
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Stop 346 Adult Tour – Rainforest Biodiversity & Extinction, Palm 
House 

Tropical rainforests are an incredibly diverse treasury of biological and genetic 
resources. As home to more than 50% of the world’s plant and animal species and a 
number of unique indigenous cultures, it’s impossible to overestimate the rainforest’s 
importance to the global ecosystem and our own existence as well.  Tropical rainforests 
play an elemental role in maintaining the global climate by regulating atmospheric gases 
and stabilizing rainfall, while also protecting against floods, droughts, and erosion.  

Rainforest’s are unparalleled as a rich and untapped source of medicinal and food 
plants - about one-fourth of all the medicines we use are derived from rainforest plants; 
and of the thousands of fruits growing there, just a few hundred are eaten in the 
Western World.  Still, it’s the amazing diversity of life in the rainforest that is perhaps the 
most mind-boggling of all.  Tropical rainforests are home to over 15 million species of 
plants and animals. 

There are many more rainforest plant, animal and insect species still waiting to be 
discovered - but time is running out. Scientists estimate that we are losing more than a 
hundred species every single day due to deforestation. Human beings, with our 
penchant for excessive consumption, are to blame for this destruction.  

Fifty years ago, rainforests covered 15% of the earth's land surface. Today, that number 
has dwindled to about 6%. The rainforest’s intricate web of life is being fragmented acre 
by acre, upsetting the balance of nature.  Simple changes in our attitude about 
sustainability and increased awareness of the products we consume can go a long way 
in preventing the total collapse of this extraordinary ecosystem.  Ecotourism is having 
positive effects in preserving habitats and biodiversity in many countries. Organizations 
worldwide are helping to introduce sustainable development practices. Long term vision, 
education, and collaboration are key to preventing further losses and extinctions. By 
preserving a world of orchids, mahogany, and passionfruit we offer future generations 
what we have the privilege to enjoy today.  
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