not consent to finding a 
husband and accepting that traditional path she had spurned all her life. Having 
found both drawing and botany to be her favorite pastimes, she decided to find 
a way to make these hobbies into a profitable career, and set off to America. 

For the next twenty years, Marianne North traveled by boat, carriage and 
foot through the cities, towns and remote villages of fifteen countries, returning 
to England only to host gallery shows to supply herself with money for her next 
trip. She arrived in countries with no knowledge of what she would face, and 
no knowledge of the language, relying solely on the contacts her father’s name 
allowed her to call upon. Despite the language, culture, and gender hurdles, she 
not only survived but flourished in each country. At the end of her life she 
could call the rulers of all these countries good acquaintances, even receiving 
the King of Brazil in her apartment on his trip to England. On her trip to visit 
family in England, she met a man on the road who eventually introduced her to 
President Ulysses S. Grant. In Java, she met a man at a party being thrown by 
some local dignitaries and spent the evening talking with him, “only taking in 
slowly that my man was his Excellency.” 

Almost more remarkable were the conditions in which Marianne North 
found herself on her travels. A woman from a society defined by repression and 
restraint, she was often surrounded by unknown men in situations that would 
certainly be deemed uncivilized by polite society. She was responsible for her 
own means of travel, walking days at a time, often through mud and difficult 

Marianne North  

 

Kari Strickland ’09 

roads, as well as securing her lodging. She 
recalled sleeping in abandoned buildings on the 
floor, or sharing a room with pigs and madmen 
when there was nothing else to be found. 
Additionally, she suffered in other ways, 
succumbing regularly to pneumonia, 
rheumatism, and even temporary blindness. 
Through it all, however, she had nothing but a 
positive attitude and often remembered her 
hardships as the most rewarding part of her 
travels. She described having to wade through 
a river as her guide cut leeches off her with a 
sword as “exciting,” and mentioned one prize 
memory of her travels being aboard a boat 
heading to Australia while sharing quarters 
with a mischievous monkey.  

Marianne North’s life is important not only 
for what it teaches us about the possibilities for 
women in Victorian England and the workings 
of the British empire, but also for what she 
offered to botanists then and today. Marianne 
North bucked conventions in the day’s 
botanical drawings. Not only did she insist on 
painting in oils rather than watercolor, which 

(Continued on page 12) 

Kari Strickland, Smith class of 2009, majored in 
Latin American History and minored in Spanish. 
She took the horticulture class in the spring of 
2009. A love of horticulture runs in her family: 
her grandmother is a Master Gardener, and her 
mother is an enthusiastic amateur. 

Marianne North at her easel.  
Courtesy of the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew 
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Foliage and flowers of red cotton tree, Bombax 
malabaricum, and two common paradise flycatchers 
Terpsiphone paradisi, Ceylon. By including birds in 
this painting, Marianne North gave clues to botanists 
back home about possible seed dispersal. 
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c ompelling color photographs taken 
by Paul W. Meyer tell vivid stories about 
the importance of plants in the lives of 
Asian peoples. The exhibition of his work 
runs through December 15, 2009, in the 
Church Exhibition Gallery. 

China is home to the richest flora in the 
temperate world, and its people have a rich 
tradition of cultivating the land and making 

North continued 

 

and giving clues to the environment in which the plant was growing. This allowed 
botanists to study flowers across the globe and infer certain things about them, 
such as how their seeds might be distributed and what sort of soil they were 
accustomed to. She brought the world back to England in a time when 
transportation of the actual plants was still a relatively new idea, and she did it in 
a way that effectively brought the researchers to the plants. Because of her 
attitude of adventure and her excitement at taking trips off the beaten track, she 
also came into contact with rare and even species unknown to scientists at the 
time. In her travels she found four new species that are now named after her—
Areca northiana, Crinum northianum, Kniphofia northiae, Nepenthes northiana—
and British botanist Joseph Hooker named the genus Northia, for her.  

Despite her extraordinary story, Marianne North’s work was largely neglected 
in the public sphere until recently when renewed interest was given to her notes 
and paintings of flowers that are now extinct. Her gallery at Kew Gardens, which 
she created and funded at the end of her life and which holds all of her work, had 
been in serious decline until a major renovation a few years ago. It is purposely 
difficult to find, as was Marianne North’s wish, so that only those truly dedicated 
to plants would reach far enough into the gardens to find her. However, once 
found, her work provides a welcome sanctuary. Whether studied in person at 
Kew, through her biography, or through a study of her paintings, the work of 
Marianne North is sure to enrich and inspire anyone interested in the natural 
world.  

A talipot or taliput palm, Corypha umbraculifera, 
near the Royal Botanic Gardens, Peradeniya, 
Ceylon. This species flowers just once, producing a 
massive inflorescence, and after fruiting, dies. 
North bucked painting traditions of the time by 
placing subjects in a realistic atmosphere, showing 
neighboring plants, architecture and people.  
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fine gardens. The photographs, 
taken between 1979 and 1999, 
offer a glimpse into Asian 
culture and gardens as well as 
the people’s close connection 
with plants. Meyer has long 
been fascinated with the 
relationships between people 
and plants, noting that, 
although humans are 
completely dependent on plants 
for survival, in America today 
we are more and more removed 
from plants in our daily lives. 

Paul Meyer, the F. Otto Haas Director of the Morris Arboretum of the University 
of Pennsylvania, in Philadelphia, gave a lecture entitled Garden Notes from China, 
as part of the Fall Chrysanthemum Show events. He visited China nine times since 
its re-opening in the late 1970s. He has led tours to the grand imperial gardens of 
Beijing and to the intimate scholars gardens of Suchou, and participated in 
collaborative plant exploration trips to remote parts of northern China.  Master of the Nets Garden, Souchou, China, 1986 

Bamboo Basket Weaver, Guizhou, China, 1999 

Exhibition: A Plantsman in Asia 
Madelaine Zadik 

offered more vivid, emotional portrayals of 
her subjects, but she also insisted on 
including more than just the flower in her 
drawing, bringing in local flora and fauna 

(Continued from page 11) 
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News in Brief 

 

O ur permanent display Woods of the World continues to impress 
visitors from far and wide. For those who have seen the beautiful 
installation and wished you could take a piece home, you will soon have 
just such an opportunity. We will be holding a silent auction to sell the 
remnant pieces of 150 of the 178 woods in the collection. The auction 
will be held at the Church Exhibition Gallery in the Lyman Plant House 
on Friday February 12, 2010 (snow date February 19, same time, same 
place). Viewing will begin at 6:00 pm and biding will start at 7:00 pm, 
ending at 8:00 pm (sorry, but we can accept only cash or checks).  

Sizes of the remnants vary. In general they were either ripped along 
the length of a board, in the range of 12–24" long by ½–2" wide, or 
they were end pieces, ranging from 1 to 6" long and 3 to 12" wide. The 
thickness of the boards ranges from ½ to 2". All pieces are best suited 
either for small woodworking projects or for a collection. A full list of 
the species with exact sizes of the pieces for sale will be posted on our 
website (www.smith.edu/garden) as we get closer to the auction. This is a 
one-time event, so be sure to put the date on your calendar. Spread the 
word to your woodworking friends!  

Wood Remnants Silent Auction  

O ctober 6, 2009 was a classically lovely New England fall day. At 11:30 
am that Tuesday morning, a group assembled at Capen Garden to dedicate a 
memorial bench for Kathy O’Bryan Canaday ’57 (bench contributors are listed 
on page 16). It was also Kathy’s birthday. The gatherers included classmates 
and family, and Madelaine Zadik from the Botanic Garden. Many of us 
remember how in 2007 Kathy gave our group of Botanic Garden Friends, 
volunteers, and staff a superb tour around the New York Botanical Garden, 
where Kathy served as a docent. The ceremony at Capen included 
remembrances of Kathy, a recitation of lines from the Wordsworth poem that 
Kathy loved, “When all at once I saw a crowd / A host, of golden daffodils,”  
a ribbon cutting by the grandchildren, and everyone singing “Happy Birthday.” 
Ed Canaday subsequently wrote, “My mother was beaming that sunny day and 
she still is.” Next spring daffodils will bloom around the bench.  Blooming Sassafras by Madelyn Sundberg ’11 

Dedication of Bench for  
Kathy O’Bryan Canaday ’57  

F or over 100 years the 
Botanic Garden has been 
exchanging plant material with 
other botanical institutions 
from around the world. In fact, 

we can trace many prize plants 
in our collection to this program. 

Our annual list of available seed 
(Index Seminum) is sent to over 300 

botanical gardens and arboreta. The list 
is in the form of a booklet that features 
original artwork on the cover.  

In the past we have used a variety of  
artwork for the cover. This year we ran a 
contest for students to submit artwork. Since 
we wanted to feature a plant that grows 
locally or is in our collection, we provided 
students with a list of plants to be used as 
subjects. Thus students could chose from 
among 50 different plants to portray. 

We were very impressed by the 
submissions and selected two winners, one 
that we will use in 2010 and one in 2011. For 
2010 we will be using an ink drawing of a 
pitcher plant, Sarracenia purpurea, by 
Maisie Sibbison-Alves, class of 2009, and in 
2011 we will use a graphite pencil drawing 
of a sassafras flower, Sassafras albidum, by 
Madelyn Sundberg, class of 2011.  

Art 
Contest 

Drawing by  
Maisie Sibbison-Alves ’09 
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Botanical and Musical Connections 
N ovember 4, 2009, marked 

the 100 year anniversary of 
composer and pianist Sergei 
Rachmaninoff’s United States debut 
performance at Smith College. The 
College put together a centennial 
celebration to honor the event. 
Connections to the Botanic Garden 
are twofold. The 1909 report of the 
concert in the Daily Hampshire 
Gazette (see the reprint at right) just 
happened to be placed next to a 
notice of the Chrysanthemum Show 
at the Botanic Garden. Also, Sophie 
Satin, Rachmaninoff’s cousin and 
sister-in-law, came to Smith in 1942 
as a research associate with 
geneticist Albert Blakeslee and also 
served as associate professor of 
botany from 1945 to 1955. (Alumnae 
reminiscences of Satin, Blakeslee, 
and the Smith College Genetics 
Experiment Station appeared in the 
Fall 2003 and Spring 2004 issues of 
Botanic Garden News, available 
online at smith.edu/garden).  

The Botanic Garden participated 
in this centennial celebration, 
hosting a reception after a concert 
on November 7, 2009, by pianist 
Vladimir Tropp, Gnessin Russian 
Academy of Music and Moscow 
Conservatory, and presenting a 
small exhibition about Sophie Satin 
and the Genetics Experiment 
Station.  

Sophie Satin 

www.smith.edu/garden/Newsletter/newsfall03.pdf
www.smith.edu/garden/Newsletter/newssp04.pdf
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Madelaine Zadik 

 

Olmsted plan for the campus, 1893 

Collections Assessment Program Report 
F ollowing the renovation and restoration of the Lyman Conservatory 

complex in 2002, the next step for the Botanic Garden was to turn a critical 
eye toward the campus arboretum and gardens. Our goal is to bring them to 
the level of the Conservatory with regard to conservation, planning, 
maintenance, and image. We obtained a Conservation Assessment Program 
grant this year from the Institute of Museum and Library Services, which 
enabled us to carry out an evaluation of our collections, including an 
examination of the policies and procedures relating to collections care, with 
a focus on the outdoor collections. We also wanted to determine the steps 
we might take to ensure the preservation of the remaining features of the 
Olmsted landscape in accordance with the 1996 Landscape Master Plan. At 
the same time it is crucial for us to take into account the value of our woody 
plant collection and to assess whether current practices will preserve our old 
trees.  

The grant paid for two experts to serve as peer reviewers and conduct an 
assessment of our operations. On July 14 and 15 of this year, landscape 
architect Thomas J. Elmore, ASLA, with a specialty in historic preservation, 
and arborist A. William Graham, with experience working at a public 
arboretum and managing trees in mature landscapes, visited the Botanic 
Garden. As part of the process, we conducted a self-evaluation in advance of 
their visit. We compiled a thorough picture of our operations for them to 
review. During their visit the assessors spent time looking at the campus 
arboretum collections and meeting with our staff to learn all about the 
various aspects of the Botanic Garden. They each produced a report that 
gave an overall evaluation of our collections and operations and then 
highlighted particular issues they uncovered, each making specific 
recommendations. The full reports were shared with the College 
administration.  

Both assessors were clearly impressed with our campus landscape and 
collections and our educational efforts. William Graham observed, “The 
Botanic Garden of Smith College in Northampton, Massachusetts, is an 
outstanding resource that is worthy of its international reputation while it 
serves functions of display, education, research, and conservation.” He also 
expressed concern that, “The Botanic Garden’s collections, landscapes, and 
programs be preserved and encouraged as a high College priority.” Thomas 
Elmore noted that we are a highly regarded historic landscape, but also 

expressed concern that “large trees on campus 
are disappearing. … If this trend continues the 
historic and intimate character of the campus 
will be completely lost.”  

Specific suggestions the assessors made 
include a review and updating of the 1996 
Landscape Master Plan, with particular 
attention to maintaining the Olmsted vision, 
especially with all the changes taking place on 
campus, e.g., the addition of new buildings and 
the many renovation projects. They also 
suggested improved coordination and 
communications with Facility Management and 
outside contractors working on campus, in 
order to protect existing trees and planting sites 
from construction impacts. Another 
recommendation was to commission a historic 
landscape study to document the history, 
changes, and current conditions of the 
landscape and make recommendations for its 
preservation, restoration, and/or rehabilitation. 
Additionally they proposed the development of 
a conservation plan for the maintenance of our 
collections and developing criteria for judging 
the importance of particular trees to the 
collection and landscape. Specific trees being 
designated as signature trees, specimen trees, 
general trees, or cull trees, would allow us to 
prioritize care and protection based on a set of 
established guidelines. 

While some of the assessors’ suggestions 
require additional staffing and budget 
allocations that are just not possible with 
today’s economy, their reports have provided 
us with an enlightening outside perspective on 
the work that we do on a daily basis and gives 
us a starting point for making improvements.  
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Memorial Gifts  
continued 

Memorial Gifts  
continued 

In memory of  
Judith Scheirich Neely ’59 

 Joan P. Curhan 
In memory of Peter Oberlander 
 Martin & Nina Antonetti 
In memory of Gordon Reid, Dorothy 

Miller Lewis, Gertrude & Edward 
Charon 

 Bootie Charon 
In memory of Marshall Schalk 
 Diantha C. Robinson 
In memory of Dr. Jacob K. Shaw 
 Richard A. Parks 
In memory of  

Susan Mitchell Spence ’67 
 Judith L. Rameior 
In memory of Elizabeth Spetnagel ’28 
 Pamelia P. Tisza 
In memory of  

Kate Greene Stephenson ’33 
 Jane Stephenson 
In memory of Kate Greene Stephenson 

’33 & Virginia Maddock O'Brien ’38 
 Jane & John Stephenson 
In memory of Karen Swymer ’92 
 Sarah Wright Meyers 
In memory of Paul & Virginia Tegel 
 Betty Tegel 
In memory of  

Caroline Blanton Thayer ’29 
 Helen Thayer Chapell 
In memory of Mackie Thompson 
 David Thompson 
In memory of  

Shavaun Robinson Towers ’47 
 Anne Davenport 
 Nancy L. Hume 
In memory of  

Mary Mattison van Schaik 
 Jacoba van Schaik 
In memory of Marie Ward 
 Linda Ward Beech 
In memory of Beth Warren 
 Marion S. Marcucelli 
In memory of  

Raye Ann Simon Weenick ’59 
 Myra Gold Wrubel 
In memory of  

Constance P. Wiesman ’67 
 Alison Rosenberg 

 

Memorial Gifts 

The Botanic Garden of Smith College is grateful to our supporters who help make our work possible. We 
wish to express our sincerest thanks to the following contributors who have given so generously in the last 
fiscal year, from July 1, 2008, through June 30, 2009.  

Donors 

In honor of Ada Comstock Scholars 
Class of 2004 

 Jacqueline Cahillane 
In honor of Maryjane Beach 
 Cathy A. Longinotti 
In honor of Dr. D. S. Birney 
 Dr. Carol B. de Wet 
In honor of Caren Byrd Borland 

’68, Mary M. McLean’68 & 
Dorothy Starin Hertz ’41 

 Nancy Hertz Ellis 
In honor of  

Marion Post Hidden ’19 
 Mary L. Hidden 
In honor of  

Professor B. Elizabeth Horner 
 Mrs. Arthur B. Du Bois 
In honor of  

Dr. Mary Helen Laprade 
 Elizabeth Salzer 
In honor of Mrs. John T. Middaugh 
 John P. Middaugh 
In honor of Dick Munson 
 Judy Lynn Shindel 
In honor of  

Miriam Camp Niederman ’48 &  
Dr. James Niederman 

 Nancy Veale Ahern 
In honor of Cornelia Oberlander 
 Sandra Bernstein Clarren 
In honor of Dr. Cornelia Pearsall 
 M.J. Dinneen 
In honor of Debra Romero Thal ’77 
 Karen Boehnke 
In honor of  

Elizabeth von Klemperer 
 Katherine H. Udall 
In honor of Ann Shapiro Zartler ’66 
 Dr. Irwin & Sue Klau 

 

Honorial Gifts  

Marcia Early Brocklebank 
Joan P. Curhan 
Donna K. Donaghy 
Claire Peppiatt 
Muriel K. Pokross 

 

Marcia Schofield ’65 
Conservatory 
Maintenance Fund 
Marcia Schofield 

 

In memory of Anne H. Addington & 
Emily (Mimi) Norcross Fisher 

 Eleanor Price Lloyd 
In memory of Georgianna Jackson 

Allen 1907 
 Kate Bunker-Neto 
In memory of Barbara Balfour ’64 
 Dale Claire Gibb 
In memory of S. Paige Baty ’83 
 Julie Glasgow 
In memory of Carol Brown ’11 
 Sheafe Satterthwaite 
In memory of  

Eleanor Tressler Brown ’47 
 Maria V. Morray 
In memory of Jean M. Burrill ’22 
 Lois E. Burrill 
In memory of William I.P. Campbell 
 Edith A. Sisson 
 Jane Ross Moore 
In memory of  

Mr. & Mrs. William I.P. Campbell 
 Jennifer C. Bourgeois 
In memory of  

Katherine O’Bryan Canaday ’57 
 Suzanne Allen 
 Sally K. Butcher 
 William S. Callanan 
 Valerie Castleman 
 Denise C. Clayton 
 Anne S. Damon 
 Cynthia Walz Doggett 
 Christina J. Eldridge 
 Betty Ewing 
 H. Gay Flood 
 Pamela Gemery 
 Phyllis B. Gibson 
 Valerie V. Groeneveld 
 Peter W. Hartmann 
 Elizabeth P. Hoban 
 Amanda F. Hobart 
 Josephine L. Iselin 
 Florence M. Kelly 
 Elizabeth H. Kinney 
 Esther Laventhol 
 Penelope Leather 
 Marilyn J. Martin 
 Catharine E. Maxey 
 Mary Patterson McPherson 
 Sybil Nadel 
 Anne Bell Robb 
 Harriet Hawes Savage 
 Jerrie M. Smith 
 Kathryn M. Spier 
 Alison L. Steadman 
 Ellen B. Strickler 
 Donna Vidal Svirsky 
 Deedee S. Taylor 
 Brooke Trent 
In memory of Helene Cantarella 
 Margaret Adams Groesbeck &  

Arthur Apostolou 
In memory of Lucia S. Cate 1913 
 Addison S. Cate 
In memory of  

Frances Groves Chambers ’26 
 Diana Saltarelli 

In memory of Ruth Pierson Churchill ’19 
 Martha Subber 
In memory of Dorothy Conroy ’48 
 Deedie Steele 
In memory of Lyn Judge Corbett 
 Barbara E. Judge 
In memory of Mary Judge Corbett ’74 
 Barbara Townsend 
In memory of  

Edith Donahoe Dinneen ’27 
 Edith N. Dinneen 
In memory of Sarah Westcott Drew & 

Sophia Burnham Westcott 
 Sarah Drew Reeves 
In memory of Marjorie Wellman 

Freeman 1916 & Fentress Kerlin Park 
 E. Hope Freeman Hudner 
In memory of Ora Gillies Gerhart 
 Caroline Riggs 
In memory of Martha Gray 
 Florence Bryan Fowlkes 
In memory of Carolyn Boyd Hatcher ’58 
 Renee H. Lincoln 
In memory of Roselle M. Hoffmaster ’98 
 Annette Zaytoun & Rick Reynolds 
 Laura L. Zaytoun  
In memory of Louise Keller Horton 1896 
 Rosamond Horton Lownes 
In memory of Rosamond Starin Hyman 

1912 & Lois Van Hoesen 1968 
 Nancy Hertz Ellis 
In memory of Helen Wild Jennings ’34 
 Peter Jennings 
 Stephen O. Jennings 
In memory of  

Ruth Doehler Kieswetter ’42 
 D. Tyler Kieswetter, Jr. 
In memory of Charlotte Gray Kilpatrick 
 Elise W. Olson 
In memory of Nan & Allen L. King 
 Maribeth Klobuchar 
In memory of Dorothy Hammond Lilly & 

Eunice Florence Lilly 
 Elvin M. Fowell 
In memory of Ronald R. Macdonald 
 Barbara Packer 
In memory of Cynthia Martin ’84 
 Linda M. Jaegers 
In memory of  

Cary MacRae McDaniel ’69 
 Ann Coulter Wiss 
 Catherine J. Wiss 
 Rosalyn S. Zakheim 
In memory of  

Alice Houton McWhinney ’16 
 Madeline M. McWhinney Dale 
In memory of Catherine Milwid ’69 
 Harwood Family Fund 
In memory of  

Constance Morrow Morgan ’35 
 Elisabeth Pendleton 
In memory of Ellen Morrison 
 Irene C. Baird 
In memory of Ruth Mortimer ’53 
 John Lancaster & Daria D'Arienzo 
In memory of Benjamin De Mott 
 Margaret De Mott 

Cary MacRae McDaniel ’69 
Internship Fund 

Ann Coulter Wiss 
Catherine J. Wiss 

 

Muriel Kohn Pokross ’34 
Fellowship in Botanical 
& Horticultural Studies 
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Contributors  
continued 

Champions 

Deanna Bates 
Joan P. Curhan 
William B. Hurd, Jr. 
Alison Corning Jones 
Muriel K. Pokross 
Marcia Schofield 
Nancy R. Turner 

 

Donors (continued) 
Foundation, Corporate,  
and Organization 
Donors 

B + H Company 
BF Foundation 
C.L. Frank and Company 
Community Foundation of 

Louisville Dep. 
Harlow Family Charitable 

Foundation 
Leo Wasserman Foundation 
Triple T Foundation 
Viburnum Trilobum Fund  

 

Matching Gifts 

Bank of America 
The Boeing Company 
Ernst & Young 
General Electric 
Monsanto 
The New York Times 
Russell Sage Foundation 
The Wachovia Corporation 

 

Members of the Friends of the Botanic Garden 

Alice Marsh Abbott 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Hewett Brown 
M.J. Dinneen 
Laurel McCain Haarlow 
Priscilla B. Hansen 
Elizabeth E. Neville 
Cornelia Hahn Oberlander 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Scovil 

 

Patrons 

Benefactors 

Julia W. Frick 
Pam Niner 
Robin A. Rinaca & Nicholas J. 

Covatta 
Deborah S. Vernon 
Marcia Zweig 

 

Sustainers 

Dr. Mary Emison 
Elizabeth S. Eustis 
H. Gay Flood 
Christopher L. Frank 
Marianne Smith Helms 
Alison Corning Jones 
Lucinda King 
Elizabeth Rajam 
Nancy Ross 
Stephen & Katherine Rostand 
Rita Seplowitz Saltz 
Sarah C. Shaw 
Emma-Marie Snedeker 
Estelle Sosland 
Barbara Palmer Stern 
Patricia C. Williams 

 

Paul Alpers 
Susan E. Barr 
Susan B. Bassin 
Lucy Wilson Benson 
Beverly Beresford 
Nancy Black 
Jean G. Bodine 
Sarah M. Bolster 
Mildred Boynton 
Nancy Mason Bradbury 
Heather Brandes 
Elaine W. Brophy 
Anne C. Brower 
Kathrin S. Brown 
Lale Aka & C. John Burk 
Caroline Carbaugh 
Dorothea D. Cardamone 
Judith I. Carroll 
Jane Carroll 
Niecy A. Chambers 
Carol Christ 
Mary E. Clemesha 
Bonnie R. Clendenning 
Susan M. Clopton 
Martha Clute 
Susan Cohen 
Paula Cortes 
Hilary H. Creighton 
Mary S. Dangremond 
Susan Daniel-Dreyfus 
Margaret Flanders Darby 
Paula Deitz 
Donna M. DeSousa 
Nancy R. Duck 
Lucy W. Durkin 
Christina J. Eldridge 
Georgianna B. Erskine 
Judith R. Fergin 
Louisa Ferree 
Barbara N. Findlay 
Barbara R. Forester 
Marguerite Peet Foster 
Patricia G. Foulkrod 
Molly Rulon-Miller Fowler 
Charlotte Frieze 
VLT Gardner 

Contributors 

Hannah Gilligan 
Mary Anne Guitar 
Anne B. Haley 
Patricia Hassett 
Alessandra Hawthorne 
Ann W. Hilliard 
Alma I. Hix 
Mary M. Hood 
Belinda Kaye 
Valerie Lafleur 
Alexandra Laubacker 
Mrs. Howard Lewis 
Mary Liz Lewis 
Marilyn G. Lummis 
Diana MacVeagh 
Patricia D. Mail 
Ann S. Mandel 
Martha E. Martin 
Lisa McKnight 
Mary McCusker McLoughney 
Marlee Denis Mooney 
Mary Louise S. Mosher 
Nancy B. Mott 
Maureen Hayes O’Brien 
Janice Carlson Oresman 
Marcia Osborn 
Georgia Karapanos 

Papaageorgiou 
Elizabeth B. Payton 
Elisabeth Pendleton 
Nancy W. Pendleton 
Susanne LaC Phippen 
Mary D. Pinney 
Elizabeth Cooley Pinto 
Sharon Quayle 
M. Tiffany Reed 
Pamela Resor 
Cathleen D. Riley 
Samantah Rothman 
Cathy Schoen 
Melodye Serino 
Susan B. Shanks 
Victoria Shaw 
Stephanie Shinn 
Diana Simplair 

Smith College Clubs 
and Classes 

Smith College Club of Belmont  
 

Gift-in-Kind Donations 

Anne Sippel 
Jocelyn Sladen 
Carol C. Smith 
Helen Bryan Smith 
Julie D. Sorenson 
Nan S. Stifel 
Lucille Anderson Streeter 
Georgianna Streeter 
Audrey Tanner 
Joan Thompson 
Shavaun R. Towers 
Lee Traub 
Nancy R. Turner 
Marta B. van Dam 
Anne Bennett Vernon 
Janet Wallstein 
Christy Campbell Walters Kolva 
Patricia Weed 
Kathleen Weeks 
Carol Wilner 
Marsha Wiseheart 
Elisabeth Wolf 
Dorothy M. Woodcock 
Georgia Yuan 
Lawrence H. Zingesser, M.D. 

 

Contributors  
continued 

Individual & Household 
Members 

Christine Acas 
Andrew Adams 
Eileen C. Anderson 
Ann D. Arthur 
Patricia A. Atkins 
Lucy Baldwin 
Kathleen Banks 
Elizabeth Barbour 
Joan R. Barminski 
Claire L. Bateman 
Virginia Beattie 
Kristen Behnke 
Alexandra Beneville 
Lynne F. Bennett 
Justine Bertram 

(Continued on page 18) 

John Bieber 
Olivia Marshall 
Wilford Neptune 
Ella May Wulff 

 

Many thanks to the many anonymous donors and all those who 
placed their contributions in the donations box. 
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Individual & Dual Members 

Ann Atwood Biggs 
Edith S. Bingham 
Mary Ellen Birkett 
Amy Blair 
Paul & Sheree Bloomberg 
Barbara & Joseph Blumenthal 
Sarah S. Boasberg 
Nancye Bonomo 
Ann & Raymond Borelli 
Lee Sullivan Born 
Carolyn Brewer 
Geneva Brinton 
Carrie C. Brown 
Evelyn Brown 
Margaret Brown 
Nancy B. Bryant 
Penelope Burke 
Esta S. Busi 
Elinor K. Butt 
Anne G. Cann 
Robert L. Carey 
Jan Carhart 
Louanna O. Carlin 
Kathleen H. Carr 
Barbara Case 
Madeline Catania 
Elizabeth Catelli 
Michelle Chandler 
Barbara L. Chiampa 
Clara-Mae L. Chittum 
Margaret Barker Christie 
Cheryl Cipro 
Susan Cole 
Henry F. & Elisabeth H. Colt 
Betty Conway 
Francis P. Conway 
Bettie M. Cooper 
Joan Ellen Corbett 
Jennifer Lenox Craig 
Ruth C. Crocker 
Barbara L. Crutcher 
Libby Cryer 
Christine Curylo 
Jeffrey A. Dan 
Carolyn Dashef 
Jo Ann W. Davidson 
John H. Davis 
Sarah de Besche 
Cynthia De Meester 
Nancy S. Deffeyes 
Jean & David Dempsey 
Nancy W. Denig 
Helena W. Devereux 
Mary E. Dickinson 
Daniel L. & Anna Jean Dindal 
Kate Weiss DiSabito 
Ruth Dodds 
Eileen Donelan 
Ruah Donnelly 
Susan Donovan 
Karen Dorhamer-Fadden 

(Continued from page 17) 

Members of the Friends of the Botanic Garden continued 

Marlene Doyle 
Martha Drake 
Cynthia B. Driscoll 
Barbara A. Drollette 
Beverly Duncan 
Susanne Dunlap & Charles Jackson 
Anne M. Duzinski 
Jan Dziadzio 
Barbra L. Eaton 
Sydney Eddison 
Ellen Stover Eddy 
Mary Eddy 
Donna Eden 
David Emery 
Alecia M. Eppley 
Arline Boyer Epstein 
Mollie C. Fair 
Nancy Fass 
Margaret J. Ferguson 
Natalie Fisher 
Janice Forbes 
Amanda A.M. Fost 
Joanne Foster 
Leslie Fuller 
Abigail Garfield 
Katherine Gerstle 
Alex Ghiselin 
Krishna Gifford 
Barbara Giguere 
Michele A. Girard 
Myron & Penina Glazer 
Eileen Gisser Gold 
Gayle B. Golden 
Nancy Goldstein 
Susan Goodall 
Frances K. Grace 
Bethany Gracia 
Judith A. Greene 
Linda L. Griggs 
Jimmy Grogan 
Isabel C. Gutierrez 
H. Jane Gwyn 
Ann W. Hackl 
Helen Hall 
Katherine Hall 
K. T. Halvorsen 
Brenda Hannon 
Mary E. Harvey 
Nancy Harvin 
Lois Hatch 
Gail Solomon Hecht 
Helen H. Heinrich 
Brenda Helleberg 
Joan Hershey 
Marian L. Herz 
Ingrid H. Hetfield 
Mary S. Hewitt 
Susan B. Hewitt 
Jean Hiersteiner 
Mary S. Hinds 
Eileen Hodge 
James & Kathleen Hoffmaster 

Dr. Anna Craig Hogan 
Mary Crocker Hogg 
Karen Howat 
Lynne E. Hoxie 
Mary Ann B. Hoyt 
Diane G. Hubbard & Bernard J. 

Fine 
Diane R. Hummelbrunner 
Marcia J. Hunkins 
Amanda Hunsaker 
Kim Inaba Hurley 
Sharon J. Hyde 
Marcia Hylan 
Diane Foster Igleheart 
Christina C. Jackson 
Judith Schopick Jacobson 
Penelope Critikos Jones 
Deborah H. Jones 
Ann R. Joyce 
Karen S. Kaplan 
Jacki Katzman 
Iris Keim 
Patricia Kelleher 
Elaine Kersten 
Elizabeth Kilbride 
Carolyn G. Kirkpatrick 
Donna Jane Kishibay 
Diane Kleber 
Geraldine Friedenn Kraus 
Ben Land 
Sara Kaufman Lapuk 
Barbara Schulz Larson 
Carolyn Lattinville 
Lianne Lazetera 
Constance Lentz 
Ann Leone 
Alla Leshko 
Elissa C. Lichtenstein 
Deborah Lievens 
Wendy J. Lindquist 
Michele Lindsay 
Carolyn Lippmann 
Timothy Lively 
Mira Locher 
Kathleen P. Lovell 
Ann Lundy 
Tinka Lunt 
Susette Lyons 
Joseph Maciaszek 
Lindsay Mack 
Ruth MacNaughton 
Jane Malarkey 
Barbara B. Mann 
Melissa Marshall 
Ruth Watson Martin 
Cecilia G. Martyn 
Janice Mathews 
Tom McCurry 
Brenda R. McGovern 
Donna Meehan 
Judith P. Melick 
Carol & Craig Melin 

Donors (continued) Please accept our apologies for any errors or omissions 
and advise us so that we may make corrections. 

Doris & Lawrence Merson 
Eleanor Messner 
Sarah Metcalf 
Gail Michael 
Anna Middaugh 
Edith C. Minear 
Paul & Ellen Mintzer 
Augusta M. Molnar 
Anne Morehouse 
Hannah Morehouse 
Anna Morrison 
Janice Morrison 
Mirla N. & George J. Morrison 
Michaele A. Morton 
Sheldon Mossberg 
Joanne Moyler 
Susan H. Munger 
Diana Munn 
Richard H. Munson 
Joanne Dunne Murphy 
Harriet B. Naughton 
Sarah Neelon 
Nancy A. Nicholson 
Gary & Dee Dee Niswonger 
Roland Normand 
Jewell Novak 
Janet Nuzum 
Kathleen P. O'Beirne 
John O'Brien 
Elliot & Rosemary Offner 
Alyson Olander 
Debra Orgera 
Barbara F. Ostberg 
Jane O'Sullivan 
Ruth W. Pardoe 
Elsa P. Pauley 
Elizabeth S. Paynter 
Richard C. Pearlstein 
Victoria Pearson 
Leila P. Peck 
Elisabeth Pendleton 
John Penford 
Anne Brooks Perry 
Harriet F. Phillips 
Ellen Pile 
Susan W. Plimpton 
Dwight & Connie S. Pogue 
Wendy Porterfield 
Susan Porth 
Darcie Price-Wallace 
Lee Ritger Pushkin 
Amy Wing Quigley 
Denise Quittmeyer 
Catha Grace Rambusch 
Sally W. Rand 
Andrea Ray 
Alison J. Reddy 
Martha Redeker 
Sherrill Redmon 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Student Members & 
Recent Alumnae 

Hazel Adophson 
Terry Barton 
Maryjane Beach 
Janet Bissell 
Diane Bowman 
Mary Ellen Casey 
Marti Catuogno 
Lauren Corbett 
Hope Crolius 
Katheryn Darrow 
Anne Deggendorf  
Katheryn Drake 
Barbara Drollette 
Curtis Dunbar 
Laura DuPont 
Hannah Esrick 
Lisa Ferree 
Leslie Fisette 
Sarah Freedberg 

Gail Gaustad 
Sue Gerstle 
Jay Girard 
Linda Golash 
Norman Halpern 
Mina Harrison 
Eileen Hodge 
Rita Horn 
Carol Jachym 
Carol Jolly 
Suzette Jones 
Edie King 
Anne Marie Konieczny 
Mary Laprade 
Cynthia Lefebvre 
Tinka Lunt 
Susette Lyons 
Marian Macdonald 
Sigi Marrocco 

Celia Martyn 
Sue Moore 
Michael C. Morton 
Jan Nettler 
Andrea O'Brian 
Connie Parks 
Deanna Pearlstein 
Anna Powers 
Marion Rhodes 
Sandy Sheldon 
Diana Souza 
Mary Lou Splain 
Tizzy Sprecker 
David Starr  
Ellie Theurer 
Lynn Vennell 
Eva Weber  
Gregory Wilson 

 

Volunteers 
Each year when we recognize our donors, we are also especially 

thankful for those who generously donate their time. The Botanic 
Garden is extremely lucky to have such a dedicated group of 
volunteers who continuously show up to give tours, staff our 
reception desk, help set up exhibitions, help with the Bulb and 
Chrysanthemum Shows, and even play the harp at our events! There 
is no way for us to truly express the extent of our appreciation. It 
means so very much to us to see how they believe in the work we 
do. Were it not for these volunteers, we would not be able to provide 
such enjoyable visits and educational tours for so many people.  

The following people donated over 1400 hours of their time last 
year and gave tours to over 1700 schoolchildren! Many thanks to: 

Victoria Bram 
Caroline Carr 
Kate Carson 
Diana Chen 
Christina Davies 
Jamie Duncan 
Elizabeth Eastman 
Jocelyn A. Fischer 
Maria J. Hall 
Erin Harris 
Allison Kerwin 
Eileen J. Marum 
Danna Niedzwiecki 
Crystal Piper 
Ellie Theurer 

 

Diane Rees 
Catharine B. Reid 
Belle Ribicoff 
James B. Ricci & Margaret E. 

McCarthy 
Nancy Rich 
Patricia F. Riggs 
Rosanne Risner 
Jenna Roberts 
Susanne F. Roberts 
Penelope Stranc Roberts 
Katharine H. Robinson 
Priscilla Rogers 
Rebecca M. Rogers 
Nan Rubenstein-Kursh 
David B. Rundle & Catherine M. 

Huntley 
Judy & Mike Ryan 
Beverly H. Ryburn 
Alice L. Saidel 
Ann Sanford 
Yoelene Schaefer 
Talia Schenkel 
Elizabeth Schmitt 
Lauren Schmitt 
Alexandra C. Risley Schroeder 
Susan Schroeder 
Joan Sigel Schuman 
Marianne Morrell-Schumann 
Diana F. Seacord 
Sharon Seelig 
Kathryn Service 
Carole P. R. Settle 
Elizabeth Shapiro 
Alice & David Shearer 
William Sheehan 
Carolyn Shiel 
Barbara A. Silber 
Robin Silva 
Faith Silver Simmons 
Rebecca Sinos 
Evelyn Slater 
Jane Smith 
Linda Fisher Smith 
Penny Snow 
Jayne Spielman & Stephen 

Baumgarten 
Jocelyn Spragg 
Dr. Sandra-Leigh Sprecker 
Paul Steenstrup 
Susan J. Steenstrup 
Jane & John Stephenson 
Carol A. Stern 

(Continued from page 18) 
Nancy C. Stevenson 
Priscilla Strain 
Joseph G. Strauch, Jr. 
Marie Robinson Strauss 
Ann S. Strong 
Carol Ann Surash 
Katharine Svenson 
Donna Vidal Svirsky 
Susan Sylligardos 
Elisabeth Talis 
Alison Teal 
Edith K. Templin 
Anne B. Terhune 
Marianne Thomas 
Lucy Tittmann 
Emily G. Toohey 
Debora Wolfe Tuck 
Susan D. Van Leer 
Gerri Vaswani 
Ruth von Goeler 
Margaret Waggoner 
Phebe D. Wallace 
Anne V. V. Webb 
Mrs. Willard T. Weeks 
Clover A. Weller 
Karen Wendell 
Carol J. Whitbeck 
Dr. & Mrs. Peter White 
Joan Wick-Pelletier 
Constance Wiesman 
Abby Wilkins 
Staunton Williams, Jr. 
Adela Wilmerding 
Lisa Wilsher 
Sherry Wilson 
Carol Wirtschafter 
Molly Duff Woehrlin 
John E. Wright & Susan E. Garrett 
Georgia Yuan 
Carol Lu Zischke 
Robin Zitter 

 

 

Individual & Dual Members  

Members of the Friends of the Botanic Garden continued 

Other Donations 

Susan C. Bunnell 
Miriam Cady 
Nancy R. David 
Whitney Dorer 
Linda Hsiao 
Ellen Kearns 
Julie Kiely 
Gillian B. Kohler 
Barbara H. Kwasnik 
Andrea Kyan 
Carolyn Wilson Leahy 
Jennifer Lee 
Sandra G. Lewis 
Jean Lusson 
Sarah Magrino 
Elizabeth Marr 

Anne Mavromatis 
Arthur & JoAnn McLendon 
Lisa Moline 
Noelle R. Moss 
Anne Mundsinger 
Devin O’Neill 
Springfield Garden Club 
Linda J. Rainville 
Michelle Rudy 
April L. Smith 
Sarah C. Smith 
Emily Sorsher 
Deena Tang 
Tuy Tran 
Francesca Tronchin 
Sara Wein 

 

THANK YOU !!!THANK YOU !!!THANK YOU !!!   

 

Donors (continued) 



Fall 2009 Page 20 

The Botanic Garden of Smith College 
Northampton, MA 01063 

ALL MEMBERS RECEIVE 
 

♦ A complimentary copy of Celebrating a Century: The Botanic Garden of Smith College, by C. John Burk 
♦ Botanic Garden News, our newsletter and calendar of events, twice a year 
♦ Free admission to the Bulb and Chrysanthemum Shows, plus members-only hours — 9:00 to 10:00 am daily  
♦ Free admission and discounts at over 200 other gardens around the country 
♦ A 10% discount on Botanic Garden merchandise  
♦ Free audio tours of the Lyman Conservatory 
♦ Invitations to show previews and receptions 
 

Contributors and above receive: A screensaver with images of the Botanic Garden and our collections 

BGNS 

Membership Categories 

You are invited to join 

The Friends of the Botanic Garden of Smith College 

Botanic Garden News 

 

 Champion 
 Patron 
 Sustainer 
 Contributor  

 $2000+ 
 $1000 
 $500 
 $150 

 Household/Family 
 Individual 
 Student/Recent Alum 

   graduated in the past 5 years 

 $75 
 $50 
 $20 

Name:   
 

Class Year (alumnae):          
 
 

Address:   
 
 
 
 

City, State, Zip:   
 
 
 

E-mail:   

Enclosed is my check payable to Smith College  
in the amount of $      .  

Send to:  
FRIENDS OF THE BOTANIC GARDEN OF SMITH COLLEGE 

Lyman Plant House, Northampton, MA 01063 

Or you may join or renew online with a credit card at www.smith.edu/friends 
All contributions are tax-deductible.   

     YES, I WANT TO BECOME A FRIEND OF THE BOTANIC GARDEN OF SMITH COLLEGE! 

www.smith.edu/friends

